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Ruling the Game

rulings@acbl.org

MODERATOR MATT KOLTNOW

Recently,myright- hand
opponent opened a strong,
artificial 24 holding:

4AKQB753 v 4Q63 SATG.

1did not think this hand was
strong soT called tho diroctor, be-

‘causo T heard you had tohavo a mini-

‘mumm numbor of high-card points to

‘open 2. Sho told m what mattered

was that my opponent thought it was.

‘stronghand I this ruling correct?

30 Bidge Bultin September 020

dothey speciy minimum standards

forastrong atifical 24 openingbid.

Very Strongisdofined n the charts

‘s whand which meets one of three

standarde.

1 Atleast20HCP

2. Atleast 14 HCP and withinatrick
‘o game assuming sutsbroak
‘ovenly amongthe other hands.

2. Atleasts Control Points (where an
‘ses counts for 2 controls and a king
for L control and withinatrick of
game assuming sits broak evenly
‘among the other hands
‘Thohand yousubmittod has 16 HCP

‘and 5 Control Points,but it doss ot

‘come within arick of game when suits

broak ovenly amongthe opponents.

‘Whenspades break 7-2-2-2,tishand

sill ko seven spados and on club,

for et rics, teo fower than the 10

‘neededto make 44. It would notbe

pproprist o consider eight playing.

tricksto be -within one trck of SNT.

‘Evenif suits divide evenl, he oppo-

‘nents would often be sbletoscore six:

top winners for down two.

‘This 24 bid doos not meet any ofthe.
definitionsofa Very Stronghand,soit
isnot pormittod in an ovent whero the
‘Basicor Basic+ hartisn ffect Note
thatit isno longer important whether
the partnership has an expicit agreo-

Teswouldbelogal o open 24 onthis
handinan event using the Openor.
Open chart
"Nomattor what event youare play-
ingin i youand your partner sgree
thata24 opensr couldbebasodon
playing strength(und high cards or
‘control)rather than just high-card
point,the most accurata way tomark
your convention card would be o put
the minimum high-card mumber n the
high-card-point lank and draw anar-
rovwtothe Describe area where yousdd
srordingsuch as“or 1 rick fromgame.”





 




 

