
          
 

Meet Truett Cates (on Right) 
Born in Commerce, Texas, “baby boomer” Truett Cates graduated from Spring Branch High 

School in Houston in 1964 and went on to Princeton University where he earned a degree in 
German. Following training at the Army’s OCS, Truett spent four years in the service including 25 
months in Germany. He returned to the States to complete a Ph.D. at UT Austin in 1976 followed by 
teaching at Williams College for 3 years. 

Truett picked up bridge at the biennial Cates Family Reunions in the 1950s. He learned from 
observing and was mainly self-taught (or “making it up as I went along” he confesses). It was 1962 
when he first played duplicate in a game for high schoolers. When he went to Princeton he found 
lots of bridge being played in the dorms. At that point he played intramural bridge where he won 
championships his junior and senior years. 

Bridge was put on the shelf during his Army years where poker prevailed. During his studies 
in the 1970s, he only had a few opportunities to play bridge again. Moving to Sherman, Texas led to 
Truett reviving his love of bridge. By 1995 he was playing regularly and in 1998 his team of four won 
the B-flight in the GNT and advanced to the finals in Los Angeles. 

Truett joined the faculty at Austin College in 1979. For the next 43 years he taught a variety 
of classes, filled various roles, and even coached men’s varsity soccer for 11 years. Especially 
noteworthy is Truett designing and offering a course in contract bridge for undergraduates between 
2000 and 2010. He called it “Bridge for Scholars” and designed the three-and-a-half week intensive 
as an immersion experience with lectures in the morning, guided play in the afternoon, and club 
games or BBO at night. It was a great success and lots of fun. 

            Truett is now retired and still resides in Sherman. He and his wife of 57 years have two sons 
and three grandchildren. Truett plays twice a week in the McKinney Bridge Club where he and his 
partner, John, often come in first! 


