NORTHERN IRELAND BRIDGE UNION
COUNCIL
(Draft) Minutes of a meeting held at the Belfast Boat Club on December 1st 2025 from 11am.
Present: Harold Curran, Diane Greenwood, Michael McFaul, Helen Hall, Wayne Somerville, Gerry Starrs, Anne Fitzpatrick, Rex Anderson, Heather Hill, Lesley Agar, Alan Mackay, Ian Hamilton, John O’Neill, Brian Mullan
1. Apologies
John Baker, Nuala Mooney, Toni Sproule. Anne Hassan

2. Minutes of the meeting held on September 3rd 2025.
The Minutes were approved on a proposal by Helen Hall and seconded by Brian Mullan.

3. Matters Arising
Items 4 and 7.
MMcF confirmed that the website had been updated with the relevant details.
Item 9 (From 100325 Minutes).
Mailchimp – main agenda item

Item 6
Rex Anderson suggested that at least one section of the Ciara Burns trophy be played in her hometown Downpatrick. It was agreed to refer the matter to the Tournament Committee with the recommendation that the entire event be played in Downpatrick.
Action: Competitions Secretary

4. Youth Committee Report
Following discussion it was agreed to fully fund teams to both the Peggy Bayer and Junior Camrose events on condition that  the appointed NPCs ensure a vigorous training programme is enacted. All junior representatives to join an affiliated club on a recommended reduced rate. The Youth Committee to investigate if clubs could do fund raising in support of junior players and members and also to identify schoolteacher members who could encourage pupils to take up Bridge. Proposed by Alan Mackay and Seconded by Heather Hill.
Committee to contact CBAI to explore the possibility of training being shared between the two bodies.
Action: Sandie Millership & Youth Committee members.

5. Masterpoints Sub-Committee report
Ian Hamilton recommended an allocation of red points appropriate to the number of Senior League teams playing in the new season. On a proposal by Heather Hill, seconded by Helen Hall ,this was agreed by all present.
Action: Masterpoints Secretary.



6. Lady Milne Trials
As there had been only 6 entries to complete 2 teams, the Selection Committee had decided not to hold trials. Membership of the ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams would be decided on performance in forthcoming red point events. It was agreed that future trials notices would state that entry fees would be non-refundable should no trial take place. It was also agreed that future Lady Milne trials would be open to all female players.
Action: MMcF to amend SC Manual. Michael Coffey to note.

7. International Mixed Teams 2026
It was agreed to enter 2 funded teams and refer the selection of teams  to the Selection Committee. Proposed by Helen Hall, Seconded by Anne Fitzpatrick.
Action: Michael Coffey & Selection Committee.

8. Amalgamation developments
Michael McFaul briefed members on developments regarding the proposed governance structure of the new body. Full details to be available for circulation before Christmas. Subsequently an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) of the Union would be held On Saturday March 28th 2026 in order to amend the NIBU Constitution.
Action: Michael McFaul

9. Mailchimp
Helen Hall outlined the advantages of using this email programme as a means of contacting the membership in a variety of selective ways. It was noted that the email database listed only some 50% of current members and it was agreed to ask clubs to encourage their members to add their names to the list.

10. Senior League
Lesley Agar raised concern expressed by Derryvolgie club regarding the change of night to Wednesday as this conflicted with the club’s duplicate night.

11. Safeguarding
Rex Anderson urged the Union to adopt a Safeguarding policy and suggested the CBAI’s version be requested.
Action: Michael McFaul to contact Dermot O’Brien.

12. Date of next meeting
March 28th 2026 immediately after the EGM.

Michael McFaul
Hon. Secretary.

