NEGATIVE DOUBLES

INTRODUCTION

Once when a player said “Double” they meant they could set the contract. It was always
penalty double. Then they created the “Take-out Double” adding a new dimension to the
bidding. After that, the double of a low level bid asked partner to name their best suit, any
one of the unbid suits, with one exception: if your partner has already made a bid, the
double was for penalties.

Examples:
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1) 1 Double
2 1 Pass 1e Double
3) 1% Pass Pass v
Double

In (1) West made a take-out double asking East to bid a Spade or a Heart or a Diamond,
whichever was his/her best suit. West made an overcall in three suits with one bid.

In (2) East made a take-out double asking West to bid Hearts or Diamonds.

In (3) South reopened the bidding with a take-out double, asking North to name their best
suit - Spades, Clubs or Diamonds. As you can see, this valuable take-out double is
available to everyone at the table except North, the partner of the opener.

In 1957 Alvin Roth designed a third use for the double. He called his bid the “Negative
Double”. The negative double is available to only one person at the table -- the partner of
the opening bidder.

A Double of an overcall shows four cards in the unbid major(s) and denies a five-card
suit. (By agreement it may show the unbid suits)

When partner’s rebid will be on the one level you promise at least 6-9 HCPs.
When partner’s rebid will be on the two level you promise at least 8-10 HCPs.
The negative double also brings relief in another awkward situation:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
) le Double Pass
2 & Pass 29

North’s negative double promised four Hearts, and South’s rebid of 2 Clubs denied four
Hearts. When North then bids Hearts, it shows a strong five-card suit or a six-card suit.
They have the length to come in originally but not the strength. This shows a weak hand
and is non-forcing.
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NEGATIVE DOUBLES

YOU | OPP | PART | Description

1% 1e Dbl Shows 4 hearts and possibly 4 diamonds

v 2 & Dbl Shows 4 spades and possibly 4 diamonds

14 v Dbl Shows 4 spades and possibly 4 clubs. Denies a 5-card spade
suit — with 5 cards in spades, partner would bid it
immediately

1% 1e Dbl Shows 4 hearts and 4 spades. Denies a 5-card major

You are playing negative doubles. What should you bid with each of these hands, after
the following auction:

(1)

(4)

PARTNER

le

& 87

v AQY4

¢ 752

& K753

4 92

v AQJ53

* KQ

& T 862

(2)

()

OPPONENT YOu

1e ?

& A8 (3) #AQTS8T73
v T 763 v 34

* K76 *38

* Q874 » 9852

o AJT (6) 476

v Q73 v K542

¢ 965 ¢ 983

» K842 * QJ64

You are using negative doubles. What should you bid with each of the following hands
after the bidding has gone:

1)

YOU
1 &

87

v KJ74
4 A83
& AJO8

OPPONENT PARTNER OPPONENT
1e Dbl Pass
(2) ¢ AJT (3) #K4
v Q5 v AJ6
¢ K72 4 943
& KJ743 & AQJ93
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