
DATE/PLACE:  August 3, 2008, at 
Unitarian Church 

  

PRESENT: Mary Bennett [P], Mary-Jo Chiesa [P], Posh Gulati [P], Barbara Jur [P], Tom Keenan 

[P], Michael Crane [A], Jakob Kristinsson [E], Jack Shartsis [P], Janet Euth [A], Gail Hanson [P], Vickie 
Vallone [A], Marianne Varian [P], Harry Jagtiani [E], Robert Chekaluk [P]  

GUESTS: Dave Buskirk [P], Bill Arlinghaus [A], Bev Gardner [E]       

  

AGENDA:  

1)      Call to order 

Regular meeting was called to order by Posh at 11:30 PM, and the minutes of the last meeting 
were approved with one modification, which was to change PM to AM.    

2)      Treasurer’s Report 

The treasurer’s report was reviewed by all and approved.  Mary made the motion, and Bob 
seconded it.  

 We received $21,000 of the $25,000 back from NABC, and we also received all of the 
regional surcharge money back.  We may get another $4000 yet.    

3)      Past Tournaments 

The May Regional’s attendance was down 150 tables.  This was the lowest in      

five years.  Reason: Schedule conflicts and May Stac, Comments: We had great 

hospitality.  Corrective Action: No MAY Stac (inform District 12), Revise 2009 Regional 

schedule.  

 The Pro-Am was a success. This year, we had Life Masters play as Pros.  It may need to be 

revisited in future because some players with over 1000 points are still non life masters.    

 4) Upcoming Tournaments 

            The Costick Center has raised its rent to $800 per day for sectionals.  We will have 

            Linda Golumbia to continue doing hospitality for the May Regional. The  

            November Sectional will be held from Nov. 13-16 with the starting time changed  



     from 11:00 to 10:30 on Saturdays.  The February Sectional will be held from Feb.19  

     through 22 with a 1-session Swiss on Saturday and stratified (and not strato-flighted) 

     Swiss on Sunday.  

5) District Level News  

      ACBL will remain in Memphis after all.  There will still be appeals at nationals.  Beginning  

                 January 10, 2010, the Life Master requirement will be 500 points, which will include 50  

                 Gold/platinum, 75 silver, 75 black, and 50 red/gold.  No more than 1/3 of on-line points can be  

                 used for any category.          

6) Old/New Business 

                     News 

There will be a committee, chaired by Jack, to look into worthy causes for SOMBA to 

invest in (based on non-profit organization laws and sound accounting principles). Tom 

and Bob will also be on the committee.  Per Tom, Taxes have been filed for a long time 

and we do not need be concerned re ACBL circular of changes in the filing guidelines re 

non-profit organizations. 

All Sunday Swiss Events at the sectionals will be stratified until further notice. 

     We will not have an Intermediate/Novice this September, but we may hold one next year.  The 
money for the charities is on the way.  September 10 is the deadline for individuals to run for 
seats on the SOMBA Board.  Please send the names of candidates to Tom.  The ECHO had one 
issue missing this year.  The next issue will be out shortly with a blurb on the By-Laws.  The 
second ECHO will be out before the February Sectional.  The trophies are ready to be put in     
the Bridge Connection. The CAP (Club Appreciate Program) has stimulated good relationships 
with local clubs and extremely helpful. Harry Jagtiani is our Club Liaison Officer. The Royal Oak 
game at 12 Mile and North Washington is closing.  Mary Smith may take this game over. The 
2008 Trophy Awards will be based upon SOMBA Sectionals, Regional, and 2 STACS.    

     8) Adjournment 

     The next meeting will be held on January 19, 2009, at Mt. Jack’s Restaurant.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 2:10 PM  

     Respectfully submitted,  

      Mary-Jo Chiesa, SOMBA Secretary 

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 


