Obituary – Jo McAllister
I lost my dear friend, and bridge partner, Jo McAllister on May 15th, 2024.
Jo was a very capable, highly intelligent, unassuming woman who was modest about her many achievements. There were many aspects to her life and some of you may not be aware of them.  
At the age of 24 she earned a PhD in chemistry – not something granted to many women in 1973.  Having worked for some years in medical research she changed career to help her husband Richard run the well-known local family business McAllisters Garage.  To assist her in this, she completed accounting exams which was no easy feat with 3 young children at home.  She, of course, won the award for coming first.
Jo’s passion was her family, and it was ever and always her priority. But she also had many and varied other interests over the years.  Among many, Rallying, Sailing and Bridge could be listed as passions
Jo participated, as a navigator, in the sport of car rallying.  In her earlier days, she was a regular navigator for Rosemary Smith when they undertook the Circuit of Ireland Rally and other prestigious competitions.  Laterally, she and Richard had great success in Classic car rallies, nationally and internationally, including 1st place in the Trial to the Nile in 2002.  She was much sought after as a navigator but mostly choose to do so with Richard.  
She was also a sailor and, as an active member of Howth Yacht Club, won many a competition.
Bridge was her last acquired passion.  Jo’s mother, Kay (Kitty) Newman was a founder member of Malahide Bridge Club.   She is listed among the donors in 1987 on the plaque which is in the clubhouse to this day.  Almost 30 years ago, Jo decided, as Kitty “wouldn’t have the patience”, we should teach ourselves bridge from the Bones of Bridge!!  Happily, not too far into our “careers”, we encountered Maureen Meade, who mentored us and set us on a more orthodox path for which we were forever grateful.  Thus began one of the most enjoyable chapters in our lives.  Indeed, our husbands were known to remark that they “should not die on a Monday as they would likely be left over ground until after the game on Tuesday”. 
We had some success over the years, qualifying for national competitions, winning the President’s prize etc. etc.  -  Jo just loved to play bridge.  She was an adroit and canny player who was thrilled when we did well but if not, she loved analysing the hands and discovering where we had gone wrong.  Jo loved solving problems, both at the bridge table and otherwise in life.
Jo exemplified the motto of our club “Friendship through competition” but she also believed in giving back to the club.  She had taken a course and had planned to offer her services as Tournament Director once she retired but sadly her illness intervened.  Believe me, this was a great loss to the club as Jo liked nothing better and took great pleasure in organising things correctly.  Indeed, I often had to restrain her from correcting those who were already doing the job.  
Ever practical and pragmatic, she approached her end, as she did most things, in a calm and organised manner.  She was truly an inspiration and gave us all a lesson in how to leave this world with grace and dignity.  Our friendship extended far beyond the bridge table, and I am privileged to have had her in my life.
Our deepest sympathy goes to her husband, Richard and children Sarah, Suzanne and Sandra and all her extended family. 
We have played our last hand Jo!  You will be forever missed.   Breda O’Mahony  
