
 

Thank you for your support  

 
 
Summer is around the corner (I hope!) but this is a busy time for all of us – especially in the 
garden or on the sports ground and I do of course appreciate that the long, sunny days provide 
plenty of alternatives to bridge. However, we really do need members to support us more 
frequently on Wednesdays and Fridays. Quite a few members have not played at the club for 

many months – please do try to make it to the club at least once a month. We would be 
delighted to see you! Our games are still very friendly and being able to chat with each other is 
a real bonus There seems a little reluctance by some players in pairing up with someone new 
when their normal partner is on holiday, or unable to play for whatever reason. Of course we all 
prefer our regular partner, but please use the Find A Partner feature – and USE IT if a member 
is seeking a partner. Playing with someone new is nearly always good fun and often very 
successful! 
 
COMPETITION DATES:  MARK YOUR DIARIES NOW! 
 
LADIES AND MENS PAIRS 
This event will take place on the 12th June; the highest ranked Ladies Pair winning the Michael 

Hill Trophy and the highest ranked Mens Pair the Lawrie Hunt Trophy. Pair up now!!  Mixed 
pairs are still eligible to play in the event but obviously cannot win a trophy! 
 
 MICHAEL FAREY TROPHY 
This event will be held Wednesday 18th September.  This is a handicapped competition, based 
on the preceding 13 weeks average scores, hopefully providing a real opportunity for the less 
experienced players to win!  A partnership without a handicap or a player of NGS 10 or above 
will be ineligible to win the Trophy though may still play in the event.  The normal result will still 
be valid for masterpoints but the winners of the handicapped result receive the engraved trophy!   
 
WEIR TROPHY TEAMS 
Our teams of 4 event for the Weir Trophy will take place on the 16th October.  We need to 

know in advance how many teams and so nearer the time please contact LIZ giving your team 
details and captain. I will send a reminder but please start thinking about your team now. 
 
CHARITY EVENT 

For many years the club has supported the Children in Need Sim Pairs but last year several 
members expressed misgivings about continuing to support it and instead we now hold an event 
to aid a local charity.  Last year we raised £220 for Acorns. This years event will be held on 6th 
November. We will designate the local charity nearer the time BUT PLEASE GIVE THE 

CHARITY EVENT YOUR SUPPORT. 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The date of our AGM will be 27th November followed by bridge. We will be holding our AGM via 

Zoom. Please make every effort to attend the AGM. It doesn’t normally last longer than 20 
minutes but that doesn’t lessen its importance for members to have their say.  Further details 
will be sent to members in due course. 
 
 
 

Summer 2024 
June 2024 



 

Thank you for your support – if you have a new or changed email address please let me know 

DID YOU KNOW    
 

1. You and your partner may have a convention card but if you have an understanding or 
knowledge of your partner’s actions in certain circumstances, then you should alert. 
Example: You know that your partner MIGHT, on occasions, open 1NT or 2NT with a 
singleton.  That may not be on your card as it happens rarely, (nonetheless it should be) or it 
may even be something that you personally would not do,  but it must still be alerted - even 
on RealBridge - and the explanation should include the singleton rank (eg Ace) if the 

singleton is limited to such.  
 
2. A similar situation can occur when your partner doubles the opposition 1NT opening. Firstly, 

the opposition are entitled to expect that the double is for penalty and shows at least 15+ 
hcp’s (or corresponding strength) so if you sometimes X opps 1NT opening for take out, or 
play that the X can be either for penalty or take out then the X must be alerted and your 

system explained.  A similar situation can arise with your overcall of 1NT – it must show at 
least 15hcp’s and if it MIGHT not then you should alert. 

 
3. A player should explain only the partnership understanding for a call, not how they intend to 

interpret it. They should say if there is no agreed meaning, but if they know from experience 
what it might be then that should be explained.   

 
 

4. This hand is truly world famous, courtesy of 

“Moonraker”. North is in 7  which is doubled and then redoubled!!  
NS have 8 hcp’s and West has 31 with East only 1.  
 
If you were North can you make it? (ps :  where did you get the idea that 
you need lots of hcp’s to make a grand slam? Eight is quite sufficient!)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Extended Stayman:  

Nearly all of us play one or more versions of Stayman.  At its simplest a bid of 2 asks partner 
who has opened 1NT if he has a 4 card major. But if you hold 5 / 5 in the majors how can you 

be certain to find the 8 card major fit? Some will try transfers (eg 2 to show 5 spades followed 

by 3 but doesn’t 3 show only four hearts? With 5/ 5 its normally better to keep it simple – bid 

normal Stayman of 2. If partner replies 2 then bid 3. This useful bid asks partner to bid his 
best 3 card major suit (he must have one as he opened 1NT). 
 
6. Incorrect Explanation 
 
“My partner gave an incorrect explanation of one of my bids during the auction. Should I 
have said anything to our opponents?”. If you become declarer or dummy and your partner 

has given a wrong explanation, or one of your alertable calls has not been alerted, you MUST 
rectify the situation before the opening lead is made. You must not do this as defender until the 

hand is over, when you are required to do so and if damage to your opponents has resulted the 
director should be called and may award an adjusted score. 
 

 void   (N) 

 void 

 Q 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 

 A Q T 8 4 

 A K Q J  6 5 4 3 2 

 A K Q J  T 9 8 7 2 

 A K  J T 9 

 K J 9  void 

 T 9 8 7 

 6 5 4 3 

 void 

                   7 6 5 3 2 


