Meet Dorsey Shaw

The most difficult challenge in writing about Dorsey Shaw is confining the biography to a
manageable length for this newsletter! The fact is that Dorsey is a living legend in the Dallas
area. She has been featured in several newspaper articles over the decades, honored as one of
the founders of the vibrant McKinney Duplicate Club, respected as an ambassador for the
game, admired for her teaching skills, and recently celebrated for her 90" birthday. Why has she
been so recognized? Simply for the reason that this wonderful, energetic, and kind woman has
influenced so many bridge players and is especially noteworthy for having taught hundreds of
beginners the wonderful game of bridge. She is particularly interested in teaching young
players so the game will continue to flourish.

Dorsey was born and raised in Thermopolis, Wyoming, a town of 3500 boasting an incredible
150 bridge clubs when she began playing in 1953. At age 12 Dorsey was taught basic bridge by
her older sister since it was one of the most popular pastimes in town. The most prestigious club
was closed to others unless someone died and an invitation was offered to another worthy
candidate. Not to be outdone, Dorsey and 7 young women began their own club nicknamed
“The Crazy Eights”. They learned Goren rules for contract bridge and progressed to duplicate
players to the degree that they eventually were known as the sharpest group in town.

Dorsey began teaching bridge in the 1960s and it was 1964 when she earned her first red
masterpoint at a tournament in Denver. During her long lifetime she has earned over 3500
masterpoints. Her late sister, however, passed away at age 61 with 25,000 MPs, but Dorsey
points out that her own accumulation of points is modest due to the fact that she spent much of
her bridge career directing and partnering with those new to the game rather than pursuing life
mastery .



After Dorsey married, her husband’s career in geology led to their moving from Wyoming to
Tucson (where she had her own studio) and then on to Plano in 1977. During the next two
decades she focused on her family, took up sewing, and made every piece of clothing her girls
wore until they graduated college! In addition to managing the activities of a large family, she
continued to play bridge and started teaching duplicate for Newcomers. She used a variety of
venues for the lessons—country clubs, hotels, public libraries, and even a high school’s
community room. When her client base increased, she started hosting up to 4 tables of
duplicate in her home, but the group size outgrew the space after a couple of years.
Somewhere along the line she also became a certified director extraordinaire.

In 1985 Dorsey opened her own bridge studio in Plano with 7 tables of players. In just her first
year, she enrolled 81 novices in ACBL. The demand became so great that she doubled the size
of her space and had games 6 days a week. She maintained that location for over 5 years and
eventually sold it to one of her regular directors. She returned to the role of teacher and
continued to love playing and directing when needed.

In 2006 Dorsey was again approached by players who urged her to open a new bridge studio in
neighboring Richardson where it thrived for 15 years. It was different from other bridge clubs
due to the family-like community she created. Companionship and friendly competition were
prevalent. Smoking and “nastiness” were forbidden. She identified bridge as a language of its
own and saw that there is no age barrier to the game. “| like people, | like bridge, and I'm a good
teacher. When someone comes to take lessons from me, | feel like | take them on for life,” she
said.

It was in Richardson that Dorsey started having luncheon celebrations when players attained life
mastery status. The first person to do so in her group was asked what she would like served at
the celebration. The answer was “brisket”—something Dorsey had never eaten, much less
prepared. But as she will do, Dorsey took the challenge by the horns and produced a fabulous
meal with other players bringing side dishes. The brisket celebration became so popular that
she continued it during the years that she operated her studio and found herself preparing 25-35
pounds of brisket for these special occasions honoring new life masters.

In 2019 when Dorsey was 85 she sold her popular studio; on December 31% she said good-bye
to teaching, serving as director, and managing her own business. She donated carloads of
duplicate supplies to the growing McKinney Duplicate Club and has acquired honorary emeritus
status in that club where she plays weekly. Asked by her children what she wanted to do when
she grew up, “play bridge” was the response. Retirement never crossed her mind and her life is
far from dull. She has five daughters and one son as well as 13 grandchildren and 7 great
grands. She still plays lots of duplicate stating that “You can play bridge until you die! What other
sport do you know you can play that long? Bridge and Babies! What could be better?”

Submitted by Nancy Connors, Reporter for McKinney Duplicate Club



