Meet Patty Degenhardt

Few people in the McKinney Duplicate Bridge Club know that Patty Degenhardt is an
artist. As with most of us, however, her life took several twists and turns before she arrived at
that point. Raised in Staten Island, New York Patty is the daughter of a minor league baseball
player. His first job after baseball was actually in the mailroom at Standard Oil where he rose up
the ranks to work in computers and technology. While in the mailroom, however, he and his co-
workers learned bridge during their down time. He and his partner developed their own system
and were shocked when they played against experienced players and were told they had to
announce (i.e., alert) what they were doing.

Patty’s mother was a busy homemaker raising six children, the oldest of whom is Patty.
Her grandmother was a dress designer and Patty learned that her great-grandmother died when
she was very young along with 145 others in the notorious 1911 Triangle Garment Factory fire.
Her aunt, P. Buckley Moss, is a well-known artist and it was these family traits of artistic ability
and dress design that led to Patty’s ultimate career down the road.

Patty entered college at Villanova, but at that time the only major they offered for women
was nursing. Deciding that nursing was not for her, Patty transferred to St. John’s University and
graduated in 1968 majoring in history and elementary education. She worked part-time at a
children’s home all through college and found that she enjoyed working with kids. She married
Harold Degenhardt in 1967, had three children, and became a homemaker as well as a teacher
in a special needs school. After she was married Patty decided she should learn how to play
bridge since it was all around her; she enrolled in an evening adult education course and
learned the basics of the game. She then played lots of nighttime bridge when her children were
young and her husband was working 70 hours a week.

Harold and Patty moved to Dallas in 1975. When her youngest child entered
kindergarten, she finally had time to focus on one of her own interests. She opened an art
gallery at Olla Podrida in Dallas and ran it for 11 years until she decided to pursue her own path
as an artist. Patty went back to school simultaneously with her youngest child starting college.
She enrolled at TWU in Denton and earned her MFA (Master’s in Fine Arts). She states that
she loved the master’s program where she was a graduate teacher of record and had the



opportunity to study different mediums. Her TWU degree led to her teaching ceramics and art
appreciation at Tarrant College in Fort Worth for 12 years.

As Patty and her husband neared retirement, they talked about finding a place to get out
of the hot Texas summers. A neighbor had spoken glowingly of Door County, Wisconsin, so
they traveled there to look it over and fell in love with the area and its wonderful summer
weather. For the next nineteen years they spent 5 months annually in Door County where Patty
discovered it was a fabulous place to be an artist. “I had my own studio building where | could
paint, sculpt, and make wooden tables.” People came to her studio and soon her work was
featured in various galleries outside Wisconsin. She has several pieces in both public and
private collections in Wisconsin as well.

Over the last two decades when Patty was not in Door County producing art, she was
picking up the game of bridge again. She quickly saw how much the game had changed since
she first learned so she enrolled in some classes and learned new conventions. Her teacher
was a strict Marty Bergen devotee, but Patty gradually came to believe that she prefers the
Barbara Seagram strategies and philosophy. Patty joined the McKinney Duplicate Bridge club
four years ago and it was there she that was first exposed to sanctioned games. She now plays
in that club on a weekly basis.

Patty has been married for 56 years and attributes her fulfilling life as an artist to the
moral and financial support of her wonderful husband since she could never have pursued art or
sent three kids to college while running an art gallery. She is very proud of her three children for
choosing helping professions—law enforcement and teaching. She also has six grandchildren
whom she has attempted to teach bridge. So far, though, they have only grasped how to count
points and how many points are required to open! They are all in college or grad school,
however, and still have plenty of time to learn bridge later.

Other than family and bridge, Patty states that her passions include painting, sculpting,
working with wood and metal, dress design and sewing, as well as dabbling in jewelry design.
She has her own website at pattydegenhardt.com if you want to check out some of her work.
This kind and modest woman has continued the heritage of talented artists within her family.

Submitted by Nancy Connors, Secretary McKinney Duplicate Bridge Club






