
                   

                       
 

Meet John Kalb 
If you see a duplicate bridge player wearing a Florida State or SMU shirt, chances are it’s John Kalb. 
John spent nearly 40 years working in higher education at two prestigious universities: Florida State 
University and Southern Methodist University, where he served as a university administrator until his 
retirement a few years ago. 

A native of Missouri, John majored in history at the University of Missouri-Columbia after a couple of 
false starts, one in engineering, then accounting. After earning both a BA and MA at Missouri, Uncle 
Sam felt he had spent enough time playing student and should give him a couple of years. This led to 
John serving as an artillery officer in the U.S. Army while stationed in Germany. 

After the miliary service John went to Florida State as a graduate assistant while he worked on a 
doctorate in history.  After completing his Ph.D., he joined the FSU faculty and taught Western 
Civilization, American Civilization, and American History at both Florida State and Tallahassee 
Community College. John retired from FSU after spending 30 years in Tallahassee. He then relocated 
to Dallas after accepting a position in administration at Southern Methodist University where he 
remained until he retired for the second time. 

John started playing bridge in high school.  He admits that he almost majored in bridge in college!  He 
eventually put the game aside, however, to focus on family and career; he began playing regularly 
again at the McKinney Duplicate Club after moving to Fairview in 2013. 

John enjoys traveling, although a recent cruise from Barcelona to Florida was not the dream trip 
hoped for when several ports were canceled due to bad weather. On a happier note the trip ended 
with a nice visit with his daughter in Tampa.   

Going back to his college days John was selected for the University of Missouri team participating in 
the Big 8 Conference Quiz Bowl matches in 1963 and 1964, He still enjoys trivia and participates in 
trivia competition bimonthly at Heritage Ranch where he’s lived since 2013. John is a regular player at 
the McKinney Duplicate Bridge Club and recently completed a two-year term on their board of 
directors. 

Married for almost 58 years, John and Eileen have two daughters, one granddaughter and two step-
grandsons.  Unfortunately, he admits, none of them play bridge! 

 



Submitted by Nancy Connors, Secretary, McKinney Duplicate Bridge Club 


