When an Opponent
Overcalls at the Two Level




Basic Guidelines
Double Is negative, through the level you and
your partner have agreed.

New-Suit Bids promise partner 10+ points and 5+
cards in the suit. If you play 2/1, you promise
12+ points.

Cue Bid promises 11+ points and 3+ card support.
Jump Shift promises 6+ cards with fewer than 10

points.
No Trump Bids are natural and guarantee a

stopper 1n the opponent’s suit.



1as..(2¢)...Double

Your Hand A
& 42
YvAQT74
¢1075
*»KQ43

Your Hand B
a)2
vyK974
¢1075

& A943

Your Hand C
o 2
vKQ74
¢A1075
& AJ43



1v...(2¢)...Double

Your Hand D Your Hand E
aK108642 oaAJ865
v54 v4

¢5 ¢K75

&»KJ43 #9743



1e

Your Hand F
aKQ104
v10754

¢ 107
&»AQ3

..(2 %)....Double

Your Hand G
48652
YAT752
¢KQ5

& A3

Your Hand H
a QJ972
vQ764

¢ K10

& 43



1w

Your Hand A
aKQ1042
v74

¢ 107
&*»AQ43

2 &

...(2 ¢)...New Suit

Your Hand B
aA?2

v4
¢KJ75
S#AQJ943

3%

Your Hand C
a AQ972
vQ7
¢A10

& J943

2 &



19 ...(2¢)...New Suit

Your Hand D
oaKQJ742
vQ7

¢A7
&»AQ3

2 &



1v...(2¢)...Support Partner

Your Hand A
0742
vK10 4
¢1075

& A843

29

Your Hand B
aA947?2
vQJG6

¢ 75

& 9743

29

Your Hand C
a72
vQ972
¢A105

& J943

3V



(N 4

Your Hand A
o774

vKJ 84
¢1075

& AK43

34

...(2 ¢)...Cue Bid

Your Hand B
aA947?2
vQJG6

¢ A5

& KJ43

3¢

Your Hand C
aKJ2
vQ972
¢5

& AQ943

3¢



(N 4

Your Hand D
aKQJ
vQ1084
¢1075

& AK4

34

...(2 ¢)...Cue Bid

Your Hand E
aAQ942
vQJ63

¢

& AJ103

3¢

Your Hand F
aKJ2
vQ972

¢ AK

& 9432

3¢



(N 4

Your Hand A
aKJ4
v84
¢KJ9
»#QJ843

2 nt

...(2¢)...No Trump

Your Hand B
aQ72
vQ8

¢ Q1075
& AJI98

2 nt

Your Hand C
aKJ9
vJ10
¢AQ85
&0Q943

3 nt



The Penalty Pass

* Whenever you open the bidding with a 1 level suit
bid, your LHO makes a suit overcall, your partner
passes and your RHO passes, you must consider
reopening with a double.

* When you reopen with a double, you are not
saying you want to defend the contract. You are
asking partner the question: Do you want to
defend this contract?

* Responder’s pass 1s sometime called a Trap Pass.




1 &

Your Hand A
Y

vyA94
¢KJ94
»#QJ843

pass

...(2 %)...Trap Pass

Your Hand B
o4
v85
¢ KQ1074
& KJB843

pass

Your Hand C
s K9
vJ86
¢AQ85
&*KQ94

Pass
or
3nt



Your Hand A
& 42
vyAl094
¢KJ9
»QJ84

double

14..(34)..2?

Your Hand B
¢ Q
vYyAKS85

¢ 532

& KJB843

double

Your Hand C
s K9
vJ865
¢85
SAKQ94

double



Your Hand D
4042
vK1094
¢+J9
»QJ84

34
borderline

o...(34)..7

Your Hand E
400842
v85

¢ 532

& KJ85

34

Your Hand F
aK9872
vK4?2

¢5
#0984

4 &



Your Hand D
aK542
vK109
¢+J9

& AK 84

4 4

14..(34)..2?

Your Hand E
aKJ2
vAQS5
¢ 92
& KQJ85

4 4

Your Hand F
aK9872
YAKA42
¢5
»KQ9

4 nt



24 ... (27)...7?

People don’t overcall a 2 & opening bid very
often, but it happens occasionally.

Best ignore the overcall. Just make your
normal bid.

Of course, you don’t have to bid to keep the
auction open for partner.

You can pass, listen for your partner’s bid than

bid accordingly.



24 ...(27)...7?

Keep it simple.
Pass with 4 or fewer points.
Double with 5-7 points.

Bid a decent 5-card or longer suit with 8 or more
points.

Bid no trump with a solid stopper in the
opponent’s suit and 8+ points.

Talk 1t over with partner, but an overcall of 2 &
happens so seldom, good luck in remembering.



24 ...(27)...7?

Your Hand A Your Hand B Your Hand C
0742 aKJ107 4 aKJ 6
v109 v109 vA9
¢+K983 ¢ K3 ¢8763

& J3843 20843 & J3843
Pass, you 2 4 2 nt

expect partner
to bid what she
can make.



2% ...(2¥)...7

Your Hand D
Q42
v109
¢+K983
&J843

Double, 5-7
points,
relatively
balanced

P27



