NORTHERN IRELAND BRIDGE UNION
2025 Annual General Meeting of the Executive Council.
(Draft) Minutes of  the meeting held at the ‘Four Winds’ Restaurant, Newtownbreda on Sunday June 22nd 2025 from 2.30pm.
Refreshments were provided to attendees upon arrival.
Present: Delegates, including Officers. (53)
Diane Greenwood; Anne Davey; Chris Harte; Dorothy Bruce; John O'Neill; Rosemary O'Neill; Geraldine McNamee; Michael McNamee; Norman Lacey; Pat Braden; Rex Anderson; James Agnew; Pat McDaid; Valerie Von Hoff; Anne Fitzpatrick; Harold Curran; Helen Cole; Judy Young; Kathleen Cassidy; Mary Flynn; Nuala Mooney; Rae Seaton; Liz Thomas; Leslie Agar; Alan Hill; Heather Hill; Helen Hall; Ian Hamilton; Ian Lindsay; Michael McFaul; Norma Irwin; Roy Blair; Keith Bloomfield; Lorraine Byrne; Iris Orr; Billy Cassidy; Irene Martin; John Taylor; Tom Young; Michael Coffey; Stan Lowe; Anne Hassan; Norman Lacey
John Lavery; Barbara Ewart; Frank Jones; Gerry Henry; Helena McCambridge
Toni Sproule; Mary Fee; Sylvia Dolan-Sheridan; Emmett Devlin; Gerry Daly
Other Attendees (6)
Zrinka Kokot; Wayne Somerville; David Greenwood; Robin Burns; John Baker; 
Peter McGonagle
Guest speaker: Dermot O’Brien, Chief Executive CBAI.
The Chairperson, Diane Greenwood welcomed members to the meeting.
1. Apologies
Brian Mullan, Christine Byrne, Maureen Kelly, Marylou McDonnell, Ann Cairns, David Parks.

2. Minutes of the 2025 Annual General Meeting.
The Minutes were accepted on a proposal by Heather Hill, seconded by Helen Hall.,

3. Matters Arising.
None

4. Chairperson’s Report
Diane Greenwood thanked Club Secretaries for their work in passing on valuable information about the NIBU. She urged more Intermediate participation in Open events so they could obtain experience against better players, also citing players in rural areas needing more opportunities to play face-to-face. She went on to thank all the Officers and volunteers and commended the Youth Committee for their progress with schools.

5. President’s Report
Harold Curran thanked Diane for taking the Chair during a crucial period. He went on to thank all attendees for coming to the meeting, making it the best attended AGM in years. Finally he welcomed Dermot O’Brien and looked forward to his presentation.
6. Honorary Secretary’s Report
Michael McFaul thanked his fellow Officers individually and concluded with a quote from the recent EBU journal praising Helen Hall and her team for the organization of the second Camrose weekend. The Report was accepted on a proposal by Helen Hall and seconded by Stanley Lowe.

7. Honorary Treasurer’s Report.
Anne Fitzpatrick highlighted the key points regarding Income and Expenditure. The report was accepted on a proposal by Roy Blair and Seconded by Alan Hill.

8. Honorary Masterpoints Secretary’s Report.
Ian Hamilton outlined his main responsibilities. He was pleased to announce that membership figures since COVID had now stabilised but too  many competitions were still being cancelled due to lack of entries. The report was accepted on a proposal by Heather Hill and seconded by Anne Hassan

9. Honorary Competitions Secretary Report
Anne Hassan said that 8 Face-to-Face events had been held and the Robb Cup had attracted 9 tables of Novices. She thanked all Tournament Directors and mentioned  Alan Hill’s pending training session. Alan confirmed that the latter was aimed at existing club TD’s who aspired to direct at a higher level. The report was accepted on a proposal by Heather Hill and seconded by Anne Fitzpatrick.

10. Selection Committee Report
Michael Coffey reported on the work of the Committee, highlighting the performance of the Ulster Intermediate teams in the recent Inter-Provincial’s. He made a plea for more female players to enter the women’s trials, noting that the NIBU would be expected to field 2 teams in the 2026 Lady Milne Event.

11. Youth Committee Report
Norman Lacey reported on the work being done in schools to encourage young people into playing Bridge.

12. Financial Accounts
The Accounts were accepted on a proposal by Anne Hassan and seconded by Heather Hill

13. Election of Office-Bearers.
Michael McFaul was re-elected as Hon. Secretary on a proposal by Alan Hill and seconded by Toni Sproule
Anne Fitzpatrick was re-elected as Hon. Treasurer on a proposal by Roy Blair and seconded by Alan Hill
Ian Hamilton was re-elected as Hon. Masterpoints Secretary on a proposal by Michael Coffey and seconded by Anne Hassan
Harold Curran was elected as Hon. Competitions Secretary on a proposal by Anne Hassan and seconded by John Lavery
Helen Hall was elected an incoming Vice-Chairperson on a proposal by Harold Curran and seconded by Heather Hill.

14. Election of Councillors
Michael McFaul agreed to re-request nominations from clubs before confirming the final makeup of the incoming year’s membership.

15. Election of the Examining Accountant
Peter Green was appointed on a proposal by Helen Hall and seconded by Norman Lacey

16. Election of Trustees
Alan Hill, Harold Curran and Ian Lindsay were re-elected on a proposal by Anne Hassan and seconded by Helen Hall

17. Presentation of Trophies
Diane Greenwood presented the following trophies to the winners:
a) Intermediate League – Gerry Henry (with George Harper, John  Forsythe and Calvin Jones.
b) Millership Cup – Tom Young (with Sam Barr, Brian Clark and Paddy Hamill)
c) Mackinnon Cup – Rex Anderson, Ian Lindsay, Robin Burns (with Brian McDowell)
d) Kelvin Cup – Rex Anderson, David Greenwood, Wayne Somerville (with Paul Tranmer)

18. Amalgamation Proposal – Presentation by Dermot O’Brien, CBAI Chief Executive.
The case for a new all-Ireland body to represent Bridge players was presented to members. This was followed by general discussion, feedback and questions from members. Rex Anderson stated that the proposed merger could not go ahead as it would contravene the NIBU Constitution. Roy Blair asked that clubs be given sufficient notice of the final agreement in 2026 so that clubs would have time to canvas their member’s views on the matter.
Michael McFaul confirmed that the intention would be to produce a final recommendation alongside full details by April 2026. If necessary, an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Union would be held at that time in order to amend the Constitution so that the merger could take place.

On a show of hands the members voted to engage in formal planning talks with the CBAI with 53 voting in favour, 0 against and 1 abstention.

The meeting ended at 4.45pm.

Michael McFaul.
Hon. Secretary
