Minutes of executive meeting held on Zoom 30/6/23 at 10.00

Present Sue Davies (SD Chair) Marion Curran (MCVice Chair) Bill March (BM Treasurer)

David Gold (DG Chief Tournament Secretary) John Portwood (JP Chief Tournament Director)

Graham Cox IGCI nter Club League Secretary) Jill Armstrong (JA Webmaster)

1.

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their attendance. No
apologies had been received

Those members who are coopted members were asked if they wished to remain as such. All
agreed to do so . SD noted that Nigel Durie has decided to step down but will continue to
deal with the NBL

We need to find another person willing to be coopted as we have no representation from the
Darlington area on the executive.

Secretary :-we desperately need to find a replacement for Adrian as MC has stated that she
is not willing to continue to do this after Auguat.SD agreed to ask Bev Godfrey if she is willing
to step in to this.

In the meantime, SD read out Adrian’s list of jobs and others agreed to do some of these
tasks

DG was asked to deal with competitions that qualify for EBU events viz. Chronicle Cups,
Pachabo and Interclub Leagues.

JA tries to help wherever she can.

Selectors Bill March has agreed to being a selector once again. Along with John Gladders
they will select the Teams for the Tollemache and the match versus East of Scotland from
those who have expressed a willingness to play.

JP asked to be informed if selectors are intending to kibbitz at an event.

NBL In the past the teams for this were chosen from amongst those who said they wanted
to play. The teams are not selected as such.

Calendar GC has encountered some problems with dates for the Inter Club matches but
hopefully these will be resolved

In response to his email to clubs most of the replies showed a willingness to continue.
There is a suggestion that only one team is relegated and promoted from each division.

The recommendation is that moderate refreshments should be provided by the home club,
but not a major buffet.

Views on these matters will be considered at the next Council meeting in the Autumn.
Events King cup is to be cancelled

Gazette cup moved to the Spring?

Niman Israel in January

Chronicle Cups final February

Deane Salver was cancelled last year but will be tried again, (maybe online?)

Summer teams DG was given approval to cance this year’s event

Congress In the absence of Dave Thompson discussion of the Congress was deferred to the
next meeting.

Teaching deferred to next meeting

Membership. Many clubs have falling numbers and we have lost one of our EBU shares and
votes as a result in this fall. We need to do something to reverse this trend.

Junior matters SD has received a request from Abi Smith regarding funding for Junior EBU
players. Currently there is no funding for the U16 team. After a discussion it was decided
not to make a donation as a County at present.



10. AOB JA mentioned that we are planning to do a “Mall Event” to publicise Bridge and
perhaps attract new players This will be at Manor Walks (Cramlington) on July29th (
subsequently changed to 22") . We need volunteers to man the stall.

JP mentioned that a similar thing had been done in Durham last year

Liz Muir has volunteered to collate a NEBA Newsletter to be sent to members four times a
year. She would welcome articles from members and Clubs to be included in this.

Brunton is intending to start a “feeder club” to try to encourage players to progress from 3
year classes to the Brunton Club. We will also try to get some players from non-affiliated
clubs to join in as well as some of our “normal” members to show that we are not unfriendly.
Directors We need more Directors to help JP with NEBA events.

Date of next meeting? To be arranged.

The meeting closed at 11.45 after many useful discussions.



