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Lesson 9 Strong bids part 1

 Back in lesson 3 I described the Acol 1NT opening as 12-14 high card points and a balanced hand. A balanced hand contains no voids or singletons and at the most 1 doubleton, so the distribution od the four suits can be 
4333      4432    5332
This lesson covers the balanced hand and 15-22 high card points.
With 15-16 open one of a suit using the rules you already know and if your partner replies with a change of suit which you cannot support you rebid NT at the lowest possible level
Examples
1D Pass 1H  Pass 1NT
1H Pass 2C Pass 2NT
With 17-18 points and the same lack of a fit respond in NT but skip a level
1D Pass 1H Pass 2NT
1H  Pass 2C pass 3NT
With 19 points and no fit
1D Pass 1H Pass 3NT
1H Pass 2C Pass 3NT
In each situation the responder should know what the final contract should be.


With 20-22 high card points you cannot risk partner passing if you open 1 of a suit so you open the bidding 2NT
Once again the responder is in charge.
With 0-2 points they can Pass.
With 3 or more points they can raise to 3NT or use the Stayman convention to look for a major suit fit..
I will save what to bid with more than 22 high card points for another lesson. 
This week’s quiz.
What do you open on the following hands and if partner responds 1 Spade what is your rebid?
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Spades
	K  3
	Q 9 
	Q 10
	K 8 5 3

	Hearts
	A Q 8 3
	A Q 8
	A Q 8
	K J 7 2

	Diamonds
	K J 72
	K J 9 7 2
	A Q 7
	K Q  4 

	Clubs
	Q J 7
	A Q 9
	K Q 8 6 3
	A 5



Partner opens 1D and over your 1H response bids 1NT what is your next bid?
	
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Spades
	Q 4
	K 6 
	K 6
	K 6

	Hearts
	K J 52
	K Q 5 2
	Q 5 2 
	K Q 9 7 3 2

	Diamonds
	A 4 3
	J 7 3 
	J 7 3
	J 7 3

	Clubs
	8 5 2
	8 5 2
	Q 5 2
	Q 5 2






 last week’ quiz
What would you open the bidding with the following hands.
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	S
	6 3
	K Q 10 9 7 6 4
	2
	6 3

	H
	7
	3 2
	5 4
	7

	D
	6 4 3
	7 4 3
	A 9 2
	K Q 10 9 7 6 3 2 

	C
	K Q J 10 7 6 5 
	7
	K J 8 5 4 3 2
	6 4



Your partner has opened the bidding 3D the opposition have remained silent. What do you did on the following hands:-
	
	5
	6
	7
	8

	S
	A 10 9 3
	A J 9
	A K 
	K Q J 10 9 6

	H
	K 7 5 3
	K 10 3 
	6 2 
	A 4

	D
	5 
	6 3 2
	4  3 2 
	

	C
	K Q 7 2 
	K Q 2
	A 10 7 5 3 2 
	Q J 10 9 8




Answers to last weeks quiz.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	3C
	3H
	3C
	4D
	Pass
	3NT
	4D
	3S
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