
NEBA COUNCIL MEETING WEDNESDAY, 20TH MARCH 2024 AT CHESTER-LE-STREET 
CRICKET CLUB AT 11.30A.M. 

 

Present;  

Sue Davies (Chair) 

Marion Curran (Vice Chair) 

Catherine Farrell (Secretary)  

Bill March (Treasurer)  

Jill Armstrong (Webmaster) 

Graham Cox (Inter-Club League Secretary And Wearside Rep.) 

John Portwood(Chief Tournament Director) 

Mike Brennan (Darlington Rep.) 

Andy Clark (Whitley Bay Rep.) 

Gordon Cockburn (Chester-Le-Street Rep.) 

Adrian Darnell (Durham Rep.) 

Colin Mitchell (Stannington Rep.) 

Andy Pryor (Hexham Rep.) 

Paul Ingoe (Morpeth And Castle Morpeth Rep.) 

Peter Avery (Brunton Rep.) 

Dave Dansie (Ryton Rep) 

Alex Mathers (Middlesborough Rep.) 

Steve Gibson (Middlesborough Rep.) 

Apologies : 

Whitby Bridge Club 

Bishop Auckland Bridge Club 

 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING WERE ACCEPTED 

MATTERS ARISING: At the last meeting it had been decided that the 2 shares for NEBA 
would be held by the Chair and the Vice Chair and they would vote at the EBU elections 
held at the end of last November.  This had been done and completed. 



INTER-CLUB TEAMS - REFRESHMENTS.  The majority of clubs were in favour of a return 
to teas being provided by the host club.  The only exceptions would be if the teams were 
local and both captains agreed that they would prefer just light refreshments. . 

 

AGENDA: 

CLUB UPDATES: 

HEXHAM reported that they are now back to pre-covid levels thanks to a very good 
teaching programme. 25% of their membership are former students they have 70-100 
members. 

BRUNTON  reported that they are averaging 9-10 tables. Their gentle bridge on a 
Wednesday afternoon was struggling but their teaching programme was finishing at 
Easter and they are hoping that their students would join the Wednesday afternoon 
which was 15 boards and hosted so no partner needed.  

CHESTER-LE-STREET meets on a Thursday and is just a small club, membership around 
the mid 20s with normally 4/5 tables maximum of 6.  

WHITLEY BAY has events every day Tuesday and Friday is more social bridge, 
Wednesday afternoon is struggling 4-6 tables, Thursday is 6-8 tables. The rest are doing 
well.  

DARLINGTON reported that numbers are less than pre-covid they have 6 sessions a 
week. 1 is an improvers 18 boards and averages 10 tables. They have a teaching 
programme which is for complete beginners. 

STANNINGTON reported that they have Wednesday online which averages 9 tables, 
Thursday is in the morning and is a gentle bridge session which is hosted and doesn’t 
require a partner. This has gone from 2 tables to now being 4-5 tables and their Friday f2f 
session averages 8-9 tables. 

MORPETH AND CASTLE MORPETH  are just ticking over and breaking even. The students 
tend to go to unaffiliated clubs and not into the 2 EBU clubs.   

RYTON is a very small club with about 3 tables and plodding along they are struggling.. 

MIDDLESBOROUGH reported that they had 6 tables pre-covid and are now back to 6 
tables. Teaching on a Monday night about 2 tables. 

DURHAM have classes Tuesday afternoon 8 students. Monday 6-8 tables supervised. 
Once a month they hold a teams of 4. Tuesday evening they have 6-8 tables. They have 
110 members. Membership is £156 a year no table money. They pay by direct debit once 
a month.  

WEARSIDE  hold 7 sessions a week. 2 afternoon which are very popular. 2 teaching 
sessions a week and Friday is supervised play.  They have 13 students signed up to their 
beginners classes then they have transitions from supervised play to unsupervised play.  



They hold teams every other Monday these are handicapped with the best pair playing 
with the worst pair so they have different winners which gives the weaker players a 
chance of winning. 

 

 

CALENDAR AND EBU EVENTS 

Colin Mitchell had sent an email to NEBA with some suggestions on how to improve the 
current calendar and this had been discussed at the Executive Committee meeting and 
been well received. Sue thanked him for his suggestions and the work that he had put 
into it.  The club reps. were asked to consult their members as to which NEBA 
competitions they would continue to support.  As a number of competitions had been 
undersubscribed  and had to be cancelled.  So we are having to look at which 
competitions need to be shelved and which should continue.     The calendar for next 
year will have to be decided before the AGM in May 2024. 

CONGRESS 2024 

This will take place on 1st-3rd November 2024 at the Delta Marriott hotel, Metro Centre.  
The clubs were asked to help get as much support as possible for this important 
competition. 

FESTIVAL OF BRIDGE 

There were some interesting ideas for this event which takes place in September with 
the money collected going to Cancer Research UK.  Jill Armstrong has been working 
hard on this and getting  support from the clubs.  There was a suggestion of a 
simultaneous pairs run in different clubs both affiliated and unaffiliated. Stannington 
are planning  a learn bridge in a weekend or bridge in a day and have already booked the 
hall.  

TD TRAINING 

This is for training club TDs. 

A.O.B. 

Andy Pryor from Hexham Bridge Club was asked about remuneration for holding a NEBA 
event. He said there was no problem with the Summer Pairs. 

Marion asked if club players could be encouraged to show interest in playing in the NBL 
competition. 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 12.30p.m. 


