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How this draft is organised
The purpose of this draft is to keep the historical material together in one place while making a clear 
distinction between the official minute book and supporting reference material.

The original images are retained as evidence. Transcriptions and explanatory notes are kept separate so that 
later interpretation does not silently alter the historical record.

Working index

1. MINUTE BOOK 2. REFERENCE MATERIAL

Original minute-book images followed by a readable 
working transcription, arranged chronologically.

Photographs, newspaper material, later histories, 
correspondence and research notes.

Ref. Date Item Section

MIN-001 1 May 1935 Inaugural Meeting Minute Book

ARCH-001 undated H. G. Wood note on 
collected press cuttings

Reference

HISTORY-001 1985 The North Eastern 
Bridge Association 
1935–1985

Reference

LETTER-001 18 Dec 1985 John A. Sugden letter Reference

LETTER-002 7 Apr 1994 Philip Landon letter Reference

PHOTO-001 c.1935 The North of England 
Bridge Team

Reference

PHOTO-002 1930s North of England Bridge 
Tournament presentation

Reference
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PART 1 — MINUTE BOOK
Original minute-book material is placed first. Each meeting can be added in chronological order as further 
pages are supplied.

The surviving minute book.
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Inner page: “North’d & Durham Contract Bridge Association — May 1st /35”.
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MIN-001 — Inaugural Meeting
Date: Wednesday 1 May 1935, 6.30 p.m.

Place: Chronicle Hall

Association: Northumberland & Durham Contract Bridge Association

Attendance: About 100

Original minute-book pages
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MIN-001 — original handwritten page 1.

MIN-001 — original handwritten page 2.
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MIN-001 — original handwritten page 3.
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MIN-001 — original handwritten page 4.
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Working transcription
This is a working transcription for ease of reading. Where a name or word cannot yet be read with 
confidence, it is marked [?]. The original pages above remain the authoritative source.

Opening. The inaugural meeting of the Northumberland & Durham Contract Bridge Association was held in 
the Chronicle Hall on Wed. May 1st 1935 at 6.30 p.m. About 100 were present.

Chairman. Mr. D. Summerfield proposed, and Mr. J. J. Wraith seconded, that Capt. Ewart Kempson take the 
chair. Carried unanimously.

Aims. Capt. Kempson briefly stated that the aims of the Association were to encourage the game among all 
classes in Northumberland, Durham & Cleveland; to foster the formation of local Associations; choose 
representative teams; promote competitions; and above all healthy fellowship.

Chronicle trophies. The Hon. Secretary read a letter from Mr. V. Ewart Berry stating that the Chronicle were 
willing to hand over to the Association the cups presented for (a) the North v. South Contest and (b) the North 
of England Pairs Championship, conditionally on the Association keeping the cups in good order and insuring 
them, and provided that the entire proceeds from (b) be handed over to the Chronicle Sunshine Fund. The 
entrance fee for the event was to remain at 2/6 per player (5/- per pair).

Kempson trophy. He also read a letter from Capt. Kempson stating that he was willing to hand over the cup 
presented for the Northumberland & Durham Team Championship, also on condition that it was kept in good 
order and insured.

Thanks. The meeting passed a vote of thanks to the donors and the Secretary was instructed to write 
thanking them.

Officers and Council. Mr. V. Ewart Berry was unanimously elected President. The manuscript then records 
the election of other officers and Council members. Some names and initials remain difficult to read and 
should be checked against later contemporary records before the transcription is treated as final.

Subscription. A proposal that the annual subscription be five shillings was followed by an amendment that 
the subscription be two shillings and sixpence. The amendment was carried by a large majority.

League. A discussion took place on the practicability and advisability of running a league. On a show of 
hands there was a large majority in favour, and the Council was instructed to ask for entries.

Rules and close. The Council was empowered to draft a set of rules and submit them to a general meeting 
for approval at an early date. A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the proceedings. The final page is 
signed and dated 29.5.35.

Transcription note
The later 1935–1985 history is useful for checking names, but it is a later secondary source. Names should 
therefore not be silently substituted into this transcription solely because they appear in that history.
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MIN-002 — General Meeting
Date: Wednesday 29 May 1935

Place: Chronicle Hall

Attendance: About 50 members

Original minute-book pages
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MIN-002 — original handwritten page 5.

MIN-002 — original handwritten page 6.

Working transcription / notes
A General Meeting of the North Eastern Contract Bridge Association was held in the Chronicle Hall on 
Wednesday 29 May 1935. About 50 members were present. Capt. Kempson took the chair.
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The Chairman referred briefly to the success of the Southworth(?) Bridge Congress. The draft rules were 
considered and, after discussion and amendments, adopted. The meeting also discussed how the League 
should be run, including district representation and arrangements for entries and fixtures.

The minutes record a further proposal that the first Council should hold office until the Annual General 
Meeting to be held in September 1936; this was carried unanimously. The pages are signed by Ewart 
Kempson and dated 9 September 1936.

Transcription note: several names and some wording remain difficult to read. They should be checked 
against later contemporary records rather than silently corrected.
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MIN-003 — Annual General Meeting
Date: Wednesday 9 September 1936, 7.00 p.m.

Place: Chronicle Hall

Chair: Capt. Kempson

Original minute-book pages
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MIN-003 — original handwritten page 7.

MIN-003 — original handwritten page 8.
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MIN-003 — original handwritten page 9.
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MIN-003 — original handwritten page 10.

Working transcription / notes
The Annual General Meeting was held in the Chronicle Hall on Wednesday 9 September 1936 at 7.00 p.m., 
with Capt. Kempson in the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.

The Secretary reported membership of 644 at 31 December and described the first year as satisfactory, with 
membership increasing strongly towards the end of the year. Competition entries were reported as 
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satisfactory; a cheque for £24 from the Pairs Championship had been handed to the Sunshine Fund; and the 
League was described as a great success.

The Treasurer reported a credit balance of £25-2-2 at 31 August. The Chairman reviewed the Association’s 
aims, referred to its link with the English Bridge Union, and presented a proposed programme for the 1936–
37 season. Rules were reviewed and officers and Council were elected.

The final page records recommendations to the Council, including co-opting members where towns were not 
represented, holding tournaments outside Newcastle, appointing collectors/canvassers where membership 
was unsatisfactory, and giving a ruling on whether the season in Northern places should be kept at any stage 
of the match. The meeting concluded with thanks to the Chairman.

Transcription note: this is a working reading of the manuscript. Names and uncertain wording will be checked 
as the archive develops.

PART 2 — REFERENCE MATERIAL
This section contains material that helps explain, illustrate or verify the minutes but is not itself part of the 
official minute book.
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ARCH-001 — H. G. Wood archive note

H. G. Wood's note on the collected newspaper cuttings.

The note explains that the file contained newspaper cuttings concerning the formation of the Northumberland 
& Durham Contract Bridge Association in 1935, and that the title was altered subsequently to the North 
Eastern Bridge Association. It also records that some press clippings originally in the file appeared to have 
been extracted and not replaced.
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HISTORY-001 — The North Eastern Bridge Association 1935–1985
Five-page typed historical account. It is retained here as a secondary source. It contains valuable names, 
competition history and recollections, but should not override contemporary minutes where the two differ.

HISTORY-001 — page 1 of 5.
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HISTORY-001 — page 2 of 5.
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HISTORY-001 — page 3 of 5.
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HISTORY-001 — page 4 of 5.
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HISTORY-001 — page 5 of 5.
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LETTER-001 — John A. Sugden, 18 December 1985

LETTER-001 — page 1.
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LETTER-001 — page 2.

This correspondence is important to provenance because Sugden describes the difficulty of verifying some 
dates and details in the historical account. It should therefore remain with the history as evidence of its 
limitations.
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LETTER-002 — Philip Landon, 7 April 1994

LETTER-002 — page 1.
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LETTER-002 — page 2.

The letter refers to Jack Sugden's article and to a photograph of the winning North team in 1935. This 
provides a useful documentary link between the later historical work and the surviving team photograph.
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PHOTO-001 — The North of England Bridge Team

Archival copy supplied with printed caption.

Printed caption: “THE NORTH OF ENGLAND BRIDGE TEAM — Captain Ewart Kempson, Messrs. A. Lill, T. 
S. Wraith, F. H. Smith, with the North v. South Challenge Cup (won in 1934 and 1935), the Drake Bowl and 
the Northumberland and Durham Championship Cup. Since its formation two years ago, this team has never 
been beaten.”

Archive note: the photograph names three trophies but does not, by itself, establish which physical trophy in 
the photograph corresponds to each name.
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PHOTO-002 — North of England Bridge Tournament

Newspaper photograph of a cup presentation at Chronicle Hall.

The surviving caption identifies Ewart Kempson, described as the Evening Chronicle bridge expert, 
presenting a cup to J. R. Peacock, one of the winners of a North of England Bridge Tournament promoted by 
the Evening Chronicle and the North Mail and held at Chronicle Hall, Newcastle.

NEBA Historical Archive — Working Draft Version 4



Working rule for future additions
MINUTE BOOK = original minutes, in chronological order, with scans and readable transcriptions.

REFERENCE MATERIAL = everything that helps explain, illustrate or verify those minutes.

New material can therefore be added without reorganising the whole archive: identify it as Minute Book or 
Reference Material, assign the next reference number, and insert it in the appropriate section.
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