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Improve Your Defence 

Monday evenings 7.30 - 9.30 pm starting 16th January 
repeated 

Tuesday afternoons 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm starting 17th 
January 

Tutor: Peter Litchfield 

 

Outline 
1. The opening led 
2. Reading the lead and how to signal 
3. Third hand play and the rule of 11 

4. Defensive guidelines, second hand play, leading through strength and 
when to cover an honour 
5. Count signals and Attitude signals 
6. Which signal to give + suit preference signals 
7. Ruffing - strategies for controlling Declarer's ability to ruff + trump 
promotions 

8. Understanding Declarer's strategy, counting, discarding and unblocking 

9. Sacrificing, the law of total tricks and defending against 1NT openings 
10. Consolidation 

Defence is regarded by many as the most difficult area of Bridge.   

Since one defends twice as often as one declares, improving your 

skills in this area is an excellent way of increasing your enjoyment of 

the game.   This course covers the key aspects of defensive strategy 

with plenty of practice in applying them.    It is aimed at people with 

some experience of playing Duplicate Bridge who wish  to defend 

contracts at a more advanced level than is possible with their current 
level of understanding. 

Book via the website at www.education.oxfordbridgeclub.com  

 

Suitable for Intermediate to Intermediate+ players 

 

http://www.education.oxfordbridgeclub.com/

