
Minutes of SOMBA Board meeting of October 20, 2020 

Attendees: Satish Shah, Kathy Twomey, Deepak Dighe, 

Naresh Kapila, Scott Miller, Dave Dursum, George 

Christian,  Dave Cleveland, Dave Fletcher, Lynn Root, 

Vickie Vallone, Grant Peterson, Richard Temkin, Tony 

Savant 

 

Due to the current COVID situation, this Board meeting 

was conducted on ZOOM. 

Approval of the January 23, 2020 meeting 

It was suggested to have “Board members' term expires at 

the end of 2020” changed to "7 Board members' term 

expires on December 31, 2020".  With this exception, the 

minutes were approved. 

Election of SOMBA Board members for 2021 

Dave Fletcher indicated that the term of seven Board 

members expires at the end of the year. SOMBA had 

published an article on our website soliciting nominations 

for these seven positions. He further indicated that we 

received not a single nomination. We had to reach out to 

our members to solicit nominations. The following have 

agreed to continue to serve as SOMBA Board members: 

Scott Miller, Anita Green,  Diane Kasuda, Sook Wilkinson, 

Dave Cleveland and Marsha Leiphart. During the meeting 



Dave Dursum indicated that he would be willing to 

continue for another term.  

Membership 

In absence of Sook Wilkinson, Satish reported that it is 

typical during winter months for our membership to drop 

from a an norm of 1,000 to about 970 

Awards 

Dave Cleveland reported that nothing new to report. 

However, he had given the plaques to the engraver but 

was not sure if anyone had picked up the plaques. Dave 

was going to check with the engraver. 

Web Management 

Tony Savant reported that newer guidelines for websites 

prefer that we buy a SSL Certificate. Typically SSL is used 

to secure credit card transactions. Since our website is 

only informational website we made a decision not to 

purchase the SSL Certificate.  

Those visiting the SOMBA/MBA combined membership 

website see a notification that this is not a secure website. 

To make our users comfortable, we put the following 

explanation: 

"You may see a message saying that this is not a secure 

website. Please note that this is only an informational 

website and there is no way to access any personal 

financial information. As such, it is safe to proceed to the 

Member Directory" 



In addition, Tony reported that our website provides stats 

on number of times the site is visited. On an average our 

website is visited 2,500 times 

 

Tournaments 

Satish reported that all tournaments have been canceled 

until the end of February 2021. Most of the bridge clubs 

have closed their doors due to COVID situation.  

Club Directors have the option to run their games on 

Bridge Base Online (BBO). Vickie, Dave and Grant are 

running their games on BBO. The games are limited to 18 

Boards compared to 24 Boards we were accustomed to.  

Next SOMBA Board Meeting 

Satish will schedule a meeting in January 2021. 


