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Counsel for the Defence 87  – Quiz 

 

Board 1 

West Deals 

None Vul 

♠ K 5 4 

♥ A K Q 

♦ A Q 9 7 6 5 

♣ 10 
 

 

 

N 

W  E 

S 
 

 

 

♠ A 9 3 

♥ J 8 6 

♦ 10 2 

♣ A K Q 5 2 
 

West North East South 

1 ♦ Pass 2 ♠1 3 ♣ 

4 ♠ 5 ♣ Pass Pass 

5 ♠ All pass     

1. weak 

Q1: Do you agree with South's bidding actions, including the decision to not 

double the final contract (for context, West thought for some considerable 

time before deciding to compete to 5 ♠ and this is 'authorised' information to 

you)? 

 

You table the A♣, and are pleased to see that you at least make one trick in the 

club suit. Trick 1 goes A♣: A-10-3-7 

 

Q2: What do you make of partner's 3 ♣? 

 

Q3: You have two reasonable lines of defence at this point: what are they, and 

what are their respective merits? 

 

Q4: What do you lead to Trick 2? 

 

Post Mortem 

 

Q5: What do you think of each of the other players' bidding decisions? 

 

Q6: Could declarer have made the contract? 

 

Q7: How would you have fared in 5 ♣X if they defended with accuracy? 
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Board 2 

West Deals 

N-S Vul 

♠ A 5 2 

♥ A J 4 2 

♦ 7 3 2 

♣ A 6 4 
 

 

 

N 

W  E 

S 
 

 

 

♠ K Q 9 6 

♥ 10 5 3 

♦ A 9 8 

♣ Q 9 3 
 

West North East South 

1 ♣1 1 ♦ 1 ♥ Dbl 

2 ♥ Pass Pass 3 ♦ 

3 ♥ All pass     

1. can be short 

Explanatory bidding note - the opponents were playing a strong NT and five card 

majors, which means that West's opening bid might be a 12-14 balanced hand 

with only 2 or 3 clubs. 

 

Q1: Do you agree with the stated bidding by South? 

 

Q2: What opening leads do you consider, and which do you choose, and why? 

 

Let's say you opt for the K♠, which is won by dummy's Ace, Trick 1: you lead K♠: 

K-A-7-3 

 

Declarer thinks for a while then leads a low trump from the table, partner 

hopping up with the King. 

 

Trick 2: dummy leads 2 ♥: 2-K-7-3 

 

Q3: What seems odd about Trick 2? 

 

Partner leads the 10♠ which scores, and another spade which you win. 

Trick 3 - partner leads 10♠: 10-4-6-2 

Trick 4 - partner leads 8♠: 8-J-Q-5 

 

Q4: What is the remaining spade position? 

 

Q5: What are your general thoughts about the defence from here, and what do 

you lead to the next Trick? 
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Post Mortem 

 

Q6: What do you think about the bidding choices of the other players? 

 

Q7: How would you have fared in a diamond contract? 
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Board 3 

North Deals 

E-W Vul 

  

 

N 

W  E 

S 
 

 

♠ 10 8 2 

♥ J 4 

♦ J 10 6 4 3 

♣ A 7 2 
  

 

♠ 4 

♥ 7 5 2 

♦ A K 8 5 2 

♣ K 6 4 3 
 

West North East South 

  Pass Pass 1 ♦ 

1 ♠ Dbl 2 ♠ 3 ♣ 

3 ♠ All pass     

 

Q1: Do you agree with South's opening bid and rebid, bearing in mind the seat 

and vulnerability? 

 

Partner leads 9♦, and the first trick goes 9♦: 9-3-K-Q 

 

Q2: What are your thoughts about the diamond position? 

 

Q3: What are your general thoughts about the defence at this point? 

 

Q4: How specifically do you continue now? 

 

Post Mortem 

 

Q5: Do you agree with the bidding decisions of the other players? 

 

Q6: How would you have fared in a club or diamond contract?  

 


