
NOTES of OF OBA COMPETITIONS SUBCOMMITTEE – Tuesday 28th January 

2025 (3.30pm  – 5.00pm) 

Email addresses for circulation 

Kathy Talbot <kathy_talbot@hotmail.co.uk>,  

Peter Litchfield <peterlitch@gmail.com>,   

Patricia Hones <patricia@hones.org.uk>,   

Malcolm Currie <mjc@star.rl.ac.uk>,          

Sandra Claridge sclaridge31@gmail.com,      

Peter Finbow <pwfinbow@yahoo.co.uk>,    

Sandra Nicholson <sjnich@gmail.com>,     

Graham Orsmond <grahamporsmond@hotmail.com>,  

OBA Competitions <obacomp@gmail.com>,   

 

 

 Agenda     

1. Apologies       Graham Orsmond, Sandra Claridge 

2. Minutes of previous meeting, Matters arising 

3. Competition regulations – Premiership were amended slightly after the last meeting at last meeting and 

will be on the website soon. 

The current scores are also displayed.  

4. Wessex League – Sandra Nicholson to report.  

Minor hiccups are sorted. KT to amend bylaws / regulations. There are a few minors amendments, KT & SN to 
check and then send to SB for website. The main amendment was synchronising rules for Division 1 to be 
consistent with Garden Cities.  

5. Review of current competitions, surpluses etc 

                  

  Harwell Cup 6-Oct-24   £82.23   

   Entries Entry Fee TOTAL  Paid into a/c 

   3 £24.00 0.59 £70.23  07.10.2024 

   1 £12.00  £12.00 £82.23    

  
REALBRIDGE 
FEE 16 -£0.84  -£13.44 ✓    

  EBU MP FEE 16 -£0.90  -£14.40 ✓    

           

  SURPLUS    £54.39     

                  

  Handicap Pairs 10-Nov-24   £150.54   

   Entries Entry Fee TOTAL  Paid into a/c 

   15 £12.00 0.42 
£173.7

0  27.11.2024 

  FREE ENTRZ -2 £12.00 0.42 -£23.16     

  
REALBRIDGE 
FEE 30 -£0.84  -£25.20 ✓    

  EBU MP FEE 60 -£0.45  -£27.00 ✓    
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  SURPLUS    £98.34      

                  

  Swiss Pairs 1-Dec-24  1.4% + 25p    

   Entries Entry Fee 
Square 
Fee TOTAL  Transferred 

  Via Square 41 £18.00 0.5 £717.50  

5-Dec-
24   

  Refund fees -4 £0.50  -£2.00  £697.50   

  Prize via Square 1 -£18.00  -£18.00     

  TOTAL 44   £697.50     

  PRIZES    -£150.00     

  
REALBRIDGE 
FEE 88 -£0.84  -£70.56 ✓    

  EBU MP FEE 176 -£0.76  -£129.36 ✓    

  TD FEE         

  SURPLUS    £347.58     

                  

                  

  Mixed Pairs 11-Jan-25  1.4% + 25p £103.80   

   Entries 
Entry 
Fee 

Square 
Fee TOTAL  Paid into a/c 

  Via Square 9 £12.00 0.42 
£104.2

2 ✓ 12.01.2025 

  Refund Fees 1  0.42 -£0.42 ✓    

           

  PRIZES    -£14.00     

  
REALBRIDGE 
FEE 20 -£0.84  -£16.80 ✓    

  EBU MP FEE 20 -£0.90  -£18.00 ✓    

  TD FEE         

  SURPLUS    £55.00     

                  

a) Mixed Pairs – another low entry.  Ih was decided to Have a Hybrid Mixed Pairs (3 table minimum on 
each). At Oxford (KT to ask for 18th or 11th January 2026 whichever is not the Midland Counties).  
Catering: Tea & Cake. The cost for playing F2F would be higher.  

Prize for the Premiership is entry for one day of the Congress (if two players, half price entry) 

Last meeting we agreed to having Harwell Cup F2F in 2025. At Wallingford 28th Sept 2025. Patricia Hones to 
ask Wallingford.  Catering: Tea & Cake.  

Directors for Feb – April competitions.  Swiss Pairs PH. See who qualified for County Pairs final 

 

6. New Version of Chester Cup 

Ref  starting/restarting a teams of 4 league played F2F – a restart of the Chester Cup rather than an offshoot 

of the Wessex League. Players don't have to be all from the same club-   Next steps 

ACTION: Graham Orsmond… regulations to come. To start May / June.  



SN & KT to share another draft with Graham 

Agreed was not for club or EBU members, but anyone in the county.  

 

7. Sunday Competitions for 2025 

Sun 16th March: County Pairs Final 

Abingdon BP Swiss Pairs 30th March – own licence 

Sun 27th April: BP Swiss Pairs (Junior Fundraising) 

 

8. County Pairs 

Open Event: County Pairs Semifinals:  Sun 2 Feb 2025, Thu 6 Feb 2025, Mon 17 Feb 2025 

                                                               Entries      27                        15                      9              = 50 

                                                               Qual          10 or 11              5 or 6            3 or 4          = 20  

                                                               Director   Patricia               Martin I                 Kathy 

SB has invited players to play in a Semifinal if they get 50% or more in a club heat in the weeks: 17th 

November 2024 , 1st December 2024 or 5th January 2025.  

Correspondence from Jonathan Davis. He is suggesting an alternative way of qualifying (for stronger players 

who do not play in club events or those who represented the County in the Corwen last year).  

The EBU does have rules that the county must follow since the County Pairs final is a qualifier for the Corwen. 

They say: The event can take one of the following formats: 

 (i) The classic format is to have qualifying rounds leading to an all-play-all final (e.g. Howell) of at least 36 

boards duration and of at least 2-board rounds.   

(ii)  Alternatively, the championship may be played as a single one-day all-play-all or all-play through event 

(iii)  As a further option, the championship may be played as a single-session qualifier and single session final, 

either on a single day or over two separate days 

These are actually from the MP booklet and one needs to read the full text in section 6.3, there are 

conditions applied. 

For 2025, we decided to add the 3rd Thursday Pairs league (the one in the qualifying weeks) and use 0imps + 

in overall to determine qualifiers. 

ACTION   KT to let him know.  

Corwen for 9-High Players 

We received this:    

The next stage in this process is the organising in 2025 of a Nine-High 'Corwen'. The final of two 18-Board 

sessions will take place on Saturday 31st May on BBO and RealBridge. Counties can enter the same number of 

pairs as they can for the Corwen Cup. 

 



Players who are eligible to represent a county in this event are those who had primary allegiance to the County 

on 1st January and who were graded NGS Nine or below on that date. The EBU supplied all counties with lists 

of their qualifying players around 18th Jan. I have invited the players who play in Gentle / 9-High or 18 board or 

fewer duplicates to play on Sunday 9th March (although there is a Dawes League Match, no 9-High one that 

date (to be checked) 

 

Suggestion:  Entries low, We decided to have a further qualifying week: February 24-28th 2025 and email to be 

sent to all 9-High player making it clear that for them, playing in ANY duplicate in the qualifying weeks lets 

them play in either County Pairs Semifinal, or 9H Corwen Qualifier on 9th March or both. 

 

 

9. Dates for 2025-2026   suggested these equivalent dates 

 

Sun 28 Sept 2025  F2F    Harwell Cup  Venue Wallingford 

Sun 9 Nov 2025        Handicap pairs RealBridge 

Sun 7 Dec 2025        Swiss Pairs Championship RealBridge 

Sun 18th or11th Jan 2026 Mixed Pairs 

16-17 Aug 2026      Congress 

 

AOB Abingdon Swiss Pairs, 30th March. The advertising has just started. 

 

10. Next competitions sub-committee meetings dates 

Dates are:  Tue 20 May 2025   3.30pm, Mon 20 Oct 2025 TBC  3.30pm 

Suggested, OK? 

https://www.bridgewebs.com/cgi-bin/bwoq/bw.cgi?club=oba&pid=display_page114
https://www.bridgewebs.com/cgi-bin/bwoq/bw.cgi?club=oba&pid=display_page1
https://www.bridgewebs.com/cgi-bin/bwoq/bw.cgi?pid=display_page111&event=20221204_1&wd=1&param=1&print=1&club=oba

