Mollymook Bridge Clubs aspires to provide a supportive, congenial, social active and mentally stimulating environment for all grades of bridge players whilst fostering bridge locally and regionally.  This document provides some general guidelines about how we play the game.  
	Principle
	Comments

	The Basics
	· Count your cards before you look at them;
· Agree on the number of tricks before packing up your cards at the end of a hand;
· Don’t make any comments about the bidding or play until the end of the hand, and generally the less said at the bridge table the better;
· At the end of play, North South are responsible for tidying the table and replacing chairs etc; East West are responsible for emptying the rubbish bin;
· Call the director whenever something goes wrong. It’s proper procedure, and he/she will advise you of relevant rulings. The director is there to keep things equitable.

	Make beginners welcome
	· Make a special effort to explain your bidding fully to less experienced players, and remember they may not know the methods and conventions you are using;
· When claiming, state your line clearly and explain it if required.  Less experienced players may not see it as quickly as you;
· If opponents don’t yet know the bridge code of behaviour, explain (politely!) – even better, refer them to this code.

	Be Fair and give your opponents a good game
	· Be pleasant to the opponents (and partner!). Welcome new opponents to your table. Don’t conduct lengthy post-mortems;
· Don’t stare at opponents, their cards, or where in their hand they play a card from;
· If you think an opponent may have done something wrong, call the director;
· Steer clear of complimenting your partner after she has played a hand – it may be misconstrued by Ops as gloating -  instead look for opportunities to compliment your ops play;
· Slow players – make the effort to catch up; it’s not fair to use more than your share of the clock, and finishing late disrupts the schedule. Claim if it’s clear.

	No table talk, no trickery and no tip-offs
	· Do not um and ah.  Do not pull faces.  Do not say anything.  You may only write your bid down;
· Don’t tip partner off – and ignore partner’s tips. Ethical players will try to avoid revealing mannerisms and make a point of ignoring any information they accidentally get from partner’s hesitations or mannerisms;
· Don’t deceive the opponents by hesitations or mannerisms. If you accidentally hesitate without a problem, apologise: “sorry – I didn’t have any reason to hesitate. I was asleep!”.

	Hesitations
	· When you are bidding, you should try to maintain an even pace to your bidding.   Bidding in tempo all the time is hard, since some hands are more difficult than others, but the longer you take to decide, the clearer it becomes to everyone, especially partner, that you must have something of interest in your hand. Suppose you think, and then pass. Unfortunately, your hesitation (innocent or otherwise) has conveyed information to partner. Your opponents have been put at a disadvantage. This puts pressure on partner, any bid they make must be made on the merits of their own hand, not what your suggestion shows – some values;
· If your opponents are disadvantaged because of this, the director may be called and the score adjusted.

	Inform opponents of your system
	· Try to always have your system card with you;
· Make every effort through alerts and explanations to tell your opponents what they need to know about your system.  
· Simply naming a convention being used is often NOT sufficient information

	Speak quietly while playing
	· Sound travels and it can be off putting to players at other tables if there is another noisy table.  If you finish playing a round early – be conscious that there are other tables still playing and talk quietly
· Also remember that other players near you have probably not yet played the hand that you are playing or have just played – so if you have to review, do it quietly
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