NORTHERN IRELAND BRIDGE UNION
COUNCIL
(Draft) Minutes of a meeting held at the Belfast Boat Club on April 2nd 2026 from 11am.
Present: Diane Greenwood (Chair), Harold Curran (President), Michael McFaul, Brian Mullan, Wayne Somerville, Lesley Agar, Heather Hill, Anne Fitzpatrick, Rex Anderson, Anne Hassan, Helen Hall, Nuala Mooney, John Baker, Alan Mackay, Gerry Starrs.
1. Apologies
Toni Sproule, Ian Hamilton, John O’Neill

2. Minutes of the meeting held on December 1st 2025.
Approved on a proposal by Anne Fitzpatrick, seconded by Heather Hill.

3. Matters Arising
Item 3:6. Agreed to check if Downshire Hospital could accommodate the Ciara Burns Trophy with c. 25 tables in August or September.
Action: MMcF

Item 4. The difficulty in recruiting a Junior Camrose team was highlighted and it was agreed the focus should be on the Peggy Bayer representatives.
Action: Youth Committee

Item 6. MMcF  confirmed that the Selection Committee Manual had been amended to allow the committee flexibility in the entrant’s requirements for future trials.

Item 11. MMcF stated that the CBAI did not yet have a Safeguarding policy but were working on a version adapted from the EBU policy.

4. League Nights.
Correspondence from Derryvolgie club highlighted the problem that Wednesday evenings had given that it was a regular club night. It was agreed that the online League(s) would revert to playing on different evenings throughout the season. However these would be arranged and publicised well in advance.

5. Competitions on Real Bridge
Ian Hamilton had confirmed that the Causeway Coast Pairs (formerly ‘Northern’ Pairs) would be played on the same platform as the recent Belfast Pairs. It was highlighted that so far, no entries had been received. Wayne Somerville agreed to move the item back to the front page of the website.

6. Mailchimp
Helen Hall explained the work done so far in rolling out this program. Presently only c. 50% of members email addresses were available. A new computer system was being developed within the CBAI which would probably make Mailchimp unnecessary.

7. Lady Milne Update
Brian Mullan highlighted the urgent need to recruit more Vugraph Operators and asked for contacts to be sent to him as soon as possible.

8. Bridge Ireland Developments.
Michael McFaul updated members present. Rex Anderson spoke of the need for a model ‘Regional Constitution’ within Bridge Ireland to be devised in advance of the forthcoming AGM. Such a development would no longer require the existing NIBU Constitution to be amended. It was agreed that it should be presented at the forthcoming AGM prior to the vote on joining ‘Bridge Ireland’. 
It was agreed that the draft ‘Bridge Ireland’ Constitution would not be submitted for general circulation at this stage.
Action: MMcF to contact Dermot O’Brien.

9. Annual General Meeting
It was agreed that the NIBU and CBAI AGMs should take place simultaneously. A date of Saturday June 27th was provisionally agreed, venue and date to be confirmed. 
It was decided not to hold another Council meeting until immediately after the AGM. 

The meeting ended at 1pm.

Michael McFaul
Hon. Secretary.
