Meet Doris Sivernell

Born in the heartland of America, Doris Sivernell grew up in Logansport, Indiana, a town of
20,000 where she lived in the same house until she graduated from high school. “It was a great
place and time to grow up,” she states. Doris then attended Indiana State University before
moving to Indianapolis, working, marrying , and having two daughters.

Doris moved to Phoenix, Arizona for her husband’s work and lived there for 16 years. She went
to work for Greyhound Lines in 1974 and relocated to Dallas when the company was sold in
1987. Following a divorce, Doris returned to college to complete her associate and bachelor’s
degrees, working full-time as well as attending school part-time while both her daughters
attended college. Ah, the life of a single parent!

Doris worked as a paralegal for Greyhound. She handled small claims lawsuits nationwide,
mostly from baggage and package express claims, and assisted defending the company against
complaints and lawsuits on everything from discrimination to EEOC issues to class action suits.
She ascertains she could write a book on the cases she worked. (For example, one notable case
featured a hooker in Nevada who lost two teeth in a bus accident filed a claim for lost wages.
Unfortunately, she had no proof to support her claim!) Doris still occasionally has lunch with her
former boss who keeps asking her to return to work, but Doris replies that she has no time for
anything but bridge!

Doris remarried in 1995 and lost her husband in 2016. Following her retirement in 2017, after
43 years, Doris was looking for something to keep her busy. She had always liked card games
and grew up playing Euchre. Her favorite version was Bid Euchre with 8 players and 2 decks of
cards, but Euchre didn’t seem popular in Texas. Someone mentioned the Plano Senior Center so
she went to visit and explore opportunities. She got a copy of Celebration Magazine which listed
activities at all area senior centers. She noted that the McKinney Senior Center welcomed new



bridge players. She immediately drove there, joined, and went to a Thursday bridge session. It
was there that she met Duke Reed who began to mentor her on the basics of the game. Already
having good card sense, Doris quickly picked up the game. In fact, with Duke’s encouragement,
the very next day she went to Plano Senior Center on a Friday for their weekly open bridge
game.

| was present on that occasion and clearly remember what unfolded. One of the least friendly
members of the group challenged Doris when she came in and joined a table. The interrogator
asked her how long she’d been playing bridge and was horrified when Doris answered, “Oh, |
learned the game yesterday.” The woman was speechless for a minute and then responded,
“Well this is an intermediate group and it’s NOT for beginners.” (Note: No such descriptor is
used for Friday bridge in Plano; it’s an open game of party bridge.) Fortunately Doris ignored
this rude comment and stayed. She played well and exhibited no rookie mistakes.

Meanwhile, Doris” mentor, Duke, phoned her every morning with a bridge question to quiz her
knowledge. He also gave her a copy of Audrey Grant’s first book. Doris played party bridge
several times a week in McKinney, Allen, and Plano. During the Covid shutdown, Doris was part
of a group comprised of 4 tables of bridge advocates who played party bridge twice a week at a
restaurant. The next step in her bridge education was taking lessons from Ann Roemerman and
joining the late Neal Burt’s class on 2 over 1. He invited Doris to play duplicate as his partner in
the McKinney Duplicate Bridge Club and she was soon hooked. For the past few years Doris has
studied the game and enhanced her knowledge of bridge conventions and strategies. She and
various partners have played in several area tournaments, even one on a bridge cruise.

Doris is fortunate to be supported by a strong family comprised of her daughters and sons in
law, a stepson and his family, as well as 6 grandchildren, and 4 great grandchildren. She also has
a wealth of friends in her church family as well as her bridge family. She enjoys church, weekly
dancing, and other activities, but it’s bridge that has captured her heart. She states, “I'm so glad
for all of us that we are blessed with this wonderful opportunity called BRIDGE!”

Submitted by Nancy Connors, Secretary of the McKinney Duplicate Bridge Club



