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Metropolitan LMBA 2025 AGM
. opo .\/ . o Tuesday 9th September 2025
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s /\ on Zoom
Association starting at 5.00pm

MINUTES
Attendees

Present: Heather Dhondy (HD, Chair), Sue Buchan (SB, Secretary) ,Brian Callaghan (BC, Treasurer),
Chris Duckworth (CD), Mike Hill (MH), Shireen Mohandes (SM), David Muller (DM), Lorinda Muller (LM),
David King (DK), James Smith (JS), Sati McKenzie (SMc), Steve Eginton (SE)

Apologies: lan Payn, Jonathan Lillycrop, Richard Fleet, Michael Hill, Victor Lesk (proxies given to the
chairman)

Minutes of 2024 AGM
The heading of the minutes should have stated LMBA 2024 AGM and not LMBA 2023 AGM.

Item 3 should have been titled Matters Arising from 2023 Minutes and not Matters Arising from 2019
Minutes.

Item 6 should have been titled Adoption of accounts for 2024 and not Adoption of accounts for 2019.
Steve Eginton attended the meeting but was not included in the attendee list

Subject to the above minor changes, CD proposed that the minutes be accepted. DK seconded and this
was agreed nem con.

Matter Arising from 2024 Minutes

Andrew Clery has agreed to review and verify the Association’s accounts for the most recent year but this
has not yet been done. BC will pursue this matter.

Chair’s Report

The EBU has established a membership development and safeguarding initiative headed up by board
member Diana Nettleton, along with Mary Cousins, County Membership and Development Officer. They
met with various county committee members, including Steve Eginton as our representative. This was
followed by a meeting with Mary Cousins and Chris Duckworth. The committee will have seen Steve’s
report on this.

The other major thing that EBU did was, nearly a year ago, running a week of competitions to raise money
for cancer research under the banner “Bridge, It's a Big Deal”. Which, of course, you all know about as well,
and that by all accounts, proved to be a big success.

Cafe Bridge has continued and this has continued to be a huge success. The Tonsleys event raised £1,249
for Save the Children and the Chiswick event raised £1,160 for Abundance. Well done to everybody who
has helped to make these events so successful.

I've picked out a few London events. The Mixed Pairs event had 20 pairs enter. Chris organized a raffle on
the day, which raised £135 for Bridge It's a Big Deal, going to a cancer charity. So, thank you very much to
Chris for doing that.

London entered a new event, the President's Cup. There was only positive feedback from everyone who
participated in that.

London League Division 1 was won by Team Muller. Congratulations to them.

Other achievements by London members include London winning the Tolimash this year, so
congratulations to all of the team. And the Gold Cup was won by a team including Simon Gillis and the
Crawfords Cup was won by a team including Andrew Robson , both London members.

In memoriam. This year we were sad to lose David Carlyle, former secretary to the LMBA and an England
international player. We also lost Colin Freeman, who was an LMBA member for many years, and a huge
help to London in securing the RAC Club as a venue for the Lederer. He assisted with the organisation of
the event. We also lost John Matheson, an LMBA member for many years, and a Scotland international.
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Finally we should give a huge thank you to Chris for producing the newsletter for the past 21 years. That
is an astonishing achievement. And a thank you also to all of the committee for your continuing hard work
for the LMBA.

Treasurer’s Report

BC had circulated accounts for the previous financial year, along with comparisons for the current year to
date.

There is a difference between the profit and loss figures between the 2023 and 2024 financial years.

We actually made £2,500 profit in 2024, as opposed to £750 in 2023. There were three significant
differences. In 2023, we did the trophy engraving, which seems to be a once in a decade event. This cost
£1300 and this expense was relatively nothing last year so a big saving. The other thing was charity
fundraising. We actually raised about a thousand pounds less in 2024 than 2023 which is an indication of
the numbers playing in the events, rather than anything else. Another thing that we spent more money on
is representative events, including sending people to the final of the Tollemache, the Chairman’s Cup and
the Metropolitan Cup. Spending on representative events is a number that varies depending on how
successful we are.

The Treasurer is happy with our current finances but we need to review regularly in light of the declining
numbers, albeit slowly declining at the moment.

Adoption of accounts for 2024

JS proposed that the accounts be adopted, subject to them being reviewed. This was seconded by SB and
passed nem con.

Subscriptions for 2025-2026

London UM subs remain as for some time at 8p per player per session. The meeting gave the committee
the option to change the UM amount by +/- 2p if necessary.

Elections to Executive Committee

Anyone interested in serving on the committee was encouraged to make themselves known.

Revised Constitution

A comment had been submitted that in the appendices, there is a reference to the Law and Ethics
Committee, and that no longer exists. It should be the Conduct Committee.

It was agreed that terminology of chair and vice chair should be used.

We are introducing a new role of vice chair who will be elected in the EC meeting. Responsibilities are
defined in the new constitution.

It was agreed that the notice of the AGM and draft agenda should be 6 weeks in advance of the meeting
date. This can be by publishing on the website.

Subject to the above changes, the attendees voted that the revised constitution be accepted..

EBU Shareholders’ report

We have attended two meetings since the last AGM. One was on July 10th and the other recently On
September 10th. Both were chaired by Patrick Shields.

In July David Guild from Yorkshire gave a big warning that membership is dropping and this basically is a
big problem. EBU clubs have fallen from 650 to 560. Going forward there are membership development
and teaching initiatives. The EBU, under Mary Cousins, had produced flyers and paper-free ads to share
with clubs and or counties. There was also a discussion led by Richard Croot on safeguarding. EBED and
education
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In the meeting on the 10th of September, the first subject under review was volunteers, which included
everybody present, and indeed everybody present here today. The chairman of Lincolnshire was very
distressed because he has a very limited number of directors and scorers across the whole county. It was
suggested that it might be helpful to try paying county directors as is done in the London area. We also
discussed the hemorrhaging of members as numbers are down 8% this year and whether new players
should be taught ACOL or five-card majors. Mary Cousins then led the third item under discussion, which
was membership development. She is new to the role. The next meeting will be in November.

Any other business
There was no other business and the meeting closed at 5.36pm.



