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Results will be published in early August at
https://australianbridge.com/SWP

Welcome to the 2026 Bridge NSW State-Wide Pairs.

The boards in this booklet will be played in over 30 clubs throughout NSW, in the week
of 1-7 August. Once all of the clubs have finished play, you will be able to view the final
results and prize details at the event web site, https://australianbridge.com/SWP.

The results will appear on the web site gradually from 8 August, as each club submits
its scores, so you will be able to watch your score change each day as new clubs are
added to the results.

The web site will also have links to the travelling scoreslip for each board, as well as
your own personal scoreslip. This page will give you an interesting opportunity to see
the differences between your local percentage score on each board and your state-
wide percentage on each board.

After the event is completed, successful pairs will be awarded red masterpoints at Con-

gress B4 level.

Brad Coles
2026 State-Wide Pairs Tournament Organiser

Email: swp@australianbridge.com
Web site: https://australianbridge.com/SWP
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Board AN762 DIr: North | After East opens 1l and West bids 14, East's best rebid Board AQJ865 DIr: North | East has a normal 2% opening. Each of the other players will
1 vQ65 Vul: Nil | is probably a quiet 2¢&, ignoring the hearts. If East instead 5 vQ76 Vul: NS | think about bidding over that, but anyone who bids over 2%
®AKG63 chooses 29, the bidding will get too high. Bidding 2% in this €643 will regret it. West has a misfit, and NS have too many hearts.
®Q102 positiqn is called a reverse, and it requires 16 points, be- » K4 If East doesn’t open 2¥, there are many ways the bidding
AAKI1084 o — cause it almost always forces you to at Iea;t the three—levgl. AKI104 A972 might go. The perfect auction for NS is 1#-1&-1NT, and that
v1043 VA987 Some people WOUld bid 2¥ anyway, telling you that‘ th'_s v3 Y KJ10932 | s the best contract. West might get in the way with a 2%
¢J1074 * Q52 powerful hand is better than many 16-counts — that's fine if *A972 ®J5 overcall, and then there’s no guessing what might happen.
&) & AK8753 Youfindafit, but with no fit you'll end up with a minus score. $AQ653 & 92 _ _ .
AQJI953 Even 2% can be beaten if South finds a diamond ruff, so well AMA3 [f NS do get to INT, East still does well to bid 2V, but obvi-
) ) : ' ously it is much safer to bid 2% on the first round than on
vKJ2 done if you found a diamond lead. However, if South leads a VAS54 the third round. 2% will go one off, which is a good result be-
4938 spade, dgclarer can throw two hearts on the AAK and make ¢KQ108 cause -50 in a non-vul 2¥ is better than -90 defending 1NT.
%964 an overtrick. %J)1087
Board A K DIr: East | East opens 14, and some Wests will respond 24, which a lot Board A8 DIr: East | After East’'s 14 opening, South has an opportunity for a non-
2 vJ10762 Vul: NS | of old textbooks describe as 10+ HCP. If you have a more 6 YVAQJ754 Vul: EW | vulnerable weak jump overcall of 3&. This will certainly sim-
9754 modern textbook, your 24 responses will need to be a bit ®A75 plify the NS auction — without the 3% overcall, I can’t even
*AK?2 stronger than this, and you'll respond 1NT with this hand. s K108 think of an intelligent auction to reach 5S¢,
AJb AQ8754 If West does bid 1NT, East might pass, and that's an excellent AKI1052 AAQJI4 Even after the 3&% overcall, North doesn’t have an easy de-
VA543 v K9 contract. However, some Easts will try 2%, and now West vi096 VK83 cision. 3% is probably the smart choice; South will either
*AJ86 ¢ KQ should go back to spades. Both black suits are seven-card ¢1098 ¢ KQJ2 rebid 4¢ or 34 (the cue of the opponent’s suit leaves room
%943 *QJ87 fits, and you'd rather be in the 5-2 fit in the major suit. %654 % 2 for North to bid 3NT if he has a spade stopper). Ultimately,
: A 180 932 If West responds 24, you obviously won't get to play in INT, : ; 63 when hearts are not supported, North will raise to Sé.
Q and you may end up much higher. By ruffing two hearts in hand, you can make 11 tricks easily
¢1032 ®643 (six clubs, four hearts and the ®A) but 12 tricks are possible.
%1065 *AQJ973
Board A93 DIr: South | Is South’s hand good enough for a strong 2¢&% opening? I Board AKQJ43 DIr: South | South opens 1% and North responds 14. Your own part-
3 v63 Vul: EW | don't think so, but many will disagree. I'd be happy to open 7 vQ5 Vul: All ' nership’s philosophy will determine whether South rebids
Q1073 19, and play there if everyone passes. The alternative is to *Q diamonds or makes a three-card spade raise, but either way
SAJI073 open a strong 2, rebid hearts (probably at the three-level ®AQ732 you should be able to get to 44 eventually. After 19-14A-2¢,
AAKI1064 AJ75 by the time you get another bid). Either way, you'll probably A 10 A9762 North will probably rebid 3¢ (regardless of whether you play
v75 v942 end up in 49, making an overtrick if they let you ruff a spade. VY1074 ¥963 this as natural or the more common fourth-suit forcing con-
*54 ¢J962 If West overcalls a vulnerable 24 over 2%, he is theoretically ¢KI107543 *A9 vention) and reaching 44 should not be a problem.
*KQ65 % 982 exposing himself to a disastrous 500 penalty, but in reality %964 % KJ108 It is convenient for declarer to take a club ruff, leading to
AQ82 no one is ever going to double it, so 24 escapes unharmed. MABS twelve tricks in total (five spades, five hearts, %A and a ruff).
VAKQJ108 In theory, 3NT is the highest-scoring contract, but I can't VAKJ82 If East Ieadsg club (a poor glecision if North has bid them)
¢AKS recommend a sensible way for South to get there. ¢)862 then there will be thirteen tricks.
&4 %5
Board A1084 DIr: West | None of the hands in the set so far have had one obvious Board A2 DIr: West | If West's system includes two-suited openings (such as RCO
4 vQ63 Vul: All | auction, so there is a lot of scope for tops and bottoms. Here, 8 YVAK10976 Vul: Nil | twos, or 24 showing spades and a minor) then EW will get
¢J10 West will open 1¢&, and East can respond either 14 or 1¥. If €987 to 3% quickly. At most tables, North will get the first bid, with
*KQ843 East chooses 1, then West can choose either 1¥ or 1NT. 1042 a good weak two in hearts, and that will make things much
AQ963 AKS5?2 Hopefully someone will mention the hearts at some point. AAJIOT7S AQ harder for East-West. I don't expect East-West to find a plus
VAK87 vJlo94 Once the heart fit is found, it's a close call whether to bid vJs8 V5432 score if North opens 2¥, or even if North bids 2¥ on the
®65 ¢ AQ873 | game with 23 HCP. T'll be honest: I think the singleton club ¢ 10 ¢ KQ653 | secondround.
% A109 % 5 is enough reason to bid the game, and I would bid it. Sadly, % K9863 ®* AQS North can make 2% with six hearts and the ®AJ. West can
AA)T with the ¥Q and ¢K offside, it will probably be one off unless AK98643 make 3¢ with five clubs, the @K, and three spades (after
v52 North-South give up a trick by leading a spade. That's the vQ giving up one trick to the #K).
®K942 way it goes sometimes: if all of your finesses lose, you'll be ®AJ42
%762 penalised for optimistic bidding. % J7




2026 NSW State-Wide Pairs

https://australianbridge.com/SWP

Board AK875 DIr: North | West opens 1NT in fourth seat, and East raises to 3NT. Board A864 DIr: North | Another quiet board, with West once again opening the bid-
9 VJ752 VUl: EW | p simple auction, but a tough hand to play, as there are only 1 3 YKQ95 Vul: All ' ding and watching all the other players pass.
¢1082 six tricks on top. One trick is available in hearts: if declarer *KQ5 In fact, this is a very unusual board: the only makeable con-
*Q6 plays hearts from the top, the Q10 falls, and the ¥8 can %J103 tracts for West are 1¢&%, 14 and 24, and NS cannot make
AAD42 AQJ3 force out the ¥J, setting up the nine. With the AQJ sitting AQJ975 A A0 anything at all. Neither side can make 1NT on best defence.
:f\7K 93 : i?(j 3 ovedr Nbor';h sdlflng,%/ou ce;]n alsc;(take tricks with both of those :2 jS : 18 ; ;1 g 5 In practice, West will make an overtrick in 14, taking four
cards by leading through the king. trumps, two red aces, and the &K and a club ruff. North
“oA54 %9073 . , . . . . . o KQ84 % 72 .
A106 In practice, North’s opening lead might 5|mpI|fy things. On a AK32 could havg prevented the club ruff by leading a trump, but
spade lead, declarer can make three spade tricks no matter that's not likely to happen.
vQ1o what card he plays from dummy. Alternatively, an opening V83
*Q965 diamond lead will set up a trick for the ®J. ¢864
% KJ1082 *A965
Board AK43 DIr: East | With a 4-4-2-3 shape, East's correct opening bid in most Board AAK) DIr: East | East opens 1#, and West is not strong enough to bid the
1 0 VK76 Vul: All | systems will be 1&. West has only 5 HCP, but the fine spade 1 4 YK63 Vul: Nil = clubs, so the correct response is 1¥. Now East rebids 14, and
®AKQS5S suit makes the hand strong enough for a 14 response, and ¢K10842 West's next call will determine their result on the deal.
*QJ2 East has an easy raise to 24. %85 Playing in 2¢ is not really an option, no matter what meth-
AAI0862 AQJI5 North's hand is strong enough to bid INT over West's 14, A7 A8632 ods you play. For advanced pairs, 2¢& is an artificial forcing
vi4 YAQS52 and if that happens, South is strong enough for a takeout vQloa4 VA bid, called fourth-suit forcing. Even if you don't play that
¢763 ¢J10 double of 24 (with North’s INT showing about 16 HCP, *6 ¢®QJ753 convention, and you play 2% as natural, one of the basic
%1064 % K98 South’s ace ensures that NS have half the points in the deck). *AQ10972 % KJ rules of bidding is that a new suit by responder is always
A7 This will allow NS to find their 3¢ contract to win the board. AQ1054 forcing. So even if West can bid a natural 2¢, East can't pass.
v1p983 If NS reach 3¢, EW may be tempted to compete to 34, but ¥3752 Strangely, the best compromise is INT, which makes easily.
9842 that contract is easily beaten. *AD The defenders have six top tricks, and declarer has seven.
*A753 %643
Board AQ87 DIr: South | South has an excellent hand, but not good enough to open Board AQ73 DIr: South | After three one-level contracts in a row, we now have a
1 1 ¥v10532 Vul: Nil = anything other than 14. This will probably be passed around 1 5 v K Vul: NS | highly competitive board. The points are split evenly, but
Q10 to East, who now has to decide whether to reopen with a 109873 both sides have not one, but two nine-card fits. When this
&10532 takeout double. I think the double is absolutely automatic, ®10983 rare event happens, any pair who is permitted to play at the
AG6542 AAJI09 as you don't want to defend 1€ when you could easily be AAJ10854 A9G2 three-level is almost guaranteed to get a good score.
vKQJ6 vA984 making 2¥ and/or 24. vQ1073 VAJI82 South starts with 1é, and West can overcall 1A or 24. It's
¢J83 *62 Unfortunately, on this deal, all East’s double achieves is to ¢2 ¢ KJ6 tough for North to find a bid over either of those (I would
%94 * Q76 give NS a second chance to reach their making 5¢ or 5¢ %62 % K4 raise to 2¢ if possible). If North passes, it's likely that EW will
AK3 contract. Whether they are able to take advantage of that o K eventually buy the contract, possibly in 34.
v7 qpporfcunity i.s anojcher question, and I suspect the NS auc- v654 EW will make at least 34, unless North gets a heart ruff,
®AK9754 tion will end in a diamond partscore whatever East does. ¢AQ54 which is quite challenging. NS will make at least 4% or 44 if
*AKJS *AQJT7S5 they can find a way to get into the auction.
Board A6 DIr: West | West opens 1NT, and there is no strong reason for anyone Board AQ6b6 DIr: West | NS have 30 HCP here, but the 10 HCP they are missing in-
1 2 v432 Vul: NS | else to bid. East will be aware that there is a decent chance 1 6 YVAJI109 Vul: EW | clude important cards in every suit. Still, the long spade suit
®AQ932 of making 4% or 44 (if West has AK52-A2-A532-J109, for ex- €542 is the only suit that really counts, and if you can hold that
S*»K754 ample) but if East bids Stayman and fails to find a major-suit S AKI102 suit to one loser, you'll have an easy twelve tricks without
AAQ7 Al10843 fit, he may struggle to find a safe landing spot. AJ10 AK32 even worrying about petty problems like the ®J or ¥Q.
VAJG6 v 10987 Even without the major-suit fit, it turns out that EW can ac- vQ373 v542 There are several ways to play the spade suit, and only one
¢KJ108 * 4 tually make a game here. The excellent suit quality in clubs 4983 *J76 line will fail: a low spade to the queen, losing to the king, and
%) 109 * AQ383 produces four tricks there, and the YKQ and aK onside allow *Q943 % J875 then finesse the nine, losing to the jack. This is not a rec-
AKJI952 you to make quite a few tricks in the majors to make 3NT. AA98754 ommended line. Playing low to the queen is fine, but when
vKQ5 In fact, the pressure is on NS to get just four tricks. Only the v K6 fche ten appears on th? ﬁYSt round, you should p.Iay for the
765 #AQ and ¥Q are obvious, and some EW pairs will make 180. ¢AKQI10 Jack’to o_Irop. If thg tenis smgleton (leaving Easft wlth A'KJ32),
%62 &% 6 you'd still lose a trick to the jack even after a winning finesse.
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Board A)8542 DIr: North | East opens 1l& and West responds 1¥. East is not strong Board AJ854 DIr: North | In the modern game, it is completely normal to open most
1 7 v1054 Vul: Nil ' enough to bid the diamonds now; bidding 2@ is likely to 21 v5 Vul: NS | 12-counts, and this East hand is quite a good 12-count. Un-
€Q7542 force the auction to at least the three-level, and East does ¢KQ1083 fortunately, it is also common practice for responder to force
o — not want that. Also, it is a poor idea to rebid the five-card »852 to game with 12 HCP, which means we see a lot of poor 24-
AK103 A76 club suit, as partner might not be strong enough to bid AKQO AAG2 point games. If you have a decent fit, 24 is often more than
YAKQ863 v)7 again, and you could get left to play in a 5-1 fit. The best YAKI1094 vQ6 enough, but with no fit, it's a losing strategy.
3 ®AJ96 rebid for East is a simple 1NT, showing 12-14 balanced. ®642 ®97 After 18-19-2& (or less likely, 18-19-1NT) I think West is
*J97 % AQ1084 | The balanced INT rebid also has the benefit of promising at *96 % AQ10743 onlyworth an invitation, and I'd like to see the bidding stop
AAQOI least two hearts, giving West an easy 4% rebid. A1073 in 2NT or 3&. In 2NT, North should start with five rounds of
v32 NS could take three tricks (MA, club ruff, and eventually &K) v.8732 d.'aLnon.dli’ aInd (;nlé/ thle very'ﬁest ieclgrers will tadke thedl‘ast
*K108 but it's literally impossible to find that defence in real life. ®AJS eight tricks. In 3¢, declarer will make nine or ten, depending
*K6532 K J on the club guess and whether North gets a heart ruff.
Board A3 DIr: East | East opens 14, and West's bid will depend upon your meth- Board AQ?2 DIr: East | If West opens 1INT, North and South are too balanced to get
1 8 vQ1063 Vul: NS | ods for showing an invitational raise. Some pairs play Bergen 22 VAKS5 Vul: EW | into the auction. Ironically, this is a poor contract for every-
®A1043 raises, some play 2NT as a 10+ four-card raise, and some 9742 body, as NS want to be in 2¢ and EW want to be in 2&. INT
*KQ53 play the simple Acol-style 34 limit raise. “A753 openings can often be a double-edged sword: they don't let
AK1043 A AQ9652  \Whatever your method, West will invite game, and East has AAKG4 410983 you find your fit, but they also keep the opponents quiet.
vi74 VY AK382 more than enough to accept the invitation (but not quite vQJI102 v863 There's not much to the play in either suit contract. 24 by
*KJ7 *9 enough for a slam try). ¢Q105 *K EW has five obvious losers, while 24 by NS has six (which is
*AIT a7 108 South needs to find the club lead to guarantee a trick in that * K10 AT *QJ864 one off, but -50 is better than any other possible NS result).
VoS suit. On any other lead, declarer might guess to lead a dia- v974 1NT, as always, is trickier. EW have a surplus of tricks, and the
mond to the jack, setting up the @K for a club discard and responsibility is on NS to get whatever they can. Key mo-
*Q8652 scoring a valuable overtrick. *AJB63 ments for North are finding a diamond lead at trick one or
%642 %92 trick two, and holding up the %A when West leads the king.
Board A1083 DIr: South | West has an easy weak two opening in hearts, giving North Board A98764 DIr: South | Every player has a borderline opening bid on this board,
1 9 VA Vul: EW | a problem. The only making contracts for NS at that level are 23 VA987 Vul: All | so I expect many different auctions. South is a bit light to
®AQ865 2NT and 3&, and it's tricky to reach either of them now, and ®KJ8 open, but in the modern game many experts would. West
SAKS7 they are also tough to make. Whether North overcalls with K has a reasonable weak two opening, although I like to have
AQ72 AAKG64 34 or makes a takeout double, I don't expect NS to end with AQ) A K a much better suit for a vulnerable weak two.
vQJ10942 V875 a plus score, but -50 or -100 are better than defending 2V. vQ1W6543 v KJ2 If South and West both pass, North should open 14. The
*K43 ¢ 107 If West does not open 2%, NS will bid something like 1#- €Q942 ¢763 singleton king is a poor value, but there are nine cards in the
% 6 % Q954 INT-2¢, which is an easy plus score for NS. At that point, % 3 % AQ9854 majors, and it pays to be aggressive in third seat.
::(9653 Weslt Sh?uw Véake up afr]:d f{nally bid |(2V,ha|th§légh It:] O?VI- :A 10532 Despite a wide range of auctions, the outcome is predes-
ous ydsa e; an hmorie E,sze to ?ale; aktI ! | ondt e first - tined. With a huge spade fit and lots of distribution, NS
®J92 roun rather than the third round (I think I already men- ¢AI0S should reach the laydown 44 no matter what happens.
%J1032 tioned that on Board 5). %J10762
Board A752 DIr: West | After a 14 opening from West, I don't think East is strong Board AQ86 DIr: West | Another hand with both sides holding a nine-card fit (just
20 vK52 Vul: All | enough to bid 2&%, and I think a simple 24 raise will suffice. 24 vi1074 Vul: Nil | one this time, unlike Board 15) so anyone who buys the
K874 It's not usually a good idea to bid a three-card suit ahead ®A764 hand at the three-level will get a great score.
)86 gf a seven-card Sl,“t' but if East responds 2¢% the bidding is %1087 The first three players will pass, and South gets the first shot.
AAJ643 A4Q938 likely to get too high, probably as high as 44. 4109754 A AK32 Incredibly, the hand belongs to EW, so (theoretically) South’s
YAQI93 v106 24 is a nice safe contract. If the defenders never lead trumps, v63 v952 best choice on the actual deal is to pass, but obviously that's
¢J965 *Q then declarer has plenty of things to ruff, and might end with *K9 ¢ Q2 impossible with 16 HCP. South bids 1%, West overcalls 14,
o — &% A1097532 as many as ten tricks. If all of the trumps are drawn, and de- ®AQ93 %6542 North raises to 2%, and after that it's anyone’s guess.
: fgl(; 4 crl\artle'r o!oefsp t getdany r:ffiit allathhenvefght tricks should be : i\ KOS The last making spot is 34 EW, so NS will do well to push on
the limit (five spades, the and the )- Q to the four-level and accept -50 in 49. 1 predict there will be
*A1032 ¢J10853 a lot of EW pairs going too far, reaching 44 for a poor score.
*KQ4 %K)
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Board AJS DIr: North | Only 28 HCP here, but an excellent slam available for EW. Board A109853 DIr: North | Another big-fit hand, with a ten-card fit and an eleven-card
25 vJj64 Vul: EW | It looks like there are actually 13 tricks available (four dia- 29 v8763 Vul: All | fit. EW have the bigger fit and a few more high-card points,
®J9 monds, &A, AA, three club ruffs and East's four trumps) but ®K83 but NS have the major, and that's a decisive advantage.
& KJ10952 there are actually not enough entries to ruff all of the clubs. &2 After passing as dealer, and with the three other players all
AQ1064 AA2 However, if North leads a club, which is quite likely, then A2 L holding big hands, North three-count has improved a lot by
vQ1l0982 Y AK73 declarer has a head start ruffing the clubs, and should make vKQ94 VAJS the time he faces his second-round decision. With a king, a
¢KQ105 *AT4 13. Similarly, a trump lead (also quite likely) will give you the ¢92 ¢ J105 singleton, and five-card support, North is actually too good
o — % A864 chance to win the first trick in dummy with the seven, again % AJ1053 % KQ9864  forasimple 24 raise — I'd be fine with a preemptive raise to
AK9873 giving you an early chance to ruff a club and make 13 tricks. AMAKQb64 either 34 or 44, to put maximum pressure on EW.
v> As for bidding the slam, that’s a bit harder. Both players will vio2 EW will do very well if they find the 5¢ sacrifice over 44, and
; 267332 need to take an aggressive view for the pair to get to 69. ; ';‘ Q764 even better if they aren't doubled (or if South bids on to 54).
Board AQ7 DIr: East | Another huge-fit hand, with two nine-card fits for NS, and Board A7 4 DIr: East | After passing as dealer and hearing partner open 14, East
26 vQ109842 Vul: All | an eleven-card fit for EW. NS have the more distributional 30 vK54 Vul: Nil | has the best hand possible. You could make an invitational
Q6 hands, so the deal belongs to them with just two top losers ¢)863 raise, but how will you feel if partner doesn’t accept the in-
S»AJ3 in 5¥ or 5&%. EW have more balanced hands, giving them *AJ4 vitation? For example, if partner holds AJ743-2-KQ2-5432,
AAK53?2 A 109864 fourtop losers in the opponents’ suits, but that still leaves AAKQ103 A98652 barely enough to even justify the 14 bid, would he accept an
v)7 ¥63 them with nine tricks — good enough for a profitable 500- "y YAI1032 invitation from a passed hand?
¢K1084 ®AJS point sacrifice over any vulnerable five-level contract by NS. Q102 e AT4 I think East is too good for an invitation, and my choice
*Q7 %54 EW will surely bid to at least 44, so NS will have to be asser- *Q632 % 10 would be a 4# splinter. This may even give you a chance to
»h— tive if they don’t want to be robbed. Especially if East opens L reach slam if partner has something like AKJ43-K2-KQ2-432.
VAKS5 24 (ver_y aggressive?, South needs to take his one opportunity vYvQ9876 With the 3-0 spade break, declarer is limited to ten tricks, as
9732 to getinto the auction. To get the best score, you want to be ®K95 he can't ruff three clubs without North ruffing in with the &,
S K109862 in 59, but North may have to settle for 5¢& if West bids 4. H»K9875
Board AKI76 DIr: South | South opens 1%, North responds 14, and South raises the Board AAB852 DIr: South | Looking at all four hands, it seems obvious to reach 44 on
27 vQs Vul: Nil | spades. If South adds three points for the singleton, he might 3 1 vKJ3 Vul: NS | these cards, but look what happened whenIasked a random
®A1065 decide to raise to 34 instead of 24 — I think either bid is a Q6 pair at my club to bid them. West opened 14, North made
SA62 fine choice, and North will bid 44 over either of them. »A875 the obvious takeout double, East bid 1%, and South bid 2
4J103 AA4 With the diamond finesse working, the only losers are in AQ1074 AKJI6 (knowing from the ta!<eout double that he had at |east a
vi107 v9632 spades, and you'll want to hold those losers to one if you vQ72 vAI096 nine-card fit there). With only 12 HCP, can you really expect
*K83 ¢942 want a good score. The winning play is to cross to the ¥Q ¢®AKJI098 ¢52 West to bid 24 now — especially when you consider that
$QJ874 & K1093 and play a low spade. If East rises with the ace in second seat, & & J109 North's takeout double implies four spades sitting over him?
AQ852 that will be his last trick, so obviously he will play second A3 West settled for 2@, no one ever bid the spades, and EW
VYVAKJS54 hand low. Your queen wins, and next you play a low spade v854 eventually stopped in 3. The moral: takeout doubles are im-
€QJ7 from both hands. East's ace falls on air, and North’s king is €743 portant. North's takeout double won the board, and West's
%5 high to draw West's last trump. *KQ6432 failure to make a takeout double of 2& cost him the board.
Board AAKQ DIr: West | There are a few pairs who play a 16-18 opening 1NT, but as Board AAB4 DIr: West | Left to their own devices, EW will bid 14-1NT-2%. This should
28 VK53 Vul: NS | opening bids have shifted from 13 to 12, most modern pairs 32 vQ94 Vul: EW | be an easy make, as long as West resists the temptation to
®AT76 play INT as 15-17. As 11-point openings become more pop- ®K87652 keep bidding.
*Q1062 ular, we will see an increase iq the 14-16 1INT, aIrea'dy played &6 However, it's not North's job to make things easy for EW, so
A973 410854 ,by many expert pairs. S0, ,W'th 18 HC,P' North will need to A>S A KQ1032 | North should open 2¢. The diamond suit is not great — you
vJ107 VA2 jump-rebid in notrumps, with the auction 1&-1¥-2NT. vJ853 v KI1072 might even say it is extremely poor — but it's good enough
¢Q543 ¢ 108 Some pairs will have the methods to find a 5-3 heart fit after ¢®A93 *Q4 for a bid at favourable vulnerability. Don't let opponents bid at
*954 * AKJB7 that start, while others will play in 3NT. As it happens, 3NT *QJ1054 % K2 the one level if you have a reasonably safe way to stop them.
A)62 can score better than 49, because both can_make ten tricks. AJOT76 If EW can get to 2¥ after that, they'll deserve the win. More
vQo864 The winning play is the Same as on the previous board: lead VAb likely, East will overcall 24, and after that it's unlikely that EW
®KJ92 a low heart through East’s ace, then drop the bare ace. On ¢)J10 will find a making contract.
%3 both deals, you need to guess who has the doubleton ace. “A9873
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Board A753 DIr: North | One of the simplest auctions of the day: 14-24-44. South

33 vKQ Vul: Nil | has only 17 HCP, but they are all useful points, and the club
874 shortage is also worth something, so the hand is certainly
*106543 strong enough to go straight to game.

A42 A K96 North turns up with a pretty awful hand, and the diamond

v10965 vJ43 finesse loses, but there are still ten tricks, which shows you

¢ K92 ¢)1063 how strong South’s hand really is. One line of play is to use
®AJI7 % KQ?2 dummy's three entries (YQ, ¥K, heart ruff) to take the three
AAQJ108 finesses (®Q, AQ, AJ). You'll take five spades, three hearts,
VA872 one ruff and the ®A.
*AQ5 There are more sophisticated lines of play that slightly im-
%38 prove your chances, but most lines will work.

Board AK104 DIr: East | With a combined 26 HCP and an eight-card heart fit, there’s

34 VA1 Vul: NS | no way to avoid game here. After East opens 1NT, West
®A7643 transfers to hearts and then rebids 2NT. This asks East to
984 choose between 2NT, 3%, 3NT or 4%. I'd probably choose

AQ85S AA763 3NT, because there are no ruffing values and all the suits are

vJ8432 K75 well stopped. With 3532 opposite 4333, 3NT and 4¥ often

)95 ¢ KQ10 make the same number of tricks.

% KQ % AJI0 It turns out I was wrong, as 4¥ can make more tricks than
AJ92 3NT on this deal. Luckily for me, both contracts fail, so in-
vQ96 stead of getting a bottom board with 400 while everyone
82 else gets 420, today all of us are scoring -50 for a flat board.
76532 But 3NT has a better chance of making on imperfect defence.

Board A)JIT742 DIr: South | Yet another deal with both sides having a ten-card fit, which

35 vQJ86 Vul: EW | usually means that both sides are safe at the four level. Here,
¢J107 EW can easily make 5¢&%, and the non-vulnerable NS have a
& 10 suitable sacrifice in 5, which costs just 300.

AAK865 4 103 Of course, bidding five-over-five is always risky, and here it

v72 vAI093 depends on whether the other pairs in the field are bidding

*A ¢53 game. Losing 300 in 54 is fine in theory, but it's a poor result

%J8643 ® AQ752 | ifeveryone else is scoring just 150 in 3é.

AQ Can EW get to 5&%? If West overcalls 14 and East responds
YK54 2%, it shouldn’t be a problem. However, with 22 HCP, T won't
; Eg 98642 be too surprised if most pairs stop in a partscore.

Board AMAKQJ DIr: West | Today's set of boards produced an unusually high number of

36 vo3 Vul: All ' slams, so the experienced bidders will have a big advantage.
*KS8 We finish with another grand slam, once again with only
»K8763 28 HCP. Assuming the bidding starts 1&-14-34, South will

AO8 A7 need to use a bit of imagination to work out that North does

¥K108 ¥ QJ7652 notneed more than AAK and @K to make a slam. In fact,

Q104 ®)652 with North bidding both black suits, he's quite likely to be

$Q10542 &9 short in diamonds, so even as little as AK87-532-2-KQ432 is
A1065432 enough for a grand slam, and that’s just 12 HCP!

VA4 With the actual hand, there are eleven top tricks in high cards,
®A973 so you'll just need two diamond ruffs to get to thirteen.
% A

Winners of the 2025 State-Wide Pairs

1 Noel & Annemarie Athea

2 Julie Rollinson & Marilyn Wright

3 Mary Francis & Margaret Lawrence
4 June McCormack & Ann Hudson

5 Henry Wellsmore & Ted Tait

6 Isabel Harrington & Edith Flanagan
7 Jenny McDowell & Ange Bettess

8 Andrew & Karen Creet

9 Helen Loveday & Margaret Findlay
10 Ian Price & Tony Sorensen

11 Lois Nicholson & Pat Maginnity
12 Bas Bolt & Gary Riddell

13 Carolyn Seymour & Dennis Ford
14 Bronwyn Neal & Simon Hunter
15 Janet Strzelecki & Sue West

16 Tony Lye & David Weatherall

17 Paul Lavings & Jeff Carberry

18 Helen Clift & Elisabeth Heath

19 Peter Dearden & John Quin

20 Jan Durham & Maureen Williams
21 Steve Szatmary & Grant Cowen
22 Alan & Tammy Schwarz

23 Dave Mahadevan & Henry Chu
24 Jeff Lassman & Adrian Riepsamen
25 Janet Rowlatt & Mattie Baljet

26 Margaret Dunlop & Nancy de Ville
27 Jennette Rosetta & Valerie Cook
28 Ross Milbourne & Lauri Perino

29 John & Svetlana Hedge

30 Sam Kebby & Peter Briscoe

31 Margaret Munson & Wendy Strachan
32 Jennifer & Alan Maher

33 Colin Macdonald & Chris Bauer
34 Ken & Susan McMahon

35 Carol Budd & Karen Newby

36 Kristina Gillies & Annette Fisher
37 Brian Jacobson & Michael Jackson
38 Margaret Patton & Anne Gowing
39 Diana Whiteley & Julie Barker

40 Carl Phillips & Jim Forbes

41 Mick McAuliffe & Wing Roberts
42 Margaret Hartley & Frank Gooley
43 Jane North & Tom Carr

43 Carmel Murphy & Les Geczy

43 Jane Storey & Judy Harris

46 Jamie Thompson & Frances Garrick
47 Helen Gillam & Micki Summers
48 John Friesen & Richard Harman
49 Eta Rogoyska & Kathy Reaney

50 Philip & Cathy Hocking

Goulburn
Kiama

Yamba

Monaro
Belmont
Monaro

Ballina
Batemans Bay
Inverell Delvyn
Armidale
Albury
Sapphire Coast
Grafton
Peninsula
Monaro
Southern Highlands
lllawarra
Gunnedah
Parkes

Hunters Hill
lllawarra

Blue Mountains
Hunters Hill
Nowra

Blue Mountains
Camden Haven
Wagga
Mollymook
Kiama

Port Macquarie Hastings
Orange
Southern Highlands
Ballina

Wagga
Goulburn
Kiama

Sydney

Orange
Camden Haven
Camden Haven
Sydney
Tamworth
Dubbo
Maitland
Cootamundra
Trumps

Blue Mountains
Albury

Great Lakes
Ballina




