Leamington Bridge Club

Annual General Meeting, 2026
Held at St Mark’s Church Hall at 7.00 p.m. on 26 October

Present: Chris Harrison (Chair), Mark Oaten (Treasurer), Andrew McConaghy, Jerome Tucker, Robert Zara (Committee Members) and fifteen other members. 
Apologies were recorded as having been received from: Irene and Brian Hoyles, Judy Francis, Ken Boutell, Jonathan Humphries, Ron Saunders and Pauline Cronin.
The minutes of last year’s AGM had been circulated and were approved as correct.
In matters arising from the minutes, Chris reported on his attempts to find alternative premises, none of which offered any real benefits, either in terms of price or facilities.
In his Chairman’s report, Chris mentioned the RealBridge online sessions, run by Alan Robinson, which are now twice weekly.  There had been an approach from the Chair of Warwick Bridge Club, which also meets on a Monday evening, suggesting a possible merger of the two clubs.  Although Chris had responded positively, the membership of the Warwick club had subsequently decided not to go ahead.  
There had been a successful tournament at Leek Wootton in the summer, involving members from Leamington, Warwick, Hatton and Leek Wootton bridge clubs.  However, it was Chris’s understanding that the event had been a lot of work for the organisers and would not be repeated.  
Chris drew attention to the document about etiquette which he had recently circulated.  It had been prompted by a complaint that he had received about discourteous behaviour by a member (who was not present at the meeting).  Chris had spoken to the member concerned and had been assured that the member would modify their behaviour in future.  Several members present commented on the need to avoid unnecessary criticism of the play of either a member’s partner or of the opponents, something specifically covered in the etiquette guide already circulated.
Mark presented the Treasurer’s report.  The accounts showed that the club had more or less broken even during the year, thanks mainly to the income from RealBridge.  It was agreed that those players who only played online should not be required to pay a membership subscription in addition to the table money of £1.50 a session already charged.  There was a discussion about the policy of allowing visitors to pay the same table money (i.e. £5 a session) for face-to-face bridge as members, on the understanding that if they became regular attenders, they are expected to join as members and pay the annual subscription of £15.  It was pointed out that membership status conferred not just the right to attend meetings and vote, but also gave members an entitlement to a share in the club’s assets in the event of its dissolution.
Election of Chair and committee: there being no other nominations, the existing committee members were re-elected en bloc without any dissent.  
Trophies: it was agreed to postpone the presentation of trophies until later in the year (probably at the Christmas party) in order to allow time for them to be engraved.
Any other business: the face-to-face session on Monday 9 November will be in aid of Children in Need, with a suggested donation of £5 a head on top of the usual table money.  The Christmas party will be held on Monday 21 December and will be on the same lines as last year (i.e. mince pies and wine, but not a full meal).
There being no other business, the meeting concluded at 7.30 p.m.
