Our team’s (Bamford, Flew, Simpson, Skelton) reward for winning the Broke Cup was entry to the
National teams of four, The Pachabo which was held face to face this year. Two team members
were unavailable and Doreen Simpson could only make the Sunday so subs were drafted in. Doreen
partnered David Banks, | partnered Graham Dolby over both days and Gerry Kingston and Frank
Isack joined us for the Saturday.

25 teams attended. The format was all play all -24 x 4 board matches with teams vying for a share of
16 points in each match. We got off to a flying start with a bye in round 1. It was a tough event. |
recognised 10 England internationals, some of whom are playing in the forthcoming Europeans and
Worlds. We always lagged towards the bottom and eventually finished 24/25 although we did have
a rally in the third quarter to 20t before a very tough final stanza knocked us back again. Two hands
from that quarter illustrated the difficulties.

| had a spell of defending. There was little room for error and | perhaps should have restrained
myself (again!) on hand 34 (see below). Hearing 1S on my right | overcalled 2H with S K542, H AQJ54,
D Q5,C 42 then two passes and X from the opener, Tommasini which ended the auction . | got cut to
ribbons with 6 hearts sitting over me and soon wrote 800 in the minus column. On the other table
3H went off by 5 but Doreen couldn’t double with the long hearts as she feared it would be read as a
take out.

Hand 37 (see belw) featured in the Daily Telegraph where the Yorkshire North (the hand been
turned round for presentation in the DT) ended up in INXX as partner tried an abortive rescue into
clubs, a big penalty of 1000 loomed but it was mis-defended and North made plus one for 1160 - a
great hand for the paper. In our match North played in 2D at both tables, rather prosaic but it
illustrated the difficulty of the match scoring. There were 8 VPs to be shared by the teams after
converting from IMPs but also 2 points per board, total 8 for those that won each hand. So an over
trick which means little in teams could win 2 points or 12.5% of the match score. Graham Dolby led a
safe heart from QJT but that gave North a chance to take 2 ruffs in dummy for an overtrick. Doreen
had a much trickier lead of a spade and hence made one trick fewer as it was harder to get back to
hand for the second ruff. The diamonds were foul and whoever led them would lose out. The best
play from North on any non -trump lead (which costs the defence a trick anyway) is a low club at
trick 2, this starts the cross ruff (not necessarily an obvious line) and allows North to make all the
diamonds in hand. If say east switches to a diamond when winning the club North rises with the ace
and makes 9 tricks. When chatting about tactics before the event Graham Flew said ‘just get out
alive!” and he was right!

It was a great experience and hammered home the value of sticking to basics and plugging away, if
that doesn’t sound too John Majorish. Three of us hadn’t competed at that level before but |
certainly felt like I'd like another crack at something similar. The whole team enjoyed themselves
which if you are not winning is a real bonus. Thanks to the County association for paying the entry
fees and making a contribution to travel/accommodation.

Alan Bamford.
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