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LAW	19	-	DOUBLES	AND	REDOUBLES		

A.	Doubles	 

1.	A	player	may	double	only	the	last	preceding	bid.	That	bid	must	have	been	made	by	an	opponent;	calls	
other	than	pass	must	not	have	intervened.	 

2. In	doubling,	a	player	should	not	state	the	number	of	odd	tricks	or	the	denomination.	The	only	correct	
form	is	the	single	word	“Double”.		

3. If	a	player,	in	doubling,	incorrectly	states	the	bid,	or	the	number	of	odd	tricks	or	the	denomination,	he	
is	deemed	to	have	doubled	the	bid	as	it	was	made.	(Law	16	Unauthorized	Information	may	apply.)		

B.	Redoubles		

1. A	player	may	redouble	only	the	last	preceding	double.	That	double	must	have	been	made	by	an	
opponent;	calls	other	than	pass	must	not	have	intervened.		

2. In	redoubling,	a	player	should	not	state	the	number	of	odd	tricks	or	the	denomination.	The	only	correct	
form	is	the	single	word	“Redouble”.		

3. If	a	player,	in	redoubling,	incorrectly	states	the	doubled	bid,	or	the	number	of	odd	tricks	or	the	
denomination,	he	is	deemed	to	have	redoubled	the	bid	as	it	was	made.	(Law	16	Unauthorized	
Information	may	apply.)		

C.	Double	or	Redouble	Superseded		

Any	double	or	redouble	is	superseded	by	a	subsequent	legal	bid.	 

D.	Scoring	a	Doubled	or	Redoubled	Contract	 

If	a	doubled	or	redoubled	bid	is	not	followed	by	a	subsequent	legal	bid,	scoring	values	are	increased	as	provided	
in	Law	77.	 

LAW	36	-	INADMISSIBLE	DOUBLES	AND	REDOUBLES		

A.	Offender’s	LHO	Calls	before	Rectification	 

If	offender’s	LHO	calls	before	rectification	of	an	inadmissible	double	or	redouble	the	inadmissible	call	and	all	
subsequent	calls	are	cancelled.	The	auction	reverts	to	the	player	whose	turn	it	was	to	call	and	proceeds	as	
though	there	had	been	no	irregularity.	The	lead	restrictions	in	Law	26B	do	not	apply.	 

B.	Offender’s	LHO	does	not	Call	before	Rectification	 

When	A	does	not	apply:	 

1. any	double	or	redouble	not	permitted	by	Law	19	is	cancelled.		
2. the	offender	must	substitute	a	legal	call,	the	auction	continues,	and	the	offender’s	partner	must	pass	

whenever	it	is	his	turn	to	call.		
3. Law	72C	may	apply.	The	lead	restrictions	in	Law	26B	may	apply.		
4. if	the	call	is	out	of	turn	the	auction	reverts	to	the	player	whose	turn	it	was	to	call,	the	offender	may	

make	any	legal	call	at	his	turn,	and	his	partner	must	pass	whenever	it	is	his	turn	to	call.	Law	72C	may	
apply.	The	lead	restrictions	in	Law	26B	may	apply.		

C.	Irregularity	Discovered	after	the	Auction	Period	 

When	attention	is	drawn	to	an	inadmissible	double	or	redouble	only	after	the	opening	lead	has	been	faced,	the	
final	contract	is	scored	as	if	the	inadmissible	call	had	not	been	made.	 
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LAW	72	-	GENERAL	PRINCIPLES		

A.	Observance	of	Laws	 

Duplicate	bridge	tournaments	should	be	played	in	strict	accordance	with	the	Laws.	The	chief	object	is	to	obtain	a	
higher	score	than	other	contestants	whilst	complying	with	the	lawful	procedures	and	ethical	standards	set	out	in	
these	laws.	 

B.	Infraction	of	Law	 

1. A	player	must	not	infringe	a	law	intentionally,	even	if	there	is	a	prescribed	rectification	he	is	willing	to	
accept.		

2. In	general	there	is	no	obligation	to	draw	attention	to	an	infraction	of	law	committed	by	one’s	own	side		

3.	A	player	may	not	attempt	to	conceal	an	infraction,	as	by	committing	a	second	revoke,	concealing	a	card	
involved	in	a	revoke	or	mixing	the	cards	prematurely.	 

C.	Awareness	of	Potential	Damage	 

If	the	Director	determines	that	an	offender	could	have	been	aware	at	the	time	of	his	irregularity	that	it	could	well	
damage	the	non-offending	side,	he	shall	require	the	auction	and	play	to	continue	(if	not	completed).	At	the	
conclusion	of	play	the	Director	awards	an	adjusted	score	if	he	considers	the	offending	side	has	gained	an	
advantage	through	the	irregularity.		

	

LAW	26	–	CALL	WITHDRAWN,	LEAD	RESTRICTIONS		

A.	No	Lead	Restrictions	 

When	an	offending	player’s	call	is	withdrawn	and	it	is	replaced	by	a	comparable	call	(see	Law	23A),	then	if	he	
becomes	a	defender	there	are	no	lead	restrictions	for	his	side.	Law	16C	does	not	apply,	but	see	Law	23C.	 

B.	Lead	Restrictions	 

When	an	offending	player’s	call	is	withdrawn	and	it	is	not	replaced	by	a	comparable	call,	then	if	he	becomes	a	
defender	declarer	may,	at	the	offender’s	partner’s	first	turn	to	lead	(which	may	be	the	opening	lead)	prohibit	
offender’s	partner	from	leading	any	(one)	suit	which	has	not	been	specified	in	the	legal	auction	by	the	offender.	
Such	prohibition	continues	for	as	long	as	the	offender’s	partner	retains	the	lead.	 

 

	


