WHY DID WE GET A 17.3% ON THAT HAND?
By Nancy Crow

In Duplicate Bridge, your score is compared to all other pairs that play exactly the same board (hand)–therefore N/S is only compared against other N/S pairs that have played that board and likewise E/W is only compared against other E/W pairs.

Note: N/S percent + E/W percent = 100% 

The Duplicate Bridge scoring system is based on Matchpoints. To calculate your score on a particular board:
· Award your self one Matchpoint for every pair you beat and ½ Matchpoint for every pair you tie on each board.
· Divide this number by the total number of opponents on this board.

EXAMPLE: Let’s see how each N/S pair did on the following board/hand.  This hand was played 8 times, so each pair is compared to the other 7 N/S pairs that played this hand.

	N/S Pair
	N/S Score
	E/W Score
	MP’s
	Percentage

	1. Abby/Bart
	170
	
	4.5
	4.5/7=0.64285…~ 64%

	2. Carl/Dave
	420
	
	
	

	3. Eli/Fred
	100
	
	
	

	4. Grace/Hal
	
	140
	
	

	5. Issi/Jack
	50
	
	
	

	6. Karen/Leo
	170
	
	
	

	7. Mary/Ned
	140
	
	
	

	8. Ollie/Polly
	300
	
	
	



Let’s Practice:  How did Carl and Dave playing N/S do on this board?

	N/S Pair
	N/S Score
	E/W Score
	MP’s
	Percentage

	1. Abby/Bart
	140
	
	
	

	2. Carl/Dave
	110
	
	
	

	3. Eli/Fred
	
	100
	
	

	4. Grace/Hal
	
	100
	
	

	5. Issi/Jack
	
	100
	
	

	6. Karen/Leo
	
	100
	
	

	7. Mary/Ned
	
	110
	
	

	8. Ollie/Polly
	
	110
	
	

	9. Quincy/Ray
	
	110
	
	

	10. Sam/Ted
	
	110
	
	

	11.Uppy/Vi
	
	110
	
	

	12. Wanda/Xi
	
	140
	
	




Calculate the percentage score for N/S pair Karen and Leo.

	N/S Pair
	N/S Score
	E/W Score
	MP’s
	Percentage

	1. Abby/Bart
	140
	
	
	

	2. Carl/Dave
	140
	
	
	

	3. Eli/Fred
	100
	
	
	

	4. Grace/Hal
	
	100
	
	

	5. Issi/Jack
	
	110
	
	

	6. Karen/Leo
	
	140
	
	

	7. Mary/Ned
	
	140
	
	

	8. Ollie/Polly
	
	170
	
	

	9. Quincy/Ray
	
	170
	
	

	10. Sam/Ted
	
	300
	
	

	11.Uppy/Vi
	
	620
	
	

	12. Wanda/Xi
	
	620
	
	




Find the percentage score for Karen and Leo playing E/W on this board.

	N/S Pair
	N/S Score
	E/W Score
	MP’s
	Percentage

	1.  Abby/Bart
	250
	
	
	

	2. Carl/Dave
	150
	
	
	

	3. Eli/Fred
	50
	
	
	

	4. Grace/Hal
	50
	
	
	

	5. Issi/Jack
	
	100
	
	

	6. Karen/Leo
	
	110
	
	

	7. Mary/Ned
	
	200
	
	


















THE LIKELIHOOD OF SPECIFIC DISTRIBUTIONS OF THE OPPONENTS CARDS

Common Knowledge says
· That if there is an EVEN number of cards in the opponents hand, the odds are that they will NOT split evenly
· That if there is a ODD number of cards in the opponents hand, the odds are that they WILL split evenly

A fairly easy way of figuring the odds is to list all the possible distributions, which can exist and count the number of any particular one to arrive at a ratio.  This isn’t 100% accurate due to the fact that there is limited number of cards one is working with rather than an infinite number, but it is close enough to be practical.


EXAMPLE:  There are four cards outstanding.  Say the four cards are  Q  4  3  2.  (There will be  possible combinations.)

These 16 possible combination are:


			LEFT			RIGHT
			
			3 2			Q 4
			4 2			Q 3
			4 3			Q 2
        			Q 4			2 3
			Q 3			2 4
       			Q 2			2 3
			Q 3 2			   4
			Q 4 2 			   3
			Q 4 3 			   2
			4 3 2 			  Q
			4			Q 3 2
    			3			Q 4 2
			2			Q 4 3
			Q			4 3 2
			Q 4 3 2			______
			_______ 			Q 4 3 2

What is the approximate percentage that the 4 cards will break two – two?          ________________

What is the approximate percentage that the 4 cards will break three - one?         ________________

What is the approximate percentage that the 4 cards will break four - zero?         ________________
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