MALMESBURY BRIDGE CLUB
ETIQUETTE FOR PLAY

Conduct at the Table —

We all want our bridge to be relaxed and without undue formality, we
want to follow the rules, but not allow them to get in the way of the
game. In order, to maintain harmony it would be helpful if members
gave more attention to the following:

Do not make gratuitous comments during bidding or play

When calling, decide what to call with your hands away from the boxes,
rather than hovering between various bidding cards before withdrawing
one.

Dummy - keep your hands away from the cards until asked to play, this
does not mean you cannot play a card which has to be played because it
is singleton, or a touching doubleton (to keep up to speed) - but please
wait if it is the first round of play until asked to do so.

Do not ask for explanations if you have no intention of bidding.

Be aware that if you ponder at length about bidding and then pass, your
partner may have greater difficulty in justifying his/her bid - they must
not make a bid which cannot be justified by their own holding.

Direct your bidding enquiries to the bidder's partner as they alone
should explain the system - if the explanation is incorrect and the bidder
becomes declarer, declarer should state what was meant by the bid
before the opening lead.

Use some form of basic convention card — this will help you to
remember your system better, and you will have a defence when things
go wrong!

Do not shout out your results so the next table can hear.

Play cards from your hand with a steady tempo; if you hesitate you tell
your partner, albeit innocently, that you do not have a singleton - you
may need to plan ahead allowing for situations which will arise later in
the play, eg your King or Queen sitting under Ace/Jack on table.

If partner has mistaken your bid, you must take the responses they make
as having the meaning they would have had had your bid been correctly
interpreted.



Do not replace your bidding cards from the table until play is ready to
start (after any questions).

Don’t forget the Director is there to help you play within the Law of
Bridge; they interpret the law and will explain to you your options and
any consequences

MAKING THE WRONG CALL: don’t forget a Call is any bid, double, redouble
or pass

If you pull out the wrong bidding card (unintended call (Law 25)) and put
it on the table you can rectify that call up until the moment your partner
is going to bid, BUT ONLY IF YOU DO SO WITHOUT PAUSE FOR
THOUGHT. The second (intended) call stands. You CANNOT rectify the
bid after your partner has bid.

If a substitution is allowed the LHO may if he so wishes withdraw any call
they made over the first call. BEWARE information from any withdrawn
call is authorised information for that side only. You do not have to say
anything at all but you will confuse your partner and the opposition at
your peril. REMEMBER if it is considered that you did pause for thought
then the opposition have a number of options that may prevent you
from changing your call.

And remember to call the Director to see fair play.

THE DREADED STOP CARD

When the “stop” card is exposed the bidder must leave the card out for
ten seconds and during that time the bidder will show the bid. This gives
his partner and the opposition the chance to register the jump. No other
play is allowed within this time. Once the “stop” card has been replaced
play continues as normal.

UNACCEPTABLE NOISE LEVELS DURING PLAY

A number of people have commented recently about noise levels from
tables that have finished playing. This is very disturbing to those tables
still playing and members are asked to be considerate and keep their
voices down both when they have finished playing and during play.
Comments about hands just played can give vital information to those
who have still to play them.



