
                                                                           A Damaging Double 

                                                                                North 

                                                                                ♠ AQ4 

                                                                                ♥K 

                                                                                ♦ Q7654 

                                                                                ♣AQ65 

                                         West                                                                  East 

                                             ♠973                                                                   ♠KJ65 

                                             ♥752                                                                   ♥Q3 

                                             ♦J92                                                                    ♦AK8 

                                             ♣10973                                                              ♣KJ62 

 

                                                                               South 

                                                                                      ♠1082 

                                                                                      ♥AJ109864 

                                                                                      ♦103 

                                                                                      ♣4 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

                           3H          P 

    4H        X       All Pass 

Saturday 17th saw the Northants One Day Swiss Pairs Green Point event. In the past this has been 
run by EBU directors in a grubby hall. In the last couple of years Northants has done a DIY job on the 
event, running it at Northampton Bridge Club, an excellent, friendly venue, and smoothly run by Jim 
and Nicky Bainbridge putting the EBU to shame. I would encourage all Northants members to play 
and enjoy this event next year……It beats Eurovision!  
The above hand caught out a few pairs on both sides. Doubling can be a useful way to compete but 
can sometimes also be a double edged sword if you don’t win the auction, giving important 
information to declarer. Should East act on the above auction? The four spades are good but with Qx 
of hearts the hand is really only worth fifteen points. One can’t complain at wanting to compete at 
pairs with the “boss” suit but here a pass would have been more prudent. 
West has nowhere to go and pass is the best shot of a plus score hoping partner has enough to beat 
it. The seven of spades is led. Can declarer take advantage of the information given by the double? 
If hearts come in you have seven hearts and two aces. Where is the tenth trick going to come from? 
Normally you may try one of the black suit finesses but these look doomed after the double. 
Although less likely normally, here trying to set up dummy’s diamonds is best. Declarer should resist 
the queen at trick one and play low. East can do no better than win the jack and play a heart to 
dummy’s king. What now? It’s tempting to cash ace of clubs and ruff a club to hand to draw trumps 
and play diamonds towards dummy, but you need entries to set up the diamonds, so this would be a 
mistake. You must play diamonds immediately from the table. However if West can win the first 
diamond they will play a second spade setting up the fourth trick for the defence. Easts double 
suggests he is almost certain to have the Ace and King of diamonds so declarer can neatly keep west 
away from the first diamond by playing the queen  from dummy at trick three! East can win and play 
a second diamond to west who now plays a second spade, but declarer is in control, they can win 
the ace, ruff a diamond high, draw trumps, and the wisdom of preserving the club ace is rewarded as 
the entry to dummy to pitch the losing spade. An unbeatable four hearts if played carefully but 
without the clues from the unfortunate double, it would probably go down. 
 
Rob Miller 



 
Rob is far too modest to reveal that NS on this deal were him and partner Dan Baines who won the 
event for the second year running.  
 
Here is a second board where we see another example of Rob’s brilliance/audacity/courage/luck 
(delete as you deem fit) 
 
 

  
 
Zia Mahmood maintains that if you show a stop in the bidding, you don’t need one in the play. 
Really? Let’s see. 
 
Here N opened an intermediate 2H followed by 2 passes and 2S from W. E raised this to 3S and out 
of the blue, S (Rob) plonked down 3NT! 
 
W thinks S has the SK so leading a spade may present him with his 9th trick and leads the C2. E wins 
the A and thinks S must have the SA. If I lead a spade he will run this round to the Q and returns a 
club to the J and K.  
 
By now EW are under the magician’s spell. W leads a 3rd club and declarer racks up the next 11 
tricks. 
 
To preserve their dignity I will not disclose the names of the EW pair. Suffice to say, this board 
caused me to have a restless night. 
 
Bill Chadwick 


