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Lesson 7      Weak 2 bids
Until this point we have used bids to communicate with partner the strength and shape of our hand. In addition to this we can also use bids to make it difficult for the opposition to communicate effectively. We still tell partner what we have but the main purpose is to make life difficult for the opposition.

One such bid is the ‘weak 2’. It is recommended to play this in 3 suits, diamonds, hearts and spades – remember that the 2♣ bid is used as an artificial bid to show a strong – game going – hand.
A weak 2 bid will have
· 6 cards in the suit 
· 5-9 HCPs (occasionally 10, especially in diamonds). See below.
· At least 2 honours in the bid suit.
· No 4 card major if partner has not yet passed – they may have a 4 card major, a better fit and good points

If you have 10 HCPs in a major suit you will often meet the Rule of 20 and therefore be able to open at the one level.

Typical hands for a weak 2 are
♠ KQJ843		♠ 103			♠ Q76
♥ 94			♥ AJ9752		♥ 93
♦ Q42			♦ K9			♦ AK10954
♣ 83			♣ 764			♣ 96

Bid 2♠			Bid 2♥			Bid 2 ♦

When to bid weak 2’s
Be aware of the vulnerability (see scoring table). You should look to be slightly stronger if your side is vulnerable as you may end up playing and not making your contract.
You can look to bid at the lower end of the point range if you are first to bid ( known as  first position) as you are making life difficult for both opposition players. Equally in ‘third position’ there is only an opposition player to bid – in second position you are also making life difficult for partner!
Responding to weak 2 bids
You should only change suit if you have a void or singleton in the bid suit and 7 of another suit. – don’t forget partner may have a void in your suit!
If you have a strong hand (16 + HCPs)  and at least 2 of the bid suit you can bid game in a major – be more careful in diamonds as you need an extra trick for the game bonus.  With less than 16 points only bid if the opposition bid (see competitive bidding) although if you have 3 cards in the bid suit you can make life more difficult for the opposition by raising the suit to the next level. Examples are – after 2 ♠
♠ J10				♠ J10				♠J109
♥ AKJ54				♥ A743				♥ A743
♦ QJ109			♦ KQJ8				♦ QJ109
♣ AJ				♣ Q3				♣ 93

Bid 4♠				Pass				Bid 3♠

Note: Be very careful about bidding no trumps – don’t forget that the weak 2 hand will have few entries which you will need to make tricks in the long suit.

Opening bidder
The opening bidder should not bid again unless invited to do so by their partner. The way to do this, if you are comfortable with artificial bids, is the use the Ogust convention.

Ogust Convention

This is an artificial bid of 2 No Trumps which asks the opening bidder to describe their hand more precisely. After a weak 2 opening bid, 2NT asks partner for more information about their hand – remember that is very different to a 2NT bid over an opening one level bid and different again to a 2NT bid over an opening 1NT bid.
This bid is usually used when an 8 card fit is established ie responder has at least 2 of the suit but may also be used, especially over a 2♦ opening bid to look for a better contract in No Trumps.
The opening bidder will have between 6 and 9 points; the 2NT bid asks
· How many points do you have?
· Which suit are those points in?
Responder knows that opener has a maximum of 9 points so should only use this 2NT bid with 16-19 HCPs (any more and they will bid straight to game). 
Responses to 2NT

With 5-7 points and only one of the top 3 honours (AKQ) in the bid suit			Bid 3♣
With 5-7 points and 2 of the top 3 honours 						Bid 3♦
With 8 or 9 points and 1 of the top 3 honours						Bid 3♥
With 8 or 9 points and 2 of the top 3 honours					Bid 3♠
With AKQ of the bid suit									Bid 3NT

Further bidding
With 16 points responder will bid 3 of the suit over a 3♣ bid and 4 after a 3♠ bid and accordingly with higher values, making a judgement where points may add up to 25 (or may not).
For example, in the first hand above there are 17 HCPs. 
♠ J10				
♥ AKJ54				
♦ QJ109			
♣ AJ	
If the opening bid is 2♠ and the response 3 ♣ or 3 ♦, it is safer to bid 3♠. Over any other bid you can safely bid to the 4 level.
Opener should not bid again after responder has made their decision.
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