
SOMBA Board Meeting 

January 18, 2022 


Attendees: Dave Dursum, Satish Shah, KathyTwomey, George Christian, Deepak 
Dighe, Dave Fletcher, Lori Briscoe, Dave Cleveland, Vickie Vallone, Marsha Leiphart, 
Bill Goodman, Henry Shevitz, Jonathan Fleischmann


Call to Order: Satish welcomed us to the January, 18th meeting at Piccano’s 
Restaurant and began the meeting at 6:28


President Remarks:  Satish has completed his Presidential Term and will serve as the 

                                 CEO of the SOMBA Unit 203.  


Presidential Election: Dave Fletcher nominated Dave Dursum to become President of 

                                  SOMBA Unit 203. Nomination seconded by Vickie V.  The 

                                  nomination was unanimously approved.  


                                  Dave Dursum began his duties as President of SOMBA 203


Executive Council Election:  Vice President:  Kathy Twomey was unanimously elected 

                                                                        as Vice President 2022 - 2023.

                                               Secretary:  Sook Wilkinson was unanimously elected as

                                                                 Secretary 2022 - 2023.

                                               Treasurer:  George Christian was unanimously elected as

                                                                Treasurer for 2022 -2023.


Announcement of Committee Chairs: 

                                     Membership                                            Satish Shah 

                                     Goodwill:                                                 Kathy Twomey

                                     Tournament Coordinator:                        Bill Goodman    

                                     Awards:                                                   Marsha Leipart

                                     Web Master:                                            Dave Fletcher 

                                     Education:                                               Dave Dursum

                                                                                                     Vickie Vallone

                                     Hospitality                                               Diane Kosuda

                                     Public Relations:                                     Lori Briscoe

                                     Web Editor/Communication:                   Dave Fletcher

                                     ACBL Sponsored Virtual Games:            Dave Fletcher

                                     Club Relations:                                        Dave Cleveland


New Board Member:  Dave Fletcher will be re-joining the Board as the 15th member: 

                                   MOTION:  To approve Dave Fletcher as the 15th member of the 

                                                    SOMBA Board of Directors.  Motion by Marsha 		
	 	 	 	          Leiphart.  Seconded by Kathy Twomey.  Motion          	
	 	 	 	          carried. 




               


Approval of Minutes:  The minutes for 10/18/2021 were approved by unanimous 

                                   consent without edits.


Valentines’ Tournament: This tournament is scheduled to be played Feb.10-13, 2022, 	
	         	 	        at the Bridge Connection. Dave Dursum and Marsha Leiphart 	
	 	                   will co-chair.The ACBL December regulations will be followed 	
	 	                   with masking optional.  All tournament participants are to be 	
	 	 	        vaccinated.  Their names must appear on the Master 	 	
	 	                   Vaccination List or they must present their vaccination card.  	
	 	 	        Participants will receive a ticket to present to the tournament 	
	 	 	        registration desk. SOMBA’s Bridge-mates will be used for this 	
	 	 	        tournament.  

	 	 	        

	 	 	 	 The decision to run this tournament has not been finalized. 	
	 	                   Henry Shevitz suggested that the attendance at the Ann Arbor 
	 	 	        Tournament be monitored to determine whether conducting 	
	 	 	         the Valentines’ tournament is feasible. Dave Dursum will 	
	 	 	        study the attendance at Ann Arbor and discuss the results 	
	 	                   with the Executive Board.  The entire board will be contacted 	
	 	 	        by email to determine whether the tournament should be 	
	 	 	        conducted. 


Treasurer’s Report:  The Balance Sheet for October, 2020 - October, 2021 states 	
	 	 	 SOMBA Assets as $138,894.00 with zero liabilities.  This includes 	
	 	 	 $100,500.00 is in a CD MSGCU/Fidelity Fund.  This year’s revenue 	
	 	 	 was $4,633.00 while the expenses were $1,289.00.  This includes 	
	 	 	 a $100.00 profit from the Apple Cider Tournament. 

                                 There is a the need to establish a check and balances system for 	
	 	 	 SOMBA funds and the need for dual signatures on the accounts.  

                                MOTION:  A committee will be formed to change the SOMBA By-	
	 	 	 	       laws to create a check and balance System for SOMBA 	
	 	 	 	       monies.  Motion by Dave Dursum.  Seconded by Kathy 	
	 	 	 	       Twomey.  Motion carried 

                                The committee members will be: ____________________________??

                                 MOTION: To approve the Treasurer’s report.  Motion by 	 	
	 	 	 	       Marsha Liephart.  Seconded by Henry Shevitz.  Motion 	
	 	 	 	        carried. 

                                 

 	 	 	 Vickie Vallone raised a concern about SOMBA funds if the SOMBA 
	 	 	 unit no longer existed.  Dave Fletcher explained that the SOMBA 	
	 	 	 would always have their funds whether it had membership or not. 




Education Committee:  Vickie Vallone expressed the need to develop more educational 
	 	                 opportunities for the members.  A committee will  be created to 	
	 	                  plan learning opportunities.  The committee includes Vickie 	
	 	 	       Vallone, Diane Kosuda, and Marsha Leiphart.


Board Vacancies:  Satish Shah will continue to serve as Membership Chairperson

                              Dave Fletcher will serve as Web Master. 

                              Henry Shevitz will serve as Recorder 


Inventory:  The items that are used for tournaments are presently stored at Satish’s 	
	         home. Approximately 3 bins need to be relocated.  

                  

                  SOMBA  inventory includes approximately 50 Bridge-mates which are 	
	        currently in the possession of Dave Fletcher, Jane Hall, the Birmingham 	
	        Unitarian Church and the Bridge Connection. (Dave Fletcher will follow up 	
	        on the location on these items.)  The inventory also includes the card tables	        
	        are located at BUC. 

	 

Discussion: Virtual Play/In-person play

                   In-person play is being severely impacted by the hourly games offered by 	
ACBL on BBO.  Many clubs have reduced the number of in-person games while other 
club discontinued service. Vicki reported that in July, 2021, 1158 in-person games were 
offered while in January, 2022, only 815 games were played. Dave Fletcher has 
prepared a letter to send to ACBL asking for a resolution to help the clubs. The letter 
will be reviewed by a committee which will include Dave Fletcher, Dave Dursum, Henry 
Shevitz and Marsha Leiphart.


Other Business:  Satish is ordering badges for the new members. 

                            Elections for board members will be conducted by Satish. 


Adjournment: MOTION: To adjourn this meeting at 7:28PM.  Motion by Marsha.  		
	 	 	        Seconded by Kathy.  Motion carried 

                         


Respectfully submitted, 

Diane M. Kosuda


