
 

Salute Maj. General Al Joersz 

The McKinney Duplicate Club has some fascinating members but none more so than 
Maj. General Al Joersz who is known as the “fastest man alive”. Most people remember 
the name Chuck Yeager who broke the sound barrier in 1947.  But, not so many people 
know the names Al Joersz and his co-pilot George Morgan who obliterated that record in 
1976 when they flew at an altitude of 80,600 feet at a speed of 2,193 mph-- more than 
three times the speed of sound or Mach 3. That’s more than 33 miles per minute or 
faster than a speeding bullet!  Even more impressive, that 48-year-old record still stands 
today. 

Eldon W. Joersz, known as Al, was born and raised in Hazen, North Dakota. 
He  cultivated an interest in aviation when he was a teenager. After graduating from 
North Dakota State University in 1966 with a BS in Math, he received an ROTC Air Force 
commission. He completed his pilot training at Laughlin Air Force Base in Texas. During 
the Viet Nam Conflict he flew 158 combat missions, completed more than 450 combat 
hours, and served as an instructor pilot. Over the next few decades his illustrious career 
earned him numerous citations and awards, such as the Defense Distinguished Service 
Medal and Distinguished Flying Cross. He also held numerous positions at the Pentagon 
and served as Chief of Staff at NATO’s AirSouth  as well as Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Defense Programs. After 31 years in the Air Force, Al retired in 1997 and 
went to work for Lockheed Martin where he remained until his permanent retirement in 
2011. Since that time, he has been a featured guest speaker and honoree at various 
occasions related to his distinguished Air Force career. He even has an airfield named 
after him in North Dakota where his hometown holds him in high esteem as a “favored 
son” and icon 

Al has been married to his wife Carol for 53 years. She has been a supportive and loving 
helpmate as they have moved 27 times since college graduation!  They have three 
children and seven grandchildren and now reside in McKinney. 



As for his bridge background, Al first learned to play bridge at his fraternity while 
attending North Dakota State. After graduation, however, he was too busy with family 
and career to continue playing the game. Like so many retirees, he put bridge on a back 
burner until his life allowed him more leisure. It was in 2018 that he picked up the game 
again when he saw an online posting by the late Stu Nelan looking for bridge players in 
the Country Ridge Community. Al met Stu at their community club house and became 
his protegee as he learned all the changes and conventions that weren’t around when he 
first learned the game in the 1960s. Soon Al was playing bridge at a variety of venues  

Al joined the McKinney Duplicate Club in 2018. He served on the board as director of 
equipment.  He plays there weekly where he is known not for being the fastest man alive 
but for being a modest, kind, and caring gentleman. 

Submitted by Nancy Connors, Secretary, McKinney Duplicate Bridge Club 
 

 
 


