County teams league – Online match arrangements
BBO have recently changed their rules in an attempt to extract more money from the bridge playing community. In future, only those individuals with Premium membership will be allowed to set up teams matches on BBO for themselves though having done this they can invite 7 others with basic membership to join them & play. Premium membership has been given free to some for varying limited time periods but otherwise this potentially costs over $100 per year. Teams willing to pay BBO or having a team member with free Premium membership may continue to play their matches on BBO exactly as in previous league seasons. For teams without these options there are various alternatives.
The EBU offer a facility to set up teams matches on Realbridge which costs £5 per team for 20 boards & this is probably the best option available at present. Some planning is needed as the EBU may need a few days notice to arrange a match and full details of how to do this can be found via this link:-
https://www.ebu.co.uk/article/play-knockout-teams-matches-realbridge                     
We accept that this does introduce an extra cost to playing in the league but not a huge amount at £1.25 per person per match. The home team remains responsible for arranging the match & initially paying any fee to the EBU but the overall cost should be split equally between the teams and it is for the captains to determine how to arrange this. The county is actively considering making arrangements to set up our own facility on RB which may allow us to offer one Thursday evening each month when matches can be played on RB for free at county expense – more information will be sent out about this as and when we are able to offer this service.
For teams with no experience playing on Realbridge, there are lots of options on this platform’s home page ( https://realbridge.online/ ) to try it out and guidance on player profile set up etc. Please also contact the league secretary for any additional help. There are various options when setting up matches on RB but unless both captains agree to use screens we suggest opting for the basic arrangement whereby all 4 players are visible all the time and normal F2F rules apply for alerting / announcing bids etc. 
The other possible option for setting up & playing matches online is to use the Intobridge platform ( https://intobridge.com/ ). This is free for 20 boards and requires no specific registration. The basic system operates in a similar manner to BBO though it may be a bit clunkier for messaging & linking up convention cards. 
As always there is also the option of arranging to play F2F.
