TIPS FOR TOPS

» Silence is Golden
* Alaydown Slam
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There is a lot to look at in Board
15 this week. South dealt and had
a fine 1C opening bid. Somewhat
surprisingly, all Wests passed, and
most Norths responded 1S. This
is a matter of partnership agree-
ment; many pairs like to bid the
Diamonds along the way, but with
a weak hand like this, it can be a
good idea to get the Major suit
mentioned while you can.

East had the best hand at the ta-
ble - one that would have opened
1NT as dealer. What should East
do now? One thing you must not
do is X. Sure, you have the points,
but a take-out double promises
support for the unbid suits, and
AJ is not support if your partner
bids a 4-card Heart suit. Some
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Easts went ahead and overcalled
1NT, promising stoppers in both
Spades and Clubs. This is not
wrong, as long as you recognize it
as very risky. After all, your part-
ner can’t have much; your hand is
a minimum for your bid, and your
Club stopper is not robust. The
point here is: just because you
have a good hand doesn’t mean
you HAVE to bid. Sometimes it’s
better to sit patiently and see
what trouble your opponents can
get into. You’re looking for a part-
score at best; they are vulnerable,
so setting them may well give you
a better score than anything you
can make on your own.

If East passes, South has a diffi-
cult choice; raise Spades with
only 3?7 Bid 1NT with a singleton
Diamond? Repeat the scrappy
Club suit? What you must not do
is bid Hearts - that’s a reverse and
promises a much stronger hand
than what you have. And, you
can’t pass - that new suit from
your partner was forcing. 2S is
probably best - they “might” have
5, after all.

Let’s look at what South might do
if East doesn’t pass. Where East
bid 1NT, it’s clear - you pass.
There’s clearly no future in

Spades, with East promising
some strength there. And, your
partner still has a chance to bid
again.

And, if East doubles, there are
only two choices. IF you play sup-
port doubles, you use RDBL in
this position to show you hold ex-
actly three Spades. If that’s not
part of your system, you pass.
This is sometimes hard for newer
players to do, but it’s always
worth remembering that what you
don’t bid says as much as what
you do bid. You have already told
your partner you have an opening
bid and some clubs; that hasn’t
changed. A pass here says you
don’t have 4 spades - or anything
else worth telling your partner. In
any case, West will have to bid
something in response to the
double, and you will have another
chance to bid.

Most tables played this in 2S. The
computer analysis says it can al-
ways be made, but I’'m not going
to say that you should have - it’s
not at all obvious. But, | will make
a couple of observations both in
terms of the play and of the de-
fence.

After taking the top three red
tricks, some defenders engi-



neered a Heart (over)ruff. This, in
fact, made declarer’s job easier;
she now had a chance to draw
trumps in three rounds and cash
five club tricks with the aid of a fi-
nesse and over-take. This is a
general rule to keep in mind;
when you, as defender, have long
trumps, it’s usually better to play
on other suits and force declarer
to ruff. In fact, you’re better off
here if you don’t overruff. Now de-
clarer can’t pull your trump, as
you have more than she does.
And, if you get the lead after she
has run out, you have a lot of Dia-
monds to cash.

There’s a tip for declarers, too.
Later in the play some declarers
got a Club lead from East, and
were delighted to take the trick
cheaply with their 9. The delight
was short-lived, unfortunately, as
the suit was now blocked. The
lesson here - always have a sec-
ond look at a gift horse. Why
didn’t West play the Q to force
your A? If it’s because she didn’t
have it, then you need to use your
A to take the trick, so that later
you can play your 9 and overtake
it in dummy.

It’s a bit lucky to get a 3-3 break
of the outstanding cards, but it's
your only chance to get the bene-
fit of this suit.

The bottom line on this board: the
best NS result is for the old-
school up-the-line bidders 1C 1D
1H 1S 1NT; the best EW results
went to those who were content
to stay silent and let NS get into
trouble. And, the very worst NS
scores went to those who haven'’t
learned the rules on reversing.

| have less to say about Board 17,
but there is a bidding point which
looks similar to the last board. Af-
ter 2 passes, South opens the
bidding 1C, overcalled by West
with 1D, and North responds 1S.
At a couple of tables, East now

Bd: 17 A T963
Vul: None ¥ 82 Optimum
Dir: North ¢ T94 EW 3H: -140
& AKQ3
A J74 N A Q85
v QT3 W 17 E ¥ AK965
4 AQJ76 4 852
T4 S & 75
9 A AK2 SOVAN
10HCP 9 % J74 :Z::::
12 ¢ K3 E-33- -
®J9862 . 33..

bid 2H. The point to consider here
is that North has only promised 4
spades; after 1C (1D), a negative
double would promise both ma-
jors, so a bid of one of the majors
can be made with only 4 cards.
Again, those pairs who have
adopted support doubles have
that available if East bids the
Hearts. Even without the Heart
bid, there is an option available to
South that wasn’t available in the
previous board - and that is Pass.
After all, your partner didn’t open
the bidding, and you have a very
minimum hand, so game is highly
unlikely. Your spade support is
adequate, and your DK looks
pretty vulnerable with the suit be-
ing bid on your left. A pass here
seems the clear choice.

For those who used a support
double, what will North do? If
West passes, | would expect
North to show her excellent Club
support rather than choosing to
play Spades in a 4-3 fit. But, most
Wests will raise the Hearts, and
East will play in a 3H contract

One final brief comment on Board
10: The East hand screams to be
opened 2C. You seem to have
two possible losers; if partner is
bust you’re still going to take 10
or 11 tricks playing in Spades. It’s
too big a risk to open 1S with the
possibility of being passed out,
and if you open 4S, you are giving
up on any chance of slam, without

even asking partner’s opinion on
the matter.. Whatever West re-
sponds, East will now bid 2S, and
West should raise to 3S, which is
a stronger bid than 4S; justified by
holding an outside A. East should
now try Blackwood or 1430 -
whichever is your system, be-
cause, even if West has no A, you
feel pretty safe in 5S. When West
admits to holding an A, 6S is an
easy bid - and there is nothing to
the play. Congratulations to the 2
pairs who reached this lay-down
slam.
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