
 
 

NORTHERN IRELAND BRIDGE UNION 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

23 AUGUST 2020 

 



 
 

NORTHERN IRELAND BRIDGE UNION 
2020 Annual General Meeting of the Executive Council 

AGENDA 

1. Chairperson’s welcome 

2. Apologies 

3. Minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting 

4. Matters Arising 

5. To receive the report of: 

a. The Chairperson 

b. The Honorary Secretary 

c. The Honorary Competitions Secretary / Chair of the Tournament 

Committee 

d. The Honorary Treasurer 

e. The Honorary Masterpoints Secretary 

6. To receive and pass the Financial Accounts if thought fit, for the year ended 

March 31st, 2020 

7. Outgoing Chairperson’s address and handover. 

8. Incoming Chairperson’s address 

9.  President’s Address 

10. To elect nominees to the office of: 

a. Honorary Secretary: Michael McFaul, nominated by Kelvin & Malone 

b. Honorary Treasurer: Anne Fitzpatrick, nominated by Derryvolgie 

c. Honorary Competitions Secretary: Vacant 

d. Honorary Masterpoints Secretary: Ian Hamilton, nominated by Kelvin & 

Malone 

e. Honorary International Match Manager: Helen Hall, nominated by Belfast 

Boat Club 

11. To elect the Examining Accountant 

12. To elect twelve representatives of affiliated clubs to serve on the NIBU 

Council. These to include the Immediate Past Chairperson (ex-officio.) 

13. To elect three trustees. 

14. Presentation of trophies. 

15. Any other business 
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NORTHERN IRELAND BRIDGE UNION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019 

(Draft) Minutes of the meeting held at La Mon Hotel on Sunday June 16th, 2019 

from 1.30pm 

Present:  President   Ian Lindsay 

  Chairperson   Harold Curran 

  Hon. Secretary   Michael McFaul 

  Hon. Treasurer   Anne Fitzpatrick 

  Hon. Competitions Secretary Liz Scott 

  Hon. Masterpoints Secretary Ian Hamilton 

  Vice-Chairperson elect  Heather Hill 

  Councillor   Nuala Mooney 

  Councillor   Christine Crockett 

  Councillor   Helen Hall 

  Councillor   Norman Lacey 

  Councillor   Eric Lesage 

  Councillor   Ken Hammond 

  Councillor   Tom McKeever 

  Councillor   John Ferguson 

 

Delegates:  Dudley Marjoram, Peter Conway (Armagh), Maureen Kelly, 

Maeve Wylie (Downshire Hospital), Roberta Madill (Carrickfergus), Stan Lowe, Rae 

Seaton (Derryvolgie), Barbara Ewart, Richard Coulter, Wayne Somerville 

(Holywood), Jacky Marks, Geoff Booth, Heather Scott (Killyleagh), Robin Burns, 

Derek Cannell, Toni Sproule, Alan Hill (Kelvin & Malone), Hilary Ferguson (Quoile), 

Jacinta McKeown (SMCOBA), Elaine Mulvenna (Teconnaught) 

 

Apologies: Ian Hamilton, Anne Hassan, Pat Johnston, Elbha Walmsley, 

Norma Irwin, Christine Byrne, James McAllister, Emmet Devlin, Rosemary Kilpatrick, 

Helen Lowe, Pauline Flanagan, Lynda Johnston, Rosemary O’Neill, Greer Mackenzie, 

Brian Hamill, John Murchan, Mark Lennon, Clare Watson 
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Following refreshments, the Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

1. Minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting. 

On a proposal by Derek Cannell, seconded by Helen Hall, the Minutes 

were accepted. 

 

2. Matters Arising. 

None. 

 

3. Annual Reports 

The Chairperson paid tribute to Greer Mackenzie and the work he had 

done over many years in setting up the NIBU website but who was now 

stepping down. Members showed their appreciation in the customary 

fashion. The Chair spoke about his first year in office, stating that the 

hosting of the Junior Internationals had been a highlight. He paid tribute 

to all the organisers and spoke of the warm congratulations he had 

received on their behalf from many of the participants. 

The Secretary said that, due to an oversight, the election of the office of 

President had been overlooked when determining business to be 

transacted. However, the matter would be dealt with along with the 

election of Officers and Councillors. 

The Treasurer informed members that the Union had incurred a loss for 

the first time. Congress sponsorship had been lost and income from 

competitions was down. 

The Competitions Secretary regretted the continuing downturn in entry 

levels to Union events, a situation reflected in comments by the Chair of 

the Selection Committee. 

The Chairs of both the Laws & Ethics Committee and Youth Committee 

were not present and were thanked for their reports. 

On a proposal by Nuala Mooney, seconded by Toni Sproule, all reports and 

related documents were accepted. 

 

4. Financial Accounts 

On a proposal by Alan Hill, seconded by Hilary Ferguson, the accounts for 

year ending March 31st, 2019, were accepted. 
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5. Chairperson’s Address 

The Chair paid tribute to the work and support of the Officers, Committee 

members and Tournament Directors. 

 

6. President’s Address 

The President said his period of tenure had been a pleasure, largely 

derived from seeing Council, Committees and Officers working well 

together for the benefit of the Organisation as a whole. 

 

7. Election of Officers 

On a proposal by Nuala Mooney, seconded by Tom McKeever, the 

following officers were re-elected: 

Honorary Secretary   Michael McFaul 

Honorary Treasurer   Anne Fitzpatrick 

Honorary Competitions Secretary  Liz Scott 

Honorary Masterpoints Secretary  Ian Hamilton 

 

8. Election of International Match Manager 

Helen Hall was re-elected on a proposal by Liz Scott, seconded by John 

Ferguson 

 

9. Election of Examining Accountant 

Peter Green was re-elected on a proposal by Ian Lindsay, seconded by 

Alan Hill 
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10. Election of Councillors 

Delegates voted by secreta ballot to elect 11 nominees from a field of 13 

candidates. The following were duly elected: 

Christine Crockett (Maghera) 

John Ferguson (Quoile) 

Helen Hall (Belfast Boat Club) 

Ken Hammond (Spa) 

Anne Hassan (SMCOBA) 

Norma Irwin (Kelvin & Malone) 

Pat Johnston (Derryvolgie) 

Norman Lacey (Carrickfergus) 

Eric Lesage (Kelvin & Malone) 

Tom McKeever (Coleraine) 

Patrick Rice (St. Joseph’s Carryduff) 

 

11. Election of Vice-Chairperson 

Heather Hill was elected on a proposal by Helen Hall, seconded by Nuala 

Mooney 

 

12. Election of President 

The Chairperson stated that he had asked John Murchan if he would be 

prepared to stand for office and he had agreed. On a proposal by Stan 

Lowe, seconded by Alan Hill, John Murchan was elected notwithstanding 

an objection voiced by a delegate. 

 

13. Presentation of Trophies 

The following trophies were presented to winners: 

Premier 2 Wayne Somerville (on behalf of Team O’Kane) 

Inter ‘A’  Christine Crockett 

Inter ‘B’  Norman Lacey & Rae Seaton 

Millership Cup Tom McKeever 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2.45pm. 

 

Michael McFaul 

Hon. Secretary  
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CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 
 

Once again the year started in September with our Congress. Many thanks are due 
to Anne Hassan and her team for their hard work in making this such a successful 
and entertaining weekend.  
 
The autumn continued with the usual competitions and various trials.  In early 
January, the Camrose team travelled to Edinburgh to compete in the first weekend 
of the competition. The SBU were excellent hosts and although our teams did not 
take any of the main placings it was a very enjoyable weekend.  The second weekend 
was held in La Mon on the first weekend of March. Our International Match 
Manager, Helen Hall with her team not only organised the weekend but operated 
the BBO vugraph. Liz Scott and her excellent team of BBO vugraph operators ensured 
this ran smoothly. I felt so proud of the NIBU as plaudit after plaudit was received 
from team captains and competitors alike for the organisation and hospitality of the 
weekend with everyone saying it was the best Camrose weekend ever! 
 
It is particularly pleasing that our schools bridge programme continues to go from 
strength to strength.  Under the guidance of Norman Lacey and Norma Irwin and 
their team of enthusiastic and dedicated volunteers, 500 primary school children 
learnt the basic skills of bridge. This is a real achievement for the NIBU and something 
we should be very proud of. I hope we will have a Peggy Bayer team representing 
the NIBU in the near future.   
 
From December, Covid 19 was developing internationally, eventually making its way 
to Ireland in early Spring. Given the age profile of our sport we are an at risk group 
which led to the cessation of all events when lockdown became the order of the day. 
Events such as Leagues and Cups remain to be completed at this stage and will be 
finalised when normality returns. 
 
My thanks go to the tournament committee and in particular to Ian Hamilton for 
running the Simultaneous Pairs events.  Ian already has everything organised for the 
next season. He does sterling work in maintaining the Master Point records and his 
technical expertise has come to the fore since lockdown in running online events. I 
would encourage all NIBU members to support our first virtual Congress in 
September.  It is very pleasing to see our wider membership enjoying their online 
bridge experience. Hopefully this will lead to greater participation in our future 
events. 
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My tenure as Chairman has now come to an end. I would like to thank all those who 
supported me during the past year especially the Office bearers. My thanks also for 
the continued reliable input of our Tournament Directors, particularly Alan Hill, 
Sandie Millership, Diane Greenwood and Kevin Hinds. 
 
I am delighted to welcome Heather Hill as Chair and wish her every success in these 
unprecedented times and look forward to supporting Heather throughout her 
tenure. 
 
Harold Curran  
Chairman 
23rd August, 2020 
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HONORARY SECRETARY’S REPORT 2019-20 

Affiliation 

There are currently 42 clubs affiliated to the Union, an increase of 1 (Banbridge) 

from the previous year. Fees are payable for the season commencing 1st September 

each year and are collected during the period November – February. New members 

may join clubs throughout the year after which they will be assigned an NIBU 

membership number – the fee remains at £5 per member. 

Council 

Council met on 5 occasions throughout the year June 2019 - February 2020. At the 

last meeting, 4 members of Council resigned in protest over the reversal of a 

decision by the Selection Committee. A fifth member resigned shortly afterwards. 

Management Committee 

This committee meets immediately prior to the start of each Council meeting in 

order to agree proposals which will be put to the members. During the current 

pandemic, the Committee met in ‘Emergency’ mode via ‘Zoom’ on several 

occasions in order to ensure that Bridge could continue to be played online.  

Other Committees 

The Selection Committee met on 6 occasions prior to March 2020 and the Laws & 

Ethics Committee on 1 occasion.  

Online Bridge 

This has replaced ‘live’ bridge in the province during the current emergency. The 

NIBU presently hosts duplicate events on 4 days each week while many affiliated 

clubs are also running their own competitions. The Autumn Congress will be held 

online, and it is hoped to run the annual fixture list of events for the 2020-21 

season also online. As things stand it looks unlikely that live club bridge will return 

in the near future. However, it remains the hope that the outstanding Home 

International fixtures i.e. Lady Milne & Teltscher Trophies will be played, possibly 

‘live’, in early November. Although it is hoped that the 2021 Home Internationals 

can proceed as normal, the NIBU has no plans to hold trials in the near future. The 

situation is under constant review. 

Website Queries 

The new website, with its many new features, has been a major success. Members 

may now submit queries online, all of which are automatically forwarded to the 

Hon. Secretary. 
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Pocket Diary 

It has not been possible to produce a diary for the incoming season. 

Email 

The Hon. Secretary receives a great deal of correspondence throughout the year. 

Replies are often copied to other members for information purposes only. Only the 

original email recipient should respond to a query unless others are specifically 

asked to do so. 

Michael McFaul 

Honorary Secretary 
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EX HONORARY COMPETITION SECRETARY’S REPORT 2019-20 

My thanks are due to the Tournament Directors, K Hammond, T Young, S Millership, 

A Hill, P Johnston & E McNicholl.  Special thanks to B Ewart who emailed everyone 

each month informing them of what competitions were on, where and when and for 

distributing flyers, David Leeman who kept/keeps an inventory of all our equipment, 

checking bidding box contents regularly and set up the tables for the Camrose match, 

Ian Hamilton for all his work as League Organiser and also for the work he puts in to 

organising the Leagues, the Interclub and Celtic Sims Competitions, never mind the 

other things he does for the Union.    

The Kelvin Cup and the Mackinnon Cup were both organised by Brian McDowell and 

I thank him for doing a grand job.   

The Millership Cup was organised by Jeff Millership and again a grand job. 

The Premier 1 League was organised by Ian Hamilton. 

The Premier 2 League, Inter A and Inter B Leagues were organised by Ian Hamilton 

and TD’d by Ian Lindsay, thank you Ian. 

The Novice League, J Ferguson started this from classes that were being taught. 

As usual all our Interclub and Celtic Sims competitions were organised by Ian 

Hamilton and the amount of work Ian puts into this is phenomenal.  Ian produces all 

the booklets, having analysed all the hands and this prevents him participating which 

is unfortunate.  Thank you Ian for everything you do for the NIBU, you are, in my 

opinion undervalued. 

We hosted the Camrose match this year, organised by Helen Hall (International 

Match Manager) assisted by Anne Hassan, another successful event TD’d by Fearghal 

O’Boyle and Mairead Basquille. The Union received many plaudits at the end of the 

competition.  The NIBU are the smallest Union, however we are the best organisers.  

Brian McDowell, ably assisted by Tom McKeever, organised the NI Teams event in 

Portstewart and entries were up on last year, again my thanks Brian. 

Anne Hassan is our Congress Organiser and has worked tirelessly for the NIBU. 
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Sandie Millership TD’d the Provincial Mixed Pairs for me in Enniskillen, and numerous 

other events.  For some events she stood in at the last minute. Ken Hammond TD’d 

the North Down Inter A&B competition, Eric McNicholl TD’d  the Novice section of 

the Gala Pairs. Alan Hill TD’d the Gala Pairs and numerous others competitions and 

Ton Young who TD’d the Mid Ulster A/B Challenge.  I thank all of them for their time 

and commitment.  Thank you does not seem enough for all the work they do.  

I resigned from Council in February and so no forward diary has been drawn up. 

On a personal note I wish to record that it is so disappointing that very very few of 

Council turned up at any competition.  C Crocket, K Hammond, N Irwin and N Lacey 

were our greatest supporters. 

Liz Scott 

Ex Honorary Competitions Secretary 

June 2020 
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COMPETITIONS – 2019/2020 

Event   Winner/s 

Gala Pairs Inter A  C Mahon & G Windebank   

Gala Pairs Inter B  L Walsh & S Peden 

Gala Novice  D Hoyne & T Gorey 

Senior/Inter B  Cancelled  

Robb Cup  R Seaton & G Byrne   

East Down Pairs  K Hammond & T Young (8 tables, not played 2018) 

Mr Monty Pairs  K Cassidy & N Irwin (18 tables) 

East Down Teams  I Lindsay, R Burns, G MacKenzie & I Hamilton  

   (9 teams – not played 2018) 

Mid Ulster A/B  A Milligan & C Stewart (10.5 tables – down 0.5) 

Belfast Swiss Pairs W Dukelow & D Bradley (8 tables) 

NI Pairs   W Dukelow & D Bradley (9.5 tables) 

North Down Inter A/B G Cairns & J Morrow (5 tables, not played 2018) 

North Down Pairs  B Ewart & J Baird (7.5 tables – up 2.5) 

Mid Ulster Pairs  W Dukelow & D Bradley (9 tables – down 4) 

Provincial Mixed Pairs M Kelly & J Millership (5.5 tables – down 1) 

NI Teams R Anderson, D Greenwood,  

P Tranmer & W Somerville (11 teams – up 1) 

Leagues:   

 Premier 1 Last round still to be played 

 Premier 2   Last round still to be played 

 Intermediate  Last round still to be played 

Millership Cup  T Young, K Hammond, P McAllister & K McAllister  

Mackinnon Cup  Final still to be played    

Kelvin Cup    Final still to be played 
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HONORARY TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT 

Our gross income has decreased by £2,840 in the year due to decrease in Bequests 

and transfer from Junior reserve and cessation of competitions when lockdown was 

imposed as a consequence of Covid – 19. We are in unprecedented times with no 

face to face competitions now  being substituted with online events. Indeed our 

Autumn Congress will be held virtually. Many thanks to Ian Hamilton for organising 

the Inter Club and for his efforts in running online competitions. 

Competition expenses have decreased as entries are down. Our biggest expense is 

representative matches although Junior expenses were down with no Peggy Bayer 

team representing Northern Ireland. The Camrose was hosted by NIBU this year 

with consequent increase in costs. Our expenditure for home international 

matches remains very competitive due to the continued efforts of Helen Hall, Anne 

Hassan and Harold Curran with the support of La Mon Hotel. 

A net deficit of (£1,473) was incurred for the year with our reserves decreasing 

from £53,139 to £51,817 

We increased our Affiliation fee to the IBU to £2,500. The IBU have increased costs 

due to the success of Irish teams in International bridge with the Seniors qualifying 

to play in the World Championships in China in September. 

During the year £151 was spent out of reserves on Junior Bridge. Expenditure on 

promotion of bridge in schools amounted to £1,049. Credit to Norman Lacey, 

Norma Irwin and team of volunteers who were responsible for nearly 500 primary 

school children learning bridge prior to lockdown and hopefully this will start again 

in the new season. 

I would like to thank all those Tournament Directors and Club Treasurers who have 

assisted me throughout the year. 

If you have any queries, I can be reached at annefitzpatrick@bakertillymm.co.uk 

Anne Fitzpatrick 

Honorary Treasurer 

30 July 2020 

 

   

mailto:annefitzpatrick@bakertillymm.co.uk
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N.I. BRIDGE UNION 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2020 

• Income and Expenditure Account 

• Balance Sheet 

 

 

  



Page 14 
 

  



Page 15 
 

  



Page 16 
 

HONORARY MASTERPOINT SECRETARY’S REPORT 2019-20 

Hopefully, I am now au fait with the Masterpoint system after two years in post. A 

particular priority this year was to migrate the website Masterpoint check system 

from the old website to the new.  Brian McDowell undertook this task, and a very 

splendid job it is. 

Thanks are also due to directors Alan Hill, Sandie Millership and others for kindly 

getting results posted and delivered to me so that the Masterpoints can be updated 

in timely fashion. 

The same sentiments apply in equal measure to all the club secretaries and scorers 

who helped in getting club Masterpoints uploaded onto the system during the year. 

The following 41 bridge clubs returned Masterpoints, a record :- 

 
Armagh Ballymena Banbridge* Bangor Belfast Boat Club Brunswick 

Carrickfergus City of Derry Coleraine Cookstown Derry Ladies Derryvolgie 

Devenish Downshire Dromore Dungiven Foyle Holywood 

Iveagh Kelvin Killyleagh City Kilrea Limavady Lisburn City 

Lisburn GC Maghera Merville Newcastle Portadown Portstewart 

Shandon Pk SMCOBA Spa St Josephs St Michaels Strabane 

Teconnaught Warrenpoint Windsor LTC Bann Balmoral  *new club 

 
There are now 1708 members on the NIBU database, an increase of 11 from last year. 

It is gratifying to finally see some growth in membership. This is due in large part to 

the affiliation this year of Banbridge BC with its 51 members, though many of these 

are also registered with other clubs. A handful of clubs increased their membership 

but most showed some decline. 

 
The Grade breakdown is: Expert    80  
   Senior     130  
   Intermediate A   341  
   Intermediate B   1158 
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The number of players in each Rank is: 

Premier Grand Master 3 Grand Master 10 Premier Life Master  8 

Life Master 25 Premier National Master 9 National Master 19 

Senior Provincial Master 12 Junior Provincial Master 28 Tournament Master 22 

Master 417 County Master 207 Local Master 295 

Club Master 354 Novice 299 

 

Players of the year 

Intermediate B Intermediate A  Senior 

1st   Christine Stewart 1st  Eric Butterwick 1st  Ian Lindsay 

2nd  Patricia McDowell 2nd Bill McCormick 2nd Robin Burns  

 
    

  
 

 

 

 

 Billy Kelso Trophy 
Joint winners were Ian Hamilton and Ian Lindsay. 

Congratulations to all of the above. 

Ian Hamilton 

Honorary Masterpoints Secretary 

31 July 2020 
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RE-GRADINGS EFFECTIE FROM 1ST SEPTEMBER 2020 

INTERMEDIATE B TO INTERMEDIATE A 

 

1063  F Higgins 1667  M Kelly 1885  M Anderson 3504  M Kelly 

3963  B Bradley 4103  E Johnston 4111  P O’Reilly 4254  B Irwin 

4315  W Loughrey 4403  M O’Kane 4539  B Cox 5265  C Stewart 

 

INTERMEDIATE A TO SENIOR 

None 

 

SENIOR TO EXPERT 

None 

 

All the above re-gradings are due for ratification by the Management Committee 

towards the end of August 2020 and any appeals must be made in writing to the 

Masterpoints Secretary and received before 21st August 2020.  An e-mailed appeal is  

acceptable. 

 
Ian Hamilton 

Honorary Masterpoints Secretary 

31 July 2020 
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DISCLAIMER 

 

The NIBU Council has not yet read or officially accepted the 

reports contained in this booklet.   

The reports are the views and opinions of the various 

individuals and committees and not necessarily those of 

the Council  


