Junior Report — March 2025

GENERAL The progress nationwide of junior bridge from an almost standing start after Covid is
amazing. Much of it | have mentioned before but it is still all good (and getting better) news. When the
EBU ran youth there were 2 events per annum- summer camp and the national schools day in
Loughborough in March-shameful. Where did they imagine that the next generation of bridge players
would come from?

Since Covid we are now running

3 camps- Spring summer and autumn. Spring camp on Saturday has 70 attendees up from 32 in 2023
at the same venue.

School events. Loughborough (120 entrants up from 100 last year), Surrey Schools (150 entrants up
from 120 last year) Hertfordshire schools (reintroduced in 2023 after 30 years- 80 entrants)

Inter Schools League on RealBridge . 2 divisions (approx. 30T with subdivisions). Annual visit to the
HolL

Grand Prix pairs- 6 events through the years- 3 F2F, 3 online. In 2021-2 the good kids did not bother, by
2023/4 they cared. Loads of NGS Q,K and A and international medallists! 85 juniors played last year.

National Junior Pairs- 15t event at OBC on 12" April. 10 entries so far. Probably a slow starter like the
GP pairs. Holly has offered to help.

Universities. Tasters have been run and more planned for the autumn- free beer and pizza has proved
popular at Bristol . Freddie Beneat has volunteered to start a bridge club at Loughborough. Durham is
flying with Liam Fegarty.

Online club for newbies. 3T Run on RealBridge on Thursday afternoon by Richard and Charlie. The
youngsters come from beginner weekends at camps or from schools where they have tried bridge

Generation Game. Run monthly on RB. Stable with approx. 10T. As the youngsters develop in both
clubs they tend to move on to Alan Shillitoe’s U16 training squad.

Junior clubs in OBA. Holly and OJBC have done fantastic work over the years. Jonathan and Clare did
not seem to get going in Witney. There are very few school clubs, St H and St C, Radley, Abingdon,
Cotswold School, Burford. None of the primary schools restarted after Covid partly due to the
governments ‘catch up’ programme and partly due to aging volunteers. Cheltenham and GCBA are
flourishing.

The future. Zane and Jamie are TDs and Will Clennell is on the main panel, along with Stephen, Rob
and Megan. Itis good to have TDs who are strong enough to carry cards and fast enough to play in the
session whilst running it. | have partnered Will in speedball- 2 boards in 6.5mins so that he has Tmin to
sort the move with no problem!

Summary. When | spoke to the bridge teachers from the main bridge playing schools at Surrey and Nat
Schools, they are buzzing with excitement. They are telling us that it is the first time that they have felt
encouraged/supported and that as youth bridge is progressing so well, it might not be a dying game. It
still has a long way to go both in numbers and PR to catch chess up.
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