
 

Thank you for your support  

 
I hope all members have enjoyed the Summer and the opportunity to have holidays with family and meet 
up with friends. There has been quite a lot happening within PDBC.  We have welcomed a number of 
new members, notably from Kent and Hampshire. Apart from those two areas of the country we now 
have members from Oxfordshire, London, Northamptonshire, Gloucestershire, Surrey, Sussex and 
France! And of course – Worcestershire!! We still need more members so please spread the word to 
your friends; PDBC will make them most welcome. Again, I have to re-iterate we have a number of 
members whose support we highly value but as the Autumn approaches perhaps we could see them 
play more often on a Wednesday or Friday evening - attendances do matter and I will always do my best 
to find you a partner. The more tables we have the more variety of events we can play which makes for 
more interesting bridge matches! Meanwhile some dates for your diary!! 

 
CAFÉ BRIDGE  -  5 SEPTEMBER 

This was a great success thanks to Jonathan’s hard work in setting everything up and 
his organising skills. The results are on our web site.  Over £650 was raised – a 
splendid amount and just reward for everyone’s efforts. This was PDBC’s contribution 
to the EBU initiative of raising money for cancer research For more details see 
https://www.ebu.co.uk/festival-hub  . 
 
 
MICHAEL FAREY TROPHY 
This will take place on the 18th SEPTEMBER.  The event is open to everyone, irrespective of their NGS 
ranking, as the ‘normal’ weekly result will apply but in addition a result based on handicapped scores of 
those ranked NGS at 9 or lower will determine the winning pair for the Trophy itself. It follows the event is 
primarily geared to ensuring lesser ranked players have the opportunity of winning a Trophy event.  The 
normal, unhandicapped result will still attract masterpoints. 
 
WEIR TROPHY – TEAMS 
 
This will take place on the 18th OCTOBER – Teams of four so please organise yourselves into teams 
and then enter by getting your captain to email Liz – lizboyes24@gmail.com  Entries must be received 
by   12 OCTOBER.  This has always been a fun event for the club’s prestigious teams trophy, so please 
do enter.  
 
CHARITY NIGHT 
 

Following on from members requests not to enter the Children In Need again, last year we added a 
charity night into our calendar. This year our chosen charity is Water Aid and the date will be 6th 
November. Please come along and support the event – the club will make a donation but ask that all 

players make a donation of at least £5-00. Even if you cannot come please do make a donation.  To 
make the donation for charity only:   Payee: Pershore Duplicate Bridge Club Sort Code: 09-01-55 
Account: 11652089 Reference: CHARITY2024 Please keep payments for RealBridge fees and the 
Charity separate.  
 
AGM 
We will be holding our AGM via Zoom on 27th NOVEMBER at 6.30pm. Please make every effort to 
attend the AGM. It doesn’t normally last longer than 20 minutes but that doesn’t lessen its importance for 
members to have their say on matters such as annual subs, Committee etc.  Bridge will follow the AGM.  
NOTE EARLIER LOGIN TIME 
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Thank you for your support – if you have a new or changed email address please let me know 

LOOKING AHEADI have asked the Committee to consider whether to hold another coffee morning at 

Croome during October – the previous meetings have been much enjoyed by all who came along – or to 
perhaps arrange a lunch or evening meal at a local hostelry. I will write to members shortly 
 
REAL BRIDGE – CAMERA / SOUND ISSUES 

Most members have now sorted out any camera or microphone issues – if you haven’t then please go to 
RealBridge home page and select CONTACT then VIDEO/SOUND SUPPORT or contact RealBridge 
0794 232 2209 or 0747 555 7651. It is important that members have fully operational sound and video. 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 

One of the most useful features of our web site is the ability to replay the bidding and the hand – to see 
where you or the opposition went wrong! To access this go to the RESULTS and click on the ranking list 
and click on your pair. Select the board number and then click PLAY. If prompted select BSOL. In the 
small box of contracts click the box that most closely corresponds to your contract.  It may be that you 
bid 2H but the box may say you cannot make a heart contract. No matter – just click on your seat polarity 
and the suit or NT contract that you played in. Then click PLAY. The screen will turn a mixture of Green 
and Yellow boxes – green is the best card to play; yellow a worse one. The blue asterisk is what was 
actually played and to continue replaying the hand simply click one > or < arrows.or select the card you 
want. The small figures within the ‘cards’ show possible tricks if that card is played. It is really easy to 
use once you have familiarised yourself with the feature – and a great learning tool!  I have often heard 
comments (even from experienced players) like “the system says you can make 13 tricks – but I don’t 

see how; you must have a loser”.  Well, use the PLAY IT AGAIN feature after the match!   

 
MOVEMENTS 

It is obviously preferable to play perfectly balanced and fair movements where every pair plays ever 
other pair: for example with 7 tables (14 pairs) we can play 13 rounds of 2 boards = 26. And everyone is 
happy (I hope!) – its perfectly fair and we play a good number of boards. Things can change though and 
especially where there is a sit out. For example, with say 5.5 tables (11 pairs) a perfectly fair and 
balanced movement is 11 rounds of 2 boards. Everyone sits out for only 2 boards but some members 
dislike playing only 20 boards – so we could play, say, 9 rounds of 3 boards = 27 in total. Not everyone 
will sit out, but those that do will sit out for over 18 minutes, which will not be popular with some! Some 
pairs will play 27 boards; some 24.The movement is not fair and balanced and the result will be 
influenced by which pairs you do (or do not) play against. Fortunately this ‘problem’ only really arises 
where we have 6 tables in play and still want to play a Howell movement (some members prefer this 
type of movement for various reasons) though with an exact 6 tables and no sit out a Mitchell, 2 winner 
movement could be played of 6 rounds of 4 boards. The club directors will do their best but it is 
impossible to satisfy everyone all the time so probably when we get 6 tables the directors may alternate 
between 9 rounds of 3 boards one week and 11 rounds of 2 another week. If you would like to be a 
RealBridge director for the Club please let me know.  

QUICK QUESTION 

How many possible 52 card bridge deals are there? How many possible permutations of the Auction are 

there? If you have no idea of either – which is the greater?  

 

The number of possible 52-card bridge deals is: 53,644,737,765,488,792,839,237,440,000 The 
number of possible auctions is: 
128,745,650,347,030,683,120,231,926,111,609,371,363,122,697,557 That is a great number 
indeed; it seems that auctions outnumber bridge deals by a factor of 2.4 quintillion to one! (that's 
18 zeros) 

 


