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Lesson 10 Competitive bidding – doubles

Historically to ‘double’ a contract was used to increase penalties should declarer not make their contract (and to increase their score if they made it). Nowadays we use the double of low level suit contracts as a competitive or take-out double, asking partner to bid their best suit. 
Any double of a suit contract below 2NT is competitive, forcing partner to bid if the other opponent has not bid. A double of a pre-emptive 3 or 4 bid is also competitive, as is a double of a direct raise to 3 of a suit eg 1♥-Pass-3♥-x (double is usually designated as an x)
A double is used when:
· You do not have a 5 card major (you would overcall this suit – see previous lesson)
· You have ‘tolerance’ for the suits not bid
· Over a major suit a double shows exactly 4 of the other major
· You have a shortage in the suit(s) bid
· You have 10+ HCPs (slightly more than for an overcall as you do not have the advantage of length in a suit)
The classic hand on which to double would be similar to this:
♠ 5
♥ AK93
♦ Q1087
♣ AJ86

On the above  hand a double of an opening 1♥ (or 2♥ or 3♥ )  bid says ‘bid one of the other suits partner’.  
The following hands are also suitable for a double after bids of 1♣ , 1♥  and 1♦ respectively.

♠ A642			♠ AK75			♠ AJ96
♥ QJ108		♥ 7			♥ QJ108					
♦ AKJ			♦ K1076		♦ 3
♣ 52			♣ A652			♣ KQ95

If you are last to bid and the opposition have bid 2 suits, a double shows that you have the other two suits. In this situation you may have 5 of a minor suit and 4 of a major  - with 5 of a major and sufficient points you should overcall rather than double.

Responding to partner’s double
If the opposition have not bid before your turn you must bid – even with very few or no points. You should show a 4 card major if the opposition has not bid it but otherwise you bid your longest suit.
Because you are forced to bid you need to be able to tell partner if you have a reasonable hand. Therefore, if you have 8 points or more you should make a jump bid in your best suit (or an unbid 4 card major). This can be quite daunting at first but don’t forget that partner has shown a reasonable hand and you are competing against the opposition. Your partner will be in the best position to judge what to do next.
If your opponent has bid, you can pass with less than 8 points and bid your best suit at the next level with more than 8.
Should you be fortunate enough to have a strong hand (13+ points)  you can make a double jump bid in your best suit – even with only 4 cards in the suit. Don’t forget partner will have tolerance for any of the unbid suits.
Finally, if you have ‘stops’ in the opponents suit and no unbid 4 card major you may consider no trumps at the appropriate level. To do this at the 1 level you need at least 4 cards and  A or K (or 3 with two honours), at the 2 level or 3 level you will usually need two of the top 3 honours.

Some examples. After partner doubles a 1♥ opening bid:
♠ 9543			♠ A954			♠ A987			♠ A874
♥ J854			♥ J8			♥ A8			♥ 9
♦ Q32			♦ K965			♦ KQ32			♦ Q76
♣ Q3			♣ 1097			♣ Q32			♣ K7654

Bid 1♠			Bid 2♠			Bid 4♠			Bid 2♠

There are many other uses of a competitive double which we will cover when we consider more advanced bidding. The most important point to remember at the moment is that a low level double of a suit (below 2NT) is more take out.
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