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Commentary by Alaric Cundy, supplemented by Theo Todman

Firstly, it is worth reminding readers that anybody can download the ‘Bridge Solver’ analytical 
tool for free, and use it to analyse different Declarer plays and / or defences, on any hand of 
their choosing – such as this one!  To access ‘Bridge Solver Online’ go to this link: 
h  ttps://mirgo2.co.uk/bridgesolver/upload.htm   It is also available to download as an App for 
Android devices or Chromebooks or as a Windows desktop App here: 
https://mirgo2.co.uk/bridgesolver/index.php?section=1  This tool is embedded into the 
Bridgewebs website and it is used by the ‘Play it Again’ facility.

Readers might also find it informative to have a look at How_will_that_suit_split, which gives a 
handy reckoner for the likelihood of various suit-splits.

I looked at this hand to see whether there is anyway that West can break up the end-play.  
Bridge Solver says that, with perfect play, South can always make 12 tricks. 

So, supposing we are South, finding ourselves in the daunting contract of 6S, with the lead of 
the Jack of Clubs.  How do we think through this hand?  We have no top losers, but we are a lot
short in terms of top winners!  Off the top, we are reasonably sure of four natural trump trick, 
three hearts, and two minor suit Aces, making a meagre nine in total.  We could, hopefully, ruff 
two diamonds in Dummy, and maybe if the trumps lie favourably, our pessimistic 4 natural 
trumps, might become five, and that would give us 12 in total.  We might try to combine a few 
chances – e.g., ruffing the third little diamond might ‘stand up’, and even if it doesn’t, it might get
over-ruffed by a natural trump loser.  There is a bit of a problem with getting back to hand to 
lead the diamonds towards Dummy’s trumps; the Queen of hearts provides one entry, but the 
other two will have to come via Club ruffs in hand.

So having thought things through, the winning play almost comes naturally!

Interestingly, whatever West leads at trick 1, South can claim 12 tricks.  There are in fact many 
winning lines on this hand – the key thing is for Declarer not to be tempted to lead a trump at 
any stage.  Any line of play that leads to a 3-card finish with Declarer holding AQ8 of spades for 
and West with KJ7, will succeed so long as Declarer resists playing the Ace at trick 11.

As noted in the original article, if the hand is played by North, then the trump lead by East at 
trick 1 limits the hand to 11 tricks, but on any other lead Declarer can follow a similar line of play 
to the one given, and 12 tricks will materialise.

In the original article, I was perhaps a little harsh on those who chose the ‘obvious’ play of a 
trump to the Queen.  A 3-1 break (49.7%) is indeed more likely than a 2-2 break (40.7%) – but 
there are additional chances depending on what / where the singleton is, in particular, whether 
the honour is a singleton.  The odds of finding KJx offside are very low – I make it about 12% - 
but Declarer does have a slight clue that things could be bad: after an auction such as the one 
outlined there is a strong hint that the defenders should be leading a trump at trick 1.  Why 
didn’t they?  Possibly because West has a holding that nobody would wish to lead from……..
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Theo Todman adds:

I’m not 100% convinced by the line of play and imagine that Ken just fell into it, but I would have
loved to see Angie Spittal’s face at the end-play! 

You say that the 4th D might be over-ruffed with a “natural trump trick”, but that’s only from K73, 
but there are other chances - W with Jx might have been able to ruff in front of dummy, but then 
declarer can pick up W’s Kx. However, if E has Kx and can over-ruff he can promote W’s J by 
trump-promotion following a C lead through S. Then the article would have been about the 
importance of drawing trumps. 

The hand is awkward because you’d like to take the double finesse in trumps but you can’t 
because you need to ruff two diamonds for entries, as using Hs would block or isolate the suit, 
and in any case ruffing only one D would require Hs 3-3. 

An alternative (but sadly failing) line would be to ruff a diamond, take the trump finesse and if 
the Q holds ruff a second diamond and dispose of the third on the HK, possibly losing a trump. If
the trump finesse loses you’ve still got Ds protected and can fall back on the H 3-3 break if the 
remaining trumps are 1-1. 

I’m not sure how the odds pan out. I expect it’s quite close, but the “don’t touch trumps” line 
does work against any 3-1 or 2-2 trump distribution if Ds are 4-4, and in some other situations. 
The alternative works if SK is on-side and trumps aren’t 4-0 and in some circumstances when 
the SK is off side. Your original odds were based on making 13 tricks, which aren’t necessary in 
this case. 


