
 

If you meet a duplicate player with an attractive English accent, it could well be Louise Shanley 
from the McKinney Duplicate Club. Louise was born in Paddock Wood, Kent, England where 
she attended a convent school until the age of 16. She then transferred to an all-girls grammar 
school for her final two years and completed her education with advanced A level exams. 

Bored with the rut of commuting to a job with Geophysical Services for several years after 
graduation, Louise wondered if a dull routine was all that life offered. Geophysical Services was 
then the corporate owner of Texas Instruments, however, and Louise got the opportunity to 
travel to Richardson, Texas for a TI training program which ultimately changed her life. Liking 
what she saw upon arrival, Louise emigrated to America in 1974, leaving behind her parents 
and younger brother who were puzzled and sad by her decision to leave her homeland. “I 
became the ‘black sheep’ of my family,” she confesses. 

One of the main attractions North Texas had to offer Louise was the opportunity to pursue her 
love of horses. She was excited to see all the horse farms since she had ridden weekly in 
England. Deciding to leave the corporate world behind, she accepted a job with Merriwood day 
camp in Garland where she taught English riding (no side saddles, however!) and trained 
horses for 6 years.  She never considered starting her own business until a parent of one of her 
students brought up the idea. He owned 15 acres in Parker and worked with Louise to 
purchase the land where she built a house and 12-stall barn in the early ‘80s. Treeline Stables 
was born! With a lot of hard work Louise developed a thriving business which grew to two more 
barns and an indoor arena where she and her staff taught 75 students English riding and 
jumping with 42 trained horses.  It was a physically demanding lifestyle. She and her American 
husband, Tom, owned the operation for 38 years until they made the bittersweet decision to 
slow down and enjoy retirement. They sold the business and moved to Heritage Ranch in 
Fairview where they still reside today. They have 3 daughters and 4 grandchildren. 

The Shanleys also started a travel agency in 2002, Cruise Planners. Husband Tom managed 
the business successfully until Covid put an end to travel in 2019. Before the Covid shutdown, 
however, Louise and Tom traveled extensively to some fantastic places around the world. 

Other than family and horses, Louise’s other pastime is her passion for bridge. She learned the 
basics of beginning bridge in England when she was 22. Upon landing in Richardson in 1974, 
she joined a newcomers’ bridge class and developed her game. Today she is an active 



member of the McKinney Duplicate Bridge Club as well as playing Swiss pairs frequently at 
Heritage Ranch. She loves the game and enjoys tournament play as well.  

MDBC prides itself on its wonderful diverse membership with interesting people from around 
the US as well as those from international backgrounds.  We are delighted to count Louise as 
one of those individuals! 
Contributed by Nancy Connors, Secretary McKinney Duplicate Bridge Club 

 


