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Bridge, Bikes and Bumps
Unit 176 Fairview
By Anne Goodman

Hello, my name is Anne Goodman. I play bridge 
in the Dallas, McKinney, and Plano area and 

have been a member of ACBL since 2016. I’m cur-
rently a Silver Life Master. I reached Life Master at 
the NABC in Reno in March of 2022. It was such a 
wonderful experience and quite a thrill to obtain Life 
Master at a national tournament. But, that’s not the 
reason why I’m writing to you. Joe Gill, one of the bet-
ter players at our club suggested I send you my story.

I ride Harleys and have been riding for over 50 
years. I’m the Ladies of Harley Officer for our local 
chapter of HOG and had a Harley-related event after 
the club game that day so I wore my Harley Davidson 
shirt. As my partner and I came to Joe’s table, he saw 
my shirt and asked if I actually rode or if I just like the 
shirt. He was pretty surprised that I rode. We chatted a 
few minutes then the round was called, so my partner 
and I moved to the next table. He later mentioned that 
he thought the ACBL would like to hear my story.

One funny thing that keeps happening and is con-
sistent through the years is that people I play bridge 
with are shocked that I ride a motorcycle, and the 
people that I ride Harleys with are shocked that I play 
bridge. Two passions that bring me true joy and at the 
same time offer many challenges, one mental challeng-
es and the other physical challenges.

I enjoy hearing their amazement, statements by in-
dividuals of either group are enlightening. One of my 
bridge friends asked me if I go out for a bike ride just 
to practice riding my bike before I go on a long trip. 
My motorcycle friends tell other friends, “Yes, Anne 
plays bridge and she and her partner travel to tourna-
ments and they actually win.” Because they state it as 
though I’m some kind of rock star, I try to explain that 
there are a lot of different bridge levels and sections 
that a person can win within their own category. Of 
course the question always comes up about how much 
money does a person win.

Riding has actually helped my bridge. Sounds funny 
to say that doesn’t it? However, it’s true. On long rides, 
some of my fellow bikers listen to music, podcasts, 
etc. Not me! I study my birdge conventions. I have my 
conventions written on note cards in my fork bag (the 
bag that is attached to the inside of the windshield for 
handy access by the rider). Before we start the ride, I 
read a note card then put it back in the bag and for 
the next hour as I ride down the road I can memorize 
the steps of that convention and practice those steps 
in my head with each level depending on my partner’s 
response for that specific convention. I’ll test myself 
and once we stop or even if we’re at a long red light, 
I’ll pull out the card to see if I have it correct.
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