TIPS FOR TOPS

* More Pre-empts
* Planning the Defence

Bd: 3 A AKQT982
Vul: EW ¥ J6 Optimum
Dir: South ¢ T NS 3N: +400
< KQ3
A75 N A J43
v Q5 W 3 E YKT82
¢ 92 ¢ AQ6543
& AJT9754 S & --
15 A6 SO VAN
7HCP10 ¥A9743 Y- - 2%°
8 eKJyg7 0
& 862 W11---

Board 3 offers interesting points from
both bidding and the defence per-
spectives. S passes, and most Ws
bid 3C, despite the bad suit and vul-
nerability. It certainly doesn't meet
the standards of the rule of 2,3,4 dis-
cussed last week. But it’s what hap-
pened; what should N do now? N has
a beautiful hand for Ss, and can over-
call 4S right away. It’s true you don’t
have the points, but points aren’t ev-
erything; it’s cards that take tricks.
This is a hand that has very few ap-
parent losers. If your partner has
nothing, you will certainly lose 3 red
tricks and the CA. But you can be
certain that the CA is onside (ie: on
your right, where you want it), so
there’s a good chance you will lose
no other Cs.

In other words, you need very little
from partner to make 4S; if you over-
call 3S, how will partner know to raise
you with short Ss and only an A for
you? Be clear that a jump bid here is
NOT preemptive. When the bid on
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your right is a preempt, a jump by
you is strong.

Does it make 4S? Not with best de-
fence, but you don’t always get best
defence, even in the “big leagues”.
Here, the opening lead is critical and
not obvious.The DA lead made life
easy for declarers - A from AQ is
never recommended. | admit, | would
lead a trump - it looks safe, but
doesn’t work out this time. A H lead,
which looks risky, is the only lead to
defeat 4S, as it kills the only dummy
entry before declarer is ready to take
advantage of it.

The play on this hand is fairly
straightforward. Of course you must
pull trump right away; you know E
has no Cs and you can’t risk a ruff.
Then, if Ds weren’t played on the first
trick, lead your D. If E ducks, you
have eliminated a loser and created a
second dummy entry; now you can
lead Cs twice towards your KQ3, los-
ing only to the A.

Look now at defence. Suppose E
found the best lead of a H; that's not
the end of the battle. Both defenders
need to look at dummy when it ap-
pears and think about where the rest
of the cards are. If W had the normal
7 Cs for her preempt, that leaves 3
Cs for N. By the time trumps are
pulled, E knows that N started with 7
Ss, which only leaves room in the N
hand for 3 red cards. So when N
leads a D, there is little point in duck-
ing. There’s no possibility of a losing
finesse, so grab your A and try to
cash a H. If N’s 3rd red card was a D,

there was nothing you could do to
stop her from making her DK and
reaching dummy in the process.

W should also be planning. When E
doesn’t lead your suit, you should
suspect she doesn’t have any, which
leaves KQx in the N hand. Even if
your partner didn’t find the best
opening lead, declarer still has only
one entry to dummy. She will use it to
lead past your CA; you must not play
your A, but you must cover the card
she leads so she doesn’t stay in
dummy. As long as you force her to
win in hand, she is now stuck leading
out of her hand and you will take 2 C
tricks. Pop with your A, and that’s all
you get; you make both her K and Q
good.

One final comment on the bidding;
once W preempts with a 3C bid, she
must not bid again. That’s a basic
principle of preempts. Your bid has
told your partner what is in your
hand; you have no idea what is in
hers. All future bidding decisions now
belong to your partner.

Bd: 8 A Q6
Vul: None ¥ AT54 Optimum
DIr: West ¢ 42 EW 5Sx: +300
& JT862
A JT874 N A AK9532
v 63 W 8 E Y2
4 KQT3 4 J95
& K3 S & 54
7 - - SO VAN
9 HCP 9 ¥ KQ987 g:::
15 ¢ A876 E-1.3.
& AQ97 W-1-3-




While we’re talking about preempts,
let's look at board 8. W and N pass,
and E has a perfect hand for a weak
2S bid. Only one E didn’t make that
bid, and the N/S pair had an easy
time reaching their 4H game. But pre-
empts work; where there was a 2S
bid, S had a difficult decision be-
tween overcalling 3H and making a
takeout double. But what should W
do now? Over either 3H or double,W
should bid 4S. Your long Ss make it
doubtful that you will take even 1 S
trick on defence; it’s very likely that
N/S can make 4H, but can they make
5? You need to make it as difficult as
you can for them to figure that out.

Bd: 16 A K32
Vul: EEW ¥ AKJ754  Optimum
DIr: West ¢ Q7 EW 1S: -80
& AJ
A 65 N A AQJ74
v T98 W 16 £ Y632
¢+ AKJ94 4 62
& 643 S & K92
18 A T98 SO VAN
8 HCP10 ¥ Q :‘:
4 4 T853 Eo1-1.
< QT875 W-1-1-

Board 16 required thoughtful de-
fence. After W passes, N opens 1H. E
should overcall 1S; it’s a fine suit
which you would like to play if partner
has support, or which you would like
partner to lead. S passes, some Ws
bid their D suit (a questionable
stretch), and N rebid her Hs. A 2H re-
bid is high enough; yes you would
have jumped if partner had found a
bid, but she hasn’t promised any-
thing, and if she has nothing, 2 will be
plenty high enough. In any case, at all
tables the hand was played in Hs in
the N. What should E lead?

If your partner bid Ds, the lead is
clear. If W didn’t bid, you should be
looking for a safe lead. Most of the
opposing strength is on your right;
declarer will be playing out of her
hand a lot, and you don’t want to
help her. A S lead is out - if N has the
K (likely) you are giving her a trick she
doesn’t deserve. A C lead is risky for
the same reason , so your only real
choices are a trump or a D. Either
one is effective, but several defend-

ers found the D lead, and still didn’t
set the contract - why?

E starts with the D6 - top of a double-
ton. W wins the trick and must think
before making her next move. We
can’t see the D2; the 6 is probably ei-
ther a singleton or top of a doubleton.
Maybe we can give partner a ruff. But
if it’s a doubleton, then declarer will
also be out of Ds, and there’s no
guarantee that our partner can over-
ruff. Is there something better? E bid
Ss, and WE have a doubleton there.
There is no S strength in dummy, and
if N has the K, our partner needs us
to lead them. There’s no rush to take
that 2nd D trick.

If W leads back a S, E can win
cheaply and lead back another D.
Now it’s important for W to have won
the first trick with the K, so E knows
she also has the A. If W wins the first
with the A, E will believe the K is with
N, and lead something else next. So
trick 3 D2 to the A, then another S,
and the third S; E/W have 5 tricks al-
ready and the CK to come. W might
even consider ruffing Es good S trick
so she can try another D, just in case
E can overruff; N will have to ruff with
the J to be safe, then play to the HQ
and has no choice but to try the los-
ing C finesse for down 1.

Bd: 15 A QT642
Vul: N/S ¥ Q976 Optimum
DIr: South ¢ A EW 5Dx: +500
* Q62
A J85 N A 97
¢ KT954 ¢ QJ63
& AT85 S & 743
10 A AK3 SO VAN
8 HCP 7 % KJT8 ::':::
15 ¢ 872 E. 2 .
* KJ9 wo 2. ..

| am going to review the bidding on

board 15, although it was hard to go

wrong with a golden fit in both Ma-
jors. Still, there’s a right way to bid

this hand; those who didn't find it re-

quired a little bit of luck. What am |

talking about? S opened the bidding
1NT, and N had 58S, 4Hs and a game

forcing hand. Those who transferred

to Ss put all their eggs in one basket.

If S had not had 3 Ss, they would
have played the hand in NT, missing
their H fit. With a D lead 3NT doesn’t
make. When you have 5/4 in the ma-
jors, you should give yourself the best
chance to find a fit in either major.
The way to do this is to start with
Stayman. Here, opener shows 4 Hs,
and you play in your 4-4 H fit. If S
hadn’t had a 4-card Major, you would
then bid your 5-card suit, jumping to
3S to create a game force. Opener
now knows you have a 5-card suit;
they can infer that you also have 4 of
the other since you used Stayman in-
stead of going straight to a transfer.
To recap:

1N -2C - 2D - 2H: shows 5 Hs, 4 Ss,
invitational hand

1N -2C - 2D - 2S: 5 Ss, 4Hs, invita-
tional

1N - 2C - 2D - 3H:shows 5HSs, 4 Ss,
game forcing

1IN-2C-2D-3S:58Ss, 4 Hs, GF



