
Minutes of SOMBA Board meeting of January 20, 2021 

 

Submitted by Sook Wilkinson, Secretary 

 

Attendees: Satish Shah, Kathy Twomey, Scott Miller, Dave 

Dursum, George Christian,  Dave Cleveland, Dave Fletcher,  

Tony Savant, Sook Wilkinson, Lori Briscoe and Marsha 

Leiphart 

 

Absent:  Deepak Dighe,  Arnie Gottlieb, Posh Gulati, Naresh 

Kapila, Diane Kosuda, Anita Green 

 

Due to the current COVID situation, this Board meeting was 

conducted on ZOOM. 

 

This was the first meeting of 2021. The primary purpose of 

this meeting was to elect the President and the Executive 

Committee (EC) members. 

 

Satish welcomed all in attendance and indicated that the 

Chairman of the Board, Dave Fletcher, will conduct the 

election of the Executive Committee.    

 



Dave Fletcher explained that every year, the SOMBA Board 

elects the President by nominations from the floor. The 

newly elected President then runs the rest of the meeting. 

 

Dave then asked for nominations for the President.  Satish 

Shah was nominated along with Kathy Twomey.  But Kathy 

indicated that she was also in favor of nominating Satish 

Shah. In absence of any other names, Satish was reelected 

for the year 2021. 

 

Dave Fletcher turned over the rest of the meeting to Satish 

Shah. 

Satish Shah thanked retiring member, Bill Goodman for his 

services in the past. He welcomed the new Board member, 

Marsha Leiphart. He then moved on with the nominations 

for the EC. The following were nominated and elected 

unanimously. 

 

Vice President: Kathy Twomey 

Treasurer: George Christian 

Secretary: Sook Wilkinson 

 

Chairpersons of other Committees: 



It is intended that all Board Members actively participate 

and accept some role. The following have accepted to be the 

chairs of the following Committees. 

 

Membership:  S. Wilkinson (Looking for a new committee Chair) 

Awards:  D. Cleveland 

Public Relations (Publicity):  L. Briscoe 

Clubs:  S. Miller 

Education:  D. Dursum 

Ethics - Disciplinary chair:  S. Gulati 

Web Editors:  D. Fletcher/ S. Gulati 

Website Management:  T. Savant 

Tournament Coordinator:  D. Dursum 

Goodwill:  K. Twomey 

Tournament Management:  D. Dighe 

Tournament Hospitality:  D. Kosuda 

 

 

Approval of the October  28, 2020 meeting 

The minutes have been posted on the SOMBA website. Scott 

said that discussion regarding Wednesday club games 

should be removed from the minutes. Satish indicated that 

this was already done. Everyone approved the minutes with 

this change. 



 

Web Management 

Tony said that it would be a good idea to have someone as 

his backup. Dave Fletcher said that he would talk to Vickie 

who would be a good backup for Tony. 

 

Tournaments 

Satish indicated that ACBL has made a decision to cancel all 

tournaments until the end of April 2021. Our Regional is 

coming up in May and due to Covid situation, it is highly 

unlikely that we will conduct it. However, we will wait for 

the final decision until later. 

He also said that Costick Center has indicated that it will not 

hold any mass gathering events until the end of October. 

 

Club Relations: 

Scott said that the January ACBL Bulletin had an editorial 

article referring to a number of challenges faced as the result 

of COVID situation. 

1. Membership is taking a hit because you do not have to be 

a member to play online on BBO. 

2. People will not renew membership until there is face to 

face play at the clubs. 



3. Some clubs have already begun thinking of continuing to 

run their online BBO games as it is financially beneficial to 

do so. 

4. There may be a hybrid situation of running online games 

along with face to face games. But this has its own 

challenges. 

 

Next SOMBA Board Meeting 

Early April 2021 

 

 

 
 

 

 


