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Conventional 
Wisdom - part 9

In each of the next several issues, we’ll break down a 
section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages 
18-19 of the March issue for the complete card and a 
glossary of terms and abbreviations. 

This section allows you to briefly 
describe your conventional slam 
methods. Almost all of these 
treatments are Alertable, but they 
are “Delayed Alerts.” All Delayed 
Alerts must be explained before the 
opening lead by either the defending 
or declaring side. 
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Direct 1NT _____ to _____ Systems On 
Systems OnBalance 1NT ____ to ____  

Conv ______________________________
Jump to 2NT: 2 Lowest Unbid 
Other _______________________________

General Approach
Min Expected HCP when Balanced: Opening __________ Responding _________ 
Forcing Open: ♣ 21 ♣ Other _________ 1NT Open: Str Wk Variable 
Bids That May Require Preparation
_____________________________________________________________________________

NF 2 (4432 only ) NF 1 NF 0 
Transfer Resp

Art F 
 ______________________________________________

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ Raises 

1NT_______ to _______  
♢   

NF 
Wk
Wk

Wk
Wk

Inv+ GF 
Mixed Inv 

2NT_______ to _______ 

1NT_______ to _______
2NT_______ to _______

Mixed Inv 

2-Lvl _____to_____ 
Jump Overcalls: Wk Int Str 
Conv _____________________________

Conv _____________________________

Responses
New Suit: F NFConst NF Tfr 
Jump Raise: Wk Mixed Inv 
Cuebids ________________ Support 
Other _______________________________ Other _______________________________

Vs Vs 

♣

♢

♡

♠

2NT

2
Dbl Dbl

2
2
2

♣

♢

♡

♠

2NT

2
2
2
2

New Suit F:  2 Lvl Tfr 
Jump Shift: Wk Inv F Fit 
Rdbl: 10+ 

2NT Over: Nat Raise Range
 ____ to ____
 ____ to ____
Other _______________________________

♣Gerber: Directly Over NT Over NT Seq Non-NT Seq 
4NT: Blackwood RKC 0314
Control Bids 
Vs Interference 
Other 

RKC 1430

3-Level Style (Seat/Vul)______________
_____________________________________
Resp _______________________________

2NT Overcall ________________________
T/O Dbl Thru _____________ 

 2NT Lebensohl Resp 
Cuebid 
Jump Overcalls

CIRCLE CARD LED (if not bold):
Length Leads: 4th 3rd/5th 3rd/Low 

Attitude 2nd from xxxx(+) 

st Trick ________________________
Honor Leads:

A K x x  (+) Varies ________________
 K Q J x QT 9 Q J T x T 9 xJ
Interior Seq:

Q J xA A K

K

QJ T x T 9 x 9 xT
Exceptions __________________________Exceptions __________________________

Suits NT
Standard – Attitude 
Standard – Count 

Upside Down – Attitude 
Upside Down – Count 

Exceptions __________________________
Other Carding:
Smith Echo: Suits NT Reverse 
______________________________________
Trump Signals _______________________

Primary Signals to:
Declarer’s Lead Partner’s Lead
 Attitude 

Count 
Suit Preference 

Exceptions __________________________
First Discard: Std Upside Down 
Lavinthal Odd/Even Other 
______________________________________
______________________________________

4-Level Style ________________________
Resp _______________________________
♣/44

4

♢Tfr Other

Vs:
Art Quasi NatNat

♣♢ ♣♢ ♣♢

Michaels 
Natural 
Other 

Describe __________________________

CIRCLE CARD LED (if not bold):
Length Leads: 4th 3rd/5th 3rd/Low 

Attitude 

After 1 After 1

Small from xx 
x x x x x x x x

H x x H x x x H x x x x H x x H x x x H x x x x
st Trick ________________________

Honor Leads:
A K x  (+) Varies _________________

 K Q x 

K K Q

J x 9 x

9 x 9 x

Q J T x 

T x

T 
Interior Seq:

J T T
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_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

♣♢ 
♡♠

♡♠

1♣

Min Length: 5 

Resp 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Resp
4 3 

Min Length: 5 4 3

Unbal NF 2 NF 1 NF 0 Art F 
Same as over 1♣ 

 
Raises 

NF Inv+ GF 
Mixed Inv 
Mixed Inv 

1♦

1♥/♠ Art Raises: 2NT 3NT Splinter 
Other

Other

Other

1
3

3

st/2nd Length: 4 5 
rd/4th Length: 4 5 Drury: 2♣ 2♢ In Comp _____

_____

_____

__
1NT: F Semi-F Bypass ♠

Jump Raise: Wk Mixed Inv 
Mixed Inv 

_____________________________________________________________________________

1NT _____ to _____ (Seat/Vul ___________) 1NT _____ to _____ (Same Resp: Y N )

5-Card Major Sys On vs _________
 2♣ : Stayman Puppet Other 

Other

Other

Penalty

2
2

2

♢ : Nat Tfr Other ___________

Other ___________
Other ___________

Other ___________

♡ : Nat Tfr 
2♠ : Nat Tfr 
2NT: Nat Tfr 
Smolen 

Conv

Tfr: 4♣ 4♢ 4♡
Dbl: Neg ___________ Pen Other ______________ Lebensohl : _________

♣ ________________________________
3♢ ________________________________
3♡ _______________________

_______________________
_________

3♠ 

______________________________
____________________________________

2NT _____ to _____ Puppet 3♠
______________

______________

______________ ______________

______________

_ Tfr: 3Lvl 4Lvl Neg Dbl Other  

2♣ _____ to _____ ____ 2♡ Neg 
Very Str Str Nat Conv ___________________ Other ____________________ 

2♦_____ to _____ __________________________________________ New Suit NF 
Wk Int Str Conv Rebids over 2NT: Other ________

2♥  New Suit NF 
Wk Int Str 2 Suits Other ________

2♠ New Suit NF 
Wk Int Str 2 Suits Other ________

3NT _____ to _____  One Suit
♢ Neg Waiting 

Jump Shift Resp _____________________________________________
Vs (Very)Str Open ______________ NMF 2Way NMF XYZ 4thSF: 1Rnd GF 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Bypass 5+1
Single:
Jump:

After Overcall:

Single:
Jump:

After Overcall:

WkAfter Overcall:

Rebids over 2NT:

Rebids over 2NT:

Steps

_____ to _____ __________________________________________

_____ to _____ __________________________________________

1-Lvl _____to_____ Often 4 Cards

Names

x x x x x x x x x xx x xx x x x x x x x x x x x x

4' Gerber
The Gerber convention is an ace-asking bid. 
Typically, it’s a jump to 4' after an opening 
notrump sequence or after a notrump rebid. Some 
use it after a fit in a suit has been found. All three 
options are available for you on the new card:

Directly Over NT such as: 1NT–4' or 2'–2l; 
2NT–4'.

Over NT Seq such as: 1l–1k; 2NT–4'

Non-NT Seq such as: 1;–3;; 4'
Note that the first two examples are not Delayed 
Alerts, but the third one is.

What is a Delayed Alert 
and why?
In any case where a bid is 
Alertable, but the bid is 3NT 
or higher, and the auction is 
at or beyond opener’s rebid, 
delay the Alert until the end 
of the auction. Additionally, 
Control Bids should be Alert-
ed at the end of the auction 
even if they are below 3NT. 
Alerts of passes, doubles 
and redoubles are not de-
layed regardless of the level 
of the auction. When behind 
screens or online, do not 
delay any Alerts.
Because most artificial calls 
at high levels indicate some 
slam interest, immediate 
Alerts (or lack thereof) 
could potentially benefit the 
Alerting side more than the 
non-Alerting side.

4NT There are 
many ways to 
ask for aces and 
other high cards. 
Check the box that 
applies. Note that 
4NT is not a De-
layed Alert, but the 
responses are.

Blackwood Tradi-
tional Blackwood 
is one of the 
oldest conventional 
treatments. It asks 
specifically for 
aces only. After the 
4NT asking bid, the 
responses are: 5' 
shows zero or four 
aces; 5l shows 
one; 5k two and 
5; three.

RKC 0314 Roman key card Blackwood 
is a variation that asks not only about 
aces, but also the king of a specified suit. 
These five cards are referred to as “key 
cards.” The 0314 responses are: 5' zero 
or three, 5l one or four; 5k two key 
cards without the queen of trump; 5; 
two or five key cards with the queen of 
trump.
RKC 1430 The same as above except the 
first two bids are reversed: 5' shows 
one or four; 5l shows three or zero.

Vs Interference When the 
opponents interfere with your 
ace- or key card-asking auc-
tion, there are conventional 
methods available to handle 
the interference. Use this line 
to describe your agreements, 
such as D0P1 (Double with 
zero, Pass with one) or DEPO 
(Double with Even, Pass with 
Odd).

Other Use 
this line to 
indicate other 
partnership 
agreements 
for slam bid-
ding, such as 
“serious” or 
“non-serious 
3NT,” which 
is a Delayed 
Alert. 

A “Control Bid” is an ace or a 
king (or, if in a suit contract, a 
void or singleton). An ace or void 
is a first-round control, a king 
or singleton is a second-round 
control. Indicate your partnership 
style in the line provided.
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Conventional 
Wisdom - part 10

In each of the next several issues, we’ll break down a 
section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages 
18-19 of the March 2022 issue for the complete card 
and a glossary of terms and abbreviations. 
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T/O StyleD

O
U

B
LE

S

N
T 

O
VE

RC
A

LL
S

O
VE

RC
A

LL
S

vs
 1

N
T 

O
PE

N
IN

G

D
IR

EC
T 

CU
EB

ID
S

vs
 T

A
KE

O
U

T 
D

B
L

PR
EE

M
PT

S

vs
 P

RE
EM

PT
S

SL
A

M
S

CA
RD

IN
G

SI
G

N
A

LS

LE
A

D
S 

vs
 S

U
IT

S

LE
A

D
S 

vs
 N

T

Direct 1NT _____ to _____ Systems On 
Systems OnBalance 1NT ____ to ____  

Conv ______________________________
Jump to 2NT: 2 Lowest Unbid 
Other _______________________________

General Approach
Min Expected HCP when Balanced: Opening __________ Responding _________ 
Forcing Open: ♣ 21 ♣ Other _________ 1NT Open: Str Wk Variable 
Bids That May Require Preparation
_____________________________________________________________________________

NF 2 (4432 only ) NF 1 NF 0 
Transfer Resp

Art F 
 ______________________________________________

______________________________________________
______________________________________________ Raises 

1NT_______ to _______  
♢   

NF 
Wk
Wk

Wk
Wk

Inv+ GF 
Mixed Inv 

2NT_______ to _______ 

1NT_______ to _______
2NT_______ to _______

Mixed Inv 

2-Lvl _____to_____ 
Jump Overcalls: Wk Int Str 
Conv _____________________________

Conv _____________________________

Responses
New Suit: F NFConst NF Tfr 
Jump Raise: Wk Mixed Inv 
Cuebids ________________ Support 
Other _______________________________ Other _______________________________

Vs Vs 

♣

♢

♡

♠

2NT

2
Dbl Dbl

2
2
2

♣

♢

♡

♠

2NT

2
2
2
2

New Suit F:  2 Lvl Tfr 
Jump Shift: Wk Inv F Fit 
Rdbl: 10+ 

2NT Over: Nat Raise Range
 ____ to ____
 ____ to ____
Other _______________________________

♣Gerber: Directly Over NT Over NT Seq Non-NT Seq 
4NT: Blackwood RKC 0314
Control Bids 
Vs Interference 
Other 

RKC 1430

3-Level Style (Seat/Vul)______________
_____________________________________
Resp _______________________________

2NT Overcall ________________________
T/O Dbl Thru _____________ 

 2NT Lebensohl Resp 
Cuebid 
Jump Overcalls

CIRCLE CARD LED (if not bold):
Length Leads: 4th 3rd/5th 3rd/Low 

Attitude 2nd from xxxx(+) 

st Trick ________________________
Honor Leads:

A K x x  (+) Varies ________________
 K Q J x QT 9 Q J T x T 9 xJ
Interior Seq:

Q J xA A K

K

QJ T x T 9 x 9 xT
Exceptions __________________________Exceptions __________________________

Suits NT
Standard – Attitude 
Standard – Count 

Upside Down – Attitude 
Upside Down – Count 

Exceptions __________________________
Other Carding:
Smith Echo: Suits NT Reverse 
______________________________________
Trump Signals _______________________

Primary Signals to:
Declarer’s Lead Partner’s Lead
 Attitude 

Count 
Suit Preference 

Exceptions __________________________
First Discard: Std Upside Down 
Lavinthal Odd/Even Other 
______________________________________
______________________________________

4-Level Style ________________________
Resp _______________________________
♣/44

4

♢Tfr Other

Vs:
Art Quasi NatNat

♣♢ ♣♢ ♣♢

Michaels 
Natural 
Other 

Describe __________________________

CIRCLE CARD LED (if not bold):
Length Leads: 4th 3rd/5th 3rd/Low 

Attitude 

After 1 After 1

Small from xx 
x x x x x x x x

H x x H x x x H x x x x H x x H x x x H x x x x
st Trick ________________________

Honor Leads:
A K x  (+) Varies _________________

 K Q x 

K K Q

J x 9 x

9 x 9 x

Q J T x 

T x

T 
Interior Seq:

J T T
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_____________________________________________________________________

♣♢ 
♡♠

♡♠

1♣

Min Length: 5 

Resp 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Resp
4 3 

Min Length: 5 4 3

Unbal NF 2 NF 1 NF 0 Art F 
Same as over 1♣ 

 
Raises 

NF Inv+ GF 
Mixed Inv 
Mixed Inv 

1♦

1♥/♠ Art Raises: 2NT 3NT Splinter 
Other

Other

Other

1
3

3

st/2nd Length: 4 5 
rd/4th Length: 4 5 Drury: 2♣ 2♢ In Comp _____

_____

_____

__
1NT: F Semi-F Bypass ♠

Jump Raise: Wk Mixed Inv 
Mixed Inv 

_____________________________________________________________________________

1NT _____ to _____ (Seat/Vul ___________) 1NT _____ to _____ (Same Resp: Y N )

5-Card Major Sys On vs _________
 2♣ : Stayman Puppet Other 

Other

Other

Penalty

2
2

2

♢ : Nat Tfr Other ___________

Other ___________
Other ___________

Other ___________

♡ : Nat Tfr 
2♠ : Nat Tfr 
2NT: Nat Tfr 
Smolen 

Conv

Tfr: 4♣ 4♢ 4♡
Dbl: Neg ___________ Pen Other ______________ Lebensohl : _________

♣ ________________________________
3♢ ________________________________
3♡ _______________________

_______________________
_________

3♠ 

______________________________
____________________________________

2NT _____ to _____ Puppet 3♠
______________

______________

______________ ______________

______________

_ Tfr: 3Lvl 4Lvl Neg Dbl Other  

2♣ _____ to _____ ____ 2♡ Neg 
Very Str Str Nat Conv ___________________ Other ____________________ 

2♦_____ to _____ __________________________________________ New Suit NF 
Wk Int Str Conv Rebids over 2NT: Other ________

2♥  New Suit NF 
Wk Int Str 2 Suits Other ________

2♠ New Suit NF 
Wk Int Str 2 Suits Other ________

3NT _____ to _____  One Suit
♢ Neg Waiting 

Jump Shift Resp _____________________________________________
Vs (Very)Str Open ______________ NMF 2Way NMF XYZ 4thSF: 1Rnd GF 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Bypass 5+1
Single:
Jump:

After Overcall:

Single:
Jump:

After Overcall:

WkAfter Overcall:

Rebids over 2NT:

Rebids over 2NT:

Steps

_____ to _____ __________________________________________

_____ to _____ __________________________________________

1-Lvl _____to_____ Often 4 Cards

Names

x x x x x x x x x xx x xx x x x x x x x x x x x x

When your LHO opens the bidding followed 
by two passes, you are now in the balancing 
seat. Because it’s more likely that partner 
has some values, some agree to lower the 
necessary high-card point requirement to 
Balance 1NT. Again, this does not require an 
Announcement. 

When your RHO has opened the bidding, 
you are now in the “direct seat” in 
terms of overcalling. If RHO opens at the 
one level in a suit, you have a Direct 
1NT bid available to you. Most people 
play that a direct seat overcall of 1NT 
shows just what it would if you opened 
a strong notrump – maybe even a little 
better – 15–18 HCP. Notrump overcalls 
do not require an Announcement of your 
high-card point range. If a partnership 
agreement allows for “ostensibly natu-
ral” notrump overcalls that do not meet 
the definition of Natural (hands which 
contain a small singleton or 10 cards 
in two suits), it is both permitted and 
Alertable. The call is also Alertable if it 
does not show at least 14 HCP.

Conv There are conventional 
treatments of a 1NT overcall; 
for example, “sandwich no-
trump” is often used to show 
a two-suited hand. If you play 
sandwich or anything else 
that doesn’t mean a balanced 
hand with at least 14 HCP, 
check the box and describe in 
the line provided.

Jump to 2NT: 2 Lowest Unbid A jump to 2NT can be used 
to show the two lowest unbid suits, for example, 1'–2NT to 
show diamonds and hearts. This can still apply after the oppo-
nents have bid two suits, such as 1k–Pass–1;–2NT would be 
for both minors. 
A jump to 2NT that shows the minors when a natural minor suit 
has been opened is Alertable. This includes if the opponents 
open 1' with a two-card suit only if 4=4=3=2 (which is 
considered a natural call for these purposes). This is new. If the 
opening is quasi-natural or artificial, any artificial two-suited 
2NT is not Alertable. 

A jump to 2NT in direct seat that is Strong is Alertable. 

If you play Systems On, for 
example Stayman and transfers, 
check the box. 

Other There is space 
for you to indicate 
other special agree-
ments. 
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Conventional
Wisdom - part 14

This is the last installment explaining the new ACBL 

convention card. See pages 18–19 of the March 2022 

issue for the complete card and a glossary of terms and 

abbreviations.
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CIRCLE CARD LED (if not bold):
Length Leads: 4th 3rd/5th 3rd/Low 

Attitude 2nd from xxxx(+) 

st Trick ________________________
Honor Leads:

A K x x  (+) Varies ________________
Q J x T 9 J T x T 9 x

Interior Seq:
J xA A K

K

QT x 9 x 9 x
Exceptions __________________________Exceptions __________________________

CIRCLE CARD LED (if not bold):
Length Leads: 4th 3rd/5th 3rd/Low 

Attitude 

After 1 After 1

Small from xx 
x x x x x x x x

H x x H x x x H x x x x H x x H x x x H x x x x
st Trick ________________________

Honor Leads:
A K x  (+) Varies _________________

Q x 

K K Q

J x 9 x

9 x 9 x

T x 

T x
Interior Seq:

x x x x x x x x x xx x xx x x x x x x x x x x x x

LEADS The last four boxes of the new convention card are all about 
your partnership’s defensive play agreements. Defense is 50% 
of the game; the new card has devoted additional space for your 
partnership agreements. In this issue, we tackle Leads Vs Suits
and Leads Vs NT. 

Honor Leads Circle which you lead 
from A–K–x or longer, and if it varies. 
One example might be if you normally 
lead ace from A–K, except at the five 
level or above you lead the king, asking 
for count. 
Circle the honor card led (if not in bold).

Length Leads The first options 
in both boxes (vs suits and vs 
notrump) refer to your leads 
from holdings of three or more 
cards. 4th best, 3rd/5th or 3rd/
low are the first options, as 
are “attitude” leads. Against 
suit contracts, if you lead small 
from a doubleton, it no longer 
requires a pre-Alert but it must 
be marked on your card and 
explained if asked about leads 
and carding. 
Next there are various card com-
binations; you can circle the card 
led (if not in bold) as per your 
partnership agreements. Note 
there are fewer card combina-
tions listed; this is to encourage 
notating on your convention card 
your methods. “H” means any 
honor. 

After 1st Trick If 
your leads change 
after the first trick, 
for example if you 
play 3rd/5th leads but 
then 4th best, you 
can note it here. You 
can also indicate if 
you change from a 
count-based spot 
card to attitude. This 
applies to both suits 
and notrump.

Interior Sequence
Circle the honor card 
led (if not in bold). 
Note any exceptions. 

The options are almost identical for leading against 
notrump contracts. If you lead second highest from 
a four- or five-card suit that does not contain an 
honor card, there is a box for you to note that. 
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