
Remembering Ameena 

I know we all have fond memories of Ameena. Valerie and I only got to know her when she 

partnered David Bygott at Central Yarnton Bridge Club in the Wessex League. They had a 

spirited and successful partnership. 

We remember getting a mail from her in May 2019 when she was in Guyana (where she was 

born) staying with her brother. ‘Come out here’, she wrote. Unfortunately, we were in 

Panama and even though we were close, getting to Guyana would have been a nightmare. 

Ameena was very philosophical about her health.  30 years ago she was told she had only a 

few years to live, but didn’t seem to listen. She had many memories and one of her 

favourite photographs was a photo of her partying with the legendary Zia Mahmood. They 

never played bridge together, I don’t think Zia would have been able to dominate the 

partnership. 

She played bridge to the very last. On her last night at OBC, Ameena, playing with Irene 

Holland, scored 58.56%. The week before they did even better. Here’s a couple of hands:  

 

 

 

OBC 9 October 2020  

Overcall score 60.83% 

Board 14 

Ameena and Irene avoid a NT contract 

and alight in a sensible 4S. 

Having avoided a diamond lead, what is 

the best way to garner 13 tricks on a 10C 

lead?  

KC has to be with North so rise with AC to 

discard 2D 

Play 2S and 7S appears. Mmmm. 

Unless it is a false card from Qx4, the odds 

now favour the drop. 

So cash AKJ and claim 13 tricks. 

You don’t have to be in slam if you can 

play the cards. 

Well done Ameena.  

 



 

Two boards later, Ameena was in 

action again. 

 

 

OBC 9 October 2020 

Overall score 60.83% 

Board 16 

Ameena and Irene are one of three 

pairs to reach the superior 4S 

contract. 

One other pair made 12 tricks but the 

AH lead makes it easy for declarer. 

How do you make 12 tricks on a 

passive diamond lead? 

Unblock the diamonds then play to 

KC and back to AC and lead a small 

club 

South will ruff small and you duck. 

Win any return, AS then to KS, cash 

KD, ruff a heart and enjoy two club 

winners. 

Well done Ameena. Again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And finally… 

Ameena was a generous lady and insisted on lending Valerie a range of beautiful saris for a wedding 

we went to in India. Valerie needed two or three changes every day of the wedding. We had a full-

on ‘how-to-wear-a-sari’ instruction session at her flat. Followed by significant excess baggage 

charges. 

Ameena cannot be held responsible for my choice of wedding kit – or the mehndi (henna hand 

decoration). 

 

 

 


