LEVEN BRIDGE CLUB

CONSTITUTION 

NAME OF CLUB

The Club shall be called Leven Bridge Club

OBJECT

The club shall be a social and bridge club for people of all ages. Its purpose is to promote and encourage the game of bridge among the people of the Leven area.

MEMBERSHIP

The entire management of the Club shall be vested in a General Management Committee (hereinafter called "The Committee") consisting of a President, who shall act as Chairperson , hereinafter called Chair, a Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and four ordinary members of either gender. Five members of the Committee shall form a quorum. Card masters and Match Secretaries have the right to attend Committee meetings. All Committee members will be elected at the Annual General Meeting. The President will be elected for two years.

The method of election of Office-bearers and Committee members shall be by proposal at the Annual General Meeting - moved and seconded. In the event of the number  of proposals being in excess of the number of vacancies. a vote shall be taken by a show of hands.

The Committee shall meet whenever summoned by the Secretary  or by the President.  At least forty-eight hours notice of any such meeting shall be given to each member of the Committee.

Matters coming before the Committee will be decided by vote and the Chair, shall have a casting vote as well as a deliberate vote.

The Committee shall have all powers necessary for the conduct of the affairs of the Club. All regulations shall be binding on every member until rescinded by Members at a General Meeting of the Club.

The Secretary  shall keep full and correct minutes of  the proceedings  at the Meetings of the Club and of the Committee.

The Treasurer shall keep correct books of account of the financial affairs of the Club. The accounts will be balanced up to 31st March, and will be audited annually by an Auditor, elected at the Annual General Meeting. The Treasurer  will be required to report on the accounts at the Annual General Meeting and gain approval.

MEETINGS OF THE CLUB

The Annual General Meeting will be held on a date in April to be decided by the Committee.

The Committee  shall have the power to call an Extraordinary  Meeting of the Club at any time; and shall be bound to call an Extraordinary Meeting to be held within fourteen days of receiving a written request  signed by at least eight Members. Any such  requisition shall specify the object of the Meeting and shall be signed by the Members making the same.

In the event of a Committee failing to convene an Extraordinary Meeting within the time specified, the requisitionists, themselves, may convene an Extraordinary Meeting to be held fourteen days thereafter.

All Meetings of the Club shall be called by the Secretary, giving at least six days' notice and specifying the  place, date and time of the Meeting and giving the general nature of the business to be considered.

At all Meetings of the Club eight Members shall be quorum.


VOTES OF MEMBERS

Every Ordinary Member of the Club shall have one vote. Votes shall be given personally.

At all General Meetings votes shall be given in the first instance by a show of hands. A poll may be demanded  by any fourteen members present and entitled to vote. At all General Meetings, in the event of an equal number of votes on a show of hands or on a poll, the Chair shall have a casting vote in addition  to the vote which the Chair is entitled to as a Member.

No Member shall be entitled to vote at any General Meeting so long as any subscription or other sum due from him or her to the Club is unpaid.

PROCEEDINGS AT GENERAL MEETINGS

If within fifteen minutes of the time appointed for a Meeting a quorum is not present, the Meeting, if convened upon a requisition from Members shall be dissolved, in any other case it shall be adjourned to the same day next week, at the same time and at the same place; and if at the adjourned meeting a quorum is not present within fifteen minutes from the appointed time the members present shall  form a quorum..

If the President is not available , the Vice President shall  be entitled to take the Chair at every General Meeting. If neither of these is present the  Members may choose one of their own to take the Chair.

At any General Meeting, a declaration by the Chair that a resolution has been carried or lost or not carried by a majority or a particular majority, an entry made to that effect in a book or agenda of the proceedings of the Club, shall be conclusive evidence of the fact.

The Chair may, with the consent of  the Meeting adjourn the Meeting from time to time and place to place, but no business will be transacted at an adjourned meeting other than the business left unfinished at the Meeting at which the adjournment took place.

ADMISSION OF MEMBERS

Leven Bridge Club welcomes new members and operates an open membership policy. Membership is open  to all and no application for membership shall be refused other than on reasonable grounds. There will be no discrimination  on grounds of race, occupation, sex, religious, political, or other opinion.

A copy of the Constitution of the Club shall be in the hands of the Secretary and shall be available to every  Member for inspection.

SUBSCRIPTION

 The annual subscription  shall be two pounds or such other amount may be decided at the Annual General Meeting, or at an Extraordinary General Meeting called for this purpose. All members are required to join the Scottish Bridge Union.

A charge per meeting of the Club shall be made on every member attending to meet the  necessary expenses. This charge shall be fixed by the Committee.

Annual subscriptions, which shall be payable in advance, shall become due on 1st October. Intimation of the amount due shall be made at the Annual General Meeting before the payment falls to be made.
Any member in arrears with the Annual Subscription for a period of three months  shall at the discretion of the Committee cease to be a member, and be informed by the Secretary, but not withstanding be liable for the subscription.

In the event of a dissolution  or winding  up of the Club, voluntarily or otherwise, for any reason whatsoever, any liability of the Club in excess of the figure realized for the assets of the Club will be apportioned between the Members of the Club.

On the dissolution or winding up of the Club, any remaining funds or assets following the settlement of the Club's liabilities will be donated to another bridge club or charitable organization with similar objectives. Remaining funds or assets will not be distributed among  Members of the Club.

COMPLIANCE WITH RULES

A Member on payment of  subscription thereby submits to the Constitution  of the Club and on this condition only is entitled to the advantages and privileges of the Club.

DISSOLUTION OF THE CLUB

The Club at any time may be dissolved upon the vote of two thirds of the Members present at the Extra Ordinary General Meeting called for this purpose.

HONORARIA

The Treasurer,  Secretary,  Match Secretary and Scorer will receive honoraria approved at the Annual General Meeting.

ALTERATION TO THE CONSTITUTION

No alteration shall be made to the foregoing Constitution except at the Annual General Meeting, or at an Extraordinary Meeting called for the purpose. The notice calling such a Meeting shall state the proposed alterations. Any proposal to alter the Constitution at the Annual General Meeting shall be intimated in writing to the Secretary at least fourteen days prior to such meeting.




