TIPS FOR TOPS

BY JANE JENNINGS

All boards referred to in this article were played in the 299er games

*  Which discards?
* Improving bidding accuracy

This edition of Tips includes hands from two different
games. | start with Feb 22.

Looking for some defensive situations brought me to board
2. After East opened 1C and South overcalled in Hearts, the
hand was sometimes played in Spades from the West, and
sometimes in Hearts from the South.
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club tricks if there are any. if
declarer has Club losers, she certainly won’t have another
suit to establish to pitch them on.

Suppose, despite this, West leads a Club. Now it's up to
East to do the right thing; seeing the Q in dummy, he must
not play the K until the Q is played. If he plays the K too
early, South can win it with the A, cash the J, and go to
dummy with a Diamond to reach the good CQ, on which she
can get rid of a Spade loser. Of course, she will have played
to the DJ, eliminating any Diamond losers.

Most tables played this hand in Spades in the West; the lead
was the H7 - hi-lo from a doubleton. Declarer must play an
honour from the dummy. Yes, you know it will be covered by
the A, but now you’ve set up two good tricks. Declarer must
be careful now; she has only one way to access the dummy,
and she needs to get trump out before she plays those
Hearts. This is straightforward, as long as trumps are split 3-
2; play two high trumps from hand first, and then the third
round gets the last straggler out while taking you to the
board. The only challenge that remains for defenders is to
follow first principles. Don’t cash your Aces until they can
capture the Kings, and, with the minor suits badly placed,
declarer will have a struggle.

Which brings me to the question: with two Heart winners in
the dummy, which losers should West pitch? Looking just at

at Bridge Centre of Niagara on February 227, (Game #65175) &
March 1, (Game #5196). Full results and game scheadule at
www. bridgecentreofniagara.com.

the EW hands, West sees three potential losers in Clubs and
three in Diamonds if all the missing cards are badly placed.
After losing, potentially, the AQJ of Diamonds, the rest of the
suit would be good. So, deciding what to pitch, the Clubs
stand out. If you pitch two Club losers, you now have only
one left, whereas, if you pitch two Diamond losers, you still
have three left - you haven’t gained anything. Watch for this
situation; it comes up often.
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makes it too good for a simple raise to 2S. You should have
4-card support for a proper limit raise, but how you show a
3-card limit raise will depend on your system. Standard
American bidders can respond 2C to show 10+ HCP, and
then support the Spades on the second bid; 2/1 players
would bid 1NT forcing, and then jump a level in Spades on
the rebid.

Of course, this is all academic when South overcalls 2D.
Over an overcall, the standard bid in both systems is a cue-
bid - 3D - which shows at least an invitational hand with
support for opener’s suit. And East, with a very nice 14HCP
should accept the invitation and bid 4S.

But the main reason to look at this hand is from the perspec-
tive of defence - particularly the opening lead. The singleton
Heart was chosen several times. While a singleton can
sometimes be an effective lead, this is not one of those
times. Why? When you lead a singleton, it’s usually because
you hope to be able to ruff a subsequent round of the suit,
On this hand, with QJx of trumps; your Q is always very
likely to take a trick. Getting a ruff with your small trump
doesn’t add to your trick count. Much better to start on a
suit that may set up tricks for your side.



The CK would be most players’ choice - top of touching
honours - unless West had bid the suit during the auction, in
which case a risky Diamond would be suggested.

Now to the game of March 1.

Much as | would like to say more about defence, this game
calls out for a review of some important pointers on bidding.

Boards 6 and 7 were underbid. Most pairs did not get to
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their makeable games, despite having 25 or 26 points - the
level generally recognized as required for game-level NT or
major suit games. On board 8, on the other hand, the points
were fairly evenly divided (21-19), and the auction got too
high at all tables. How can this be?

Much of it comes back to some of the very basics of bid-
ding:
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often see players passing their partner’s new suit bid. How
can this be right? Why would you think that your partner can
know enough to place the final contract on her first try?

2. If your partner opens 1NT, and you have 8HCP, you
should recognize that you might have enough for a game-
level contract. Making a transfer bid and then passing your
partner’s 2H rebid is not showing the value of the hand. It’s
true that, with 8, you can’t KNOW there’s enough for game
- you need 10 points for that, but you should make an invi-
tation that your partner, with the top of her promised range,
can accept.

Those are basics. Advancing players also learn that not all
HCP are created equal. We all know how to count points;
A=4, K=3, etc. But this does not give you the full hand value.
Better hand valuation comes with practice, of course, but
there are a couple of factors that you can be aware of.

Experts agree that Aces and Kings are undervalued, while
Queens and Jacks are overvalued. So, if your hand includes
more than one “quack”, it may be worth less than you are

counting. Intermediate cards - 10s and 9s - are helpful, too,
and don’t get counted in the 4321 scheme. So be happy
when your hand includes some of those.

Honours work better when they are together than when they
are scattered. This means the East hand on board 6 - which
at least one player opened - would be considered a very bad
10 points, because your points are scattered around all the
suits, while the West hand on board 7 is a good 11, because
your points are concentrated in two suits. It’s better to have
the honours in long suits, as the Diamonds are; the fact that
the hearts are short is a bit of a disappointment,

Which brings us to the bidding on board 7. Some Wests
opened 2D. Most Open players would count that as an
opening bid and their call would be 1D. But if your partner-
ship agreement requires that your 1-level bids be more sub-
stantial, then East must be aware of the possibility that your
2-level bid might be this strong, and that game might still be
worth a try. How do you invite game after a 2-level opening?
There are different ways, but the standard method is to bid
2NT, which asks partner if they have a “feature” - an A or K
- outside their principle suit. If they do, and if their hand is
not an absolute minimum, they bid the suit where they have
the feature. In this case, West has a good hand for her bid;
they would respond 3H, and E can foresee a good enough
chance to try 3NT.

But, back to board 8 - how did everyone get overboard? Af-
ter West opened 1H, there was a 1S overcall by North -
promising a 5-card suit; there were a couple of 2D re-
sponses by East - promising 10 or more HCP, and there was
a 2H rebid by West, promising a 6-card suit. It’s true that
most bridge players would rather declare than defend, but
you will win more often if you “stay in the boat” and try to
make honest bids that give your partner an accurate picture
of your hand.

I will take a specific look at board 9 as well, because it
presents a bidding situation that you will want to be ready
for. North opened 1NT, and South has 4 Spades, 5 Hearts,
and enough points to want to be in game. As always, if there
is an 8-card Major fit, you want to find it. The way to do this
is to start with Stayman. If opener admits to having one of
the majors, you've found your fit, and can bid game there. In
fact, that’s what will happen this time; NS will play in 4Ss.
But if you make your Stayman bid and North rebids 2D,
denying a Major, then you JUMP in the suit where you have
5. This is game forcing, and tells the opening bidder exactly
what you have, giving them the final call on the best con-
tract. Some pairs who didn’t start with Stayman on this hand
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