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Wherever you are and whatever you are doing this Christmas, I 

wish you a very enjoyable time with peace, good health and 

happiness in 2025. 

 

Virtually all the 2024 Competitions have now finished – you can find names 
of all the winners of the major competitions in the Roll of Honour and the 

winners’ names are engraved on the respective Trophies.  The Slammer of 
the Year looks as though it will again be one or both of the Mortons – the 
rest of us must try harder in 2025! Our PDBC home web page 

(COMPETITION RESULTS) contains the details of non-trophy events as well, 

some of which are still running. For 2025 I have tried to devise more 
competitions to be competed for on both Friday and Wednesday evenings to cater for all 

members. You can find details by accessing the competition results themselves.  
 
CHARITY EVENT 

You may have noticed that we did not hold a Children In Need session this year (we may re-introduce 
it next year), but did support a special event for Water Aid and a Café Bridge event in the Summer. 
These events raised almost £800 for charity – thank you!  

 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
Please note the Club will be closed on Christmas Day but otherwise will be open for the playing of 
RealBridge on our normal Wednesdays and Fridays over the festive season. 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Thank you all members who attended the AGM Zoom meeting. Everything followed the Agenda and 

there were no surprises! Following suggestions the Committee is investigating a hostelry or two for a 
meal! It was agreed to maintain the membership and RB fees as for 2024 so from January 1st 2025 
the RB table fee will be maintained at £1-25 for members and £2-50 for non-members. 

 

MEMBERSHIP  RENEW NOW                      MEMBERSHIP               RENEW NOW   

YOUR ANNUAL CLUB MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES ON 31 DECEMBER; The annual subscription will be 

maintained at £5-00, so please renew your membership asap by sending an internet bank transfer 
(BACS) of £5-00 to 

Payee: Pershore Duplicate Bridge Club Sort Code: 09-01-55 A/C: 11652089 Reference: 
SUB2025 

Please do not include any RB fees - keep the subscription payment totally separate!   Please contact 
Mark Poxon if you wish to pay by any other method. 

 

If it is not your intention to renew we shall of course be sorry to see you go (and hope it is not too 

long before you return) but please drop me a line to prevent you receiving renewal reminders. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: There is no “Grace Period”.  YOUR MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION MUST BE 

RENEWED BY 31 DECEMBER IF YOU WISH TO PRESERVE RB TABLE FEE AT £1-25 from 1st 
JANUARY 2025.  
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Your Committee strives to keep membership and other fees to an absolute minimum, despite rising 

costs, whilst providing excellent bridge playing opportunities but we can only do this with your 
continued, REGULAR, support so please do make the effort and recommend us to your friends – 
wherever they are! Mark’s ongoing automatic computerised method for every member’s RB accounts 
has proved robust and highly successful and has been a great step forward in how we administer 

RealBridge. I know from members feedback how appreciated it is.   
 
DID YOU KNOW? 

 UNDO’s.  Are allowed for genuine misclicks in the BIDDING but not for changes of mind.  UNDO’s 

are NOT allowed during play.  To  minimise misclicks make sure your RB settings (the large cog) 

are set to “double click”   If you make a genuine misclick or mistake please do NOT call out saying 

something like “I didn’t mean that”. Simply click the UNDO request button; then speak.  If the 

UNDO is refused or not answered, then say something but make sure your UNDO request is made 

again, if needed. No one should bid if there is an outstanding UNDO request. 

 

 Double of opponents 1NT Opening 

If you double your opponent’s 1NT opening it is expected to be for penalty, with you having 15 or 

more points. If you double on less than this or your double is for take-out it must be alerted.   

 

 Overcalling 1NT (natural).  You are expected to have 15/16+ points; if you and partner 

overcall 1NT on less then the bid must be alerted. 

 

 The number of possible 52-card bridge deals is: 53,644,737,765,488,792,839,237,440,000 

 The number of possible auctions is: 

128,745,650,347,030,683,120,231,926,111,609,371,363,122,697,557 

 Auctions outnumber bridge deals by a factor of 2.4 quintillion to one!  (that's 18 zeros) 

An interesting deal from F2F days!   
WHAT WOULD YOU BID? I do not usually mention interesting hands – RB produces many! However, several 
years ago, at the Oxfordshire Swiss Team event, Mel (E) and I (W) were teamed with David Sheerin and Mark 
Stretch when the last hand in the first session produced an amazing deal!  

 
 

 
 
N 

 3 
 K 10 8 7 6 3 2 
 8 5 

 K 7 4 
 8 6  A K J 9 7 4 2 
  Q 
 A K J 9 4 2  Q 10 7 6 3 

 Q 10 8 3 2   
 Q 10 5 
 A J 9 5 4 
  
 A J 9 6 5 

Board 28 : Dealer West        N/S Vul  
    N            E             S            W 
                                              1 

    3         5           5          6 (wondering who has the spades???) 
    P           P              6          P   (? Looks like S may have them!) 
    P           6            P            7 
    P           P              P 
I think South’s restraint at not doubling when holding TWO aces was 
commendable, but clearly all at the table knew this was not a deal to be 
cavalier on. Either, 7 was a bad contract (in which event NS would get 
a good score) or it was going to make. No point in doubling then! 
Especially after my partner’s inspired and excellent bid of 6. Of course 

unknown to me he holds a massive hand after my 1 opening but 6 at 
this stage of the auction would shake the opps and showed me he 
almost certainly had the top 2 spade honours (though having bid 5 
over North’s pre-emptive 3 I was somewhat taken aback when he 
turned up with A K to seven!) and a willingness to play in 7. At the 

other table Mark & David sensibly let their opponents play in 6+1! 
How would you have bid each hand? 

 
My thanks to you all and I hope you stay safe and well this winter. 


